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Lacombe County updates Fire Services Policy
Lacombe County Council recently approved two significant
changes to its Fire Protection and Emergency Response
policy, which will impact residents and businesses
accessing these services. These changes ensure
Lacombe County’s fire services align with best practices
for both the fire departments and Lacombe County.
On-call Fire Fighters
The first update was a change in the way volunteer
firefighters are compensated. In 2019, Lacombe
County updated its Fire Services Manual, which called
for increased training requirements for all firefighters.
Volunteer firefighters will now be paid-on-call firefighters
and will receive an hourly honorarium when attending
calls, while at training, and during equipment checks.
“With these increased expectations now established,
it was time to ensure these dedicated individuals are
properly compensated for their time – both on calls and in
training,” explained Lacombe County Fire Chief Drayton
Bussiere.
Invoicing County residents for fire department
responses
The second change to the Fire Protection Policy will see
County residents and businesses invoiced for motor

vehicle collisions and structure fires (effective January 1,
2021) that occur within Lacombe County. While this may
seem like a significant change, these invoices are often
covered through insurance.
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Harvest Safety

“In reality, if you have proper insurance for your structures
and vehicles, then this change will not impact any of our
Lacombe County residents or businesses directly,” said
Bussiere. “This simple change will allow us to access
money to compensate volunteer firefighters appropriately
and helps us to better balance the cost of running fire
departments without increasing taxes. It is a common
practice by many other municipalities.”
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Farm Accidents & stress

Currently, Lacombe County ratepayers have been exempt
from paying for most fire calls or motor vehicle accident
responses; however, non-residents were (and will continue
to be) invoiced for these services. Ratepayers are
encouraged to contact their insurance companies to
ensure they are covered for invoicing for such calls.
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Dealing with skunks

If you have any questions or concerns, please
contact Lacombe County Fire Chief Drayton
Bussiere at 403-782-8959.

Harvest safety reminders from Lacombe County
It’s harvest season in Lacombe County, and work is in
full swing. Lacombe County reminds those travelling
on local roads keep safety at the forefront during fall
harvest operations, whether you’re driving a van,
combine or semi-truck.

The fact is large, slow-moving equipment utilizes
County roads in the fall season. Drivers need to plan
ahead and plan extra time into their schedules to
compensate for delays which may be caused by harvest
operations.

Road Safety
Road safety is a big concern during harvest season.
After a long break due to the COVID-19 health crisis,
roads will be busy with harvest operations coinciding
with increased numbers of busses and commuters who
are returning to regular schedules with the start of the
school year. Since starting this campaign in 2014, we
have heard stories from both producers and drivers
alike of unsafe driving during harvest season.

“We are a rural county, and during harvest season, we
ask both agricultural producers and drivers utilizing
County roads to stay alert, stay patient and stay safe,”
stated Reeve Law.

“Lacombe County is an agricultural community. Amidst
these challenging times with COVID-19 and the chaos
it has created, producers need to complete their annual
harvest in a short amount of time,” said Lacombe
County Reeve Paula Law. “With that in mind, road
courtesy is important, no matter where you are driving,
and we ask everyone to practice patience on our local
roads.”
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Harvest Safety
Reminders (cont.
from front)
Harvest Safety Tips (from Alberta
Agriculture & Forestry)
• Ensure safe transport of equipment
on public roadways.
• Be aware of motorists.
• Follow all rules of the road.
• Ensure all lights and reflectors are in
place and good working order. A slowmoving vehicle emblem should be in
place and visible from the rear.
• Return equipment to transport mode
to make it as narrow as possible.
• Check your route before transport to
ensure equipment fits safely under
power lines and over bridges or
culverts that need to be crossed.
Fatigue Management
Lacombe County also highlights the
importance of fatigue management for
local producers. By building health,
wellness and safety measures into a
harvest plan, producers will go a long way
in injury and accident prevention.
“It’s ok to take a break, rest, and unwind
during harvest season,” emphasizes
Reeve Law. “Fatigue is a serious risk and
is a form of impairment for people. We
want everyone to get home safely – so
take the time to plan ahead, check your
equipment, and take care of yourself.”

2020 Tax
Installment
Payment Plan
(TIPP)
The Tax Installment Payment
Plan (TIPP) is a simple, secure
and convenient way to pay your
annual property taxes. When you
sign up, monthly payments are
automatically withdrawn from your
bank account on the 15th of each
month. To obtain an application
form, contact Lacombe County
at (403) 782-6601 or visit www.
lacombecounty.com.
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It’s Harvest Season
Please stay safe & healthy while you work.
Harvest season has started in Lacombe County. In the midst of COVID-19, we wish all our
producers, as well as their families and staff, a safe, healthy and productive harvest season.

www.lacombecounty.com

403.782.6601

@LacombeCounty

/LacombeCounty

DO YOU LIVE BETWEEN BLACKFALDS
AND HIGHWAY 20?
If you answered "yes", then your mailing address may have changed. Lacombe
County has received a number of returned tax notices from properties this area,
due to a civic address change. Contact us TODAY if you have NOT received your
Tax Notice by calling 403-782-6601.

The tax deadline is September 30, 2020

SHOP LOCAL
EAT LOCAL
SPEND LOCAL
These are hard times for many Albertans. You can make a
difference by supporting local businesses and restaurants.
When you shop local, the money STAYS local and supports
local charities, community organizations and events.
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Lacombe District Charity
Steer raffle proceeds support
Ronald McDonald House
The Lacombe District 4H Charity steer raffle proceeds were presented to Lori Rechlo GM for Ronald McDonald house of Red Deer
by the members of the Nebraska Multi 4H Club, Sept. 10, 2020, in
the amount of $9068.51. The Lacombe District clubs involved were
Central Lacombe 4H Beef Club, East Lacombe 4H Beef Club and
Nebraska Multi 4H Club.
The raffle was held May 25th and the winner was Dixie Ball of Blackfalds, AB. The raffle offered a choice of $1500 cash or the steer cut &
wrapped for the freezer. Dixie was very pleased to receive 'steaks for
summer' and enough for the rest of the year.
The steer was donated by Jim & Arlene Parsons of Tees, AB and
the grain fed to the steer was donated by Heartland Feeds, Ponoka,
AB. The steer 'Cleatus' was raised over the winter by Lucas & Carter
Parsons, members of the Nebraska Multi 4H Club. Each year one if
the clubs takes a turn to raise a steer for a charity of their choice. Last
fall the Nebraska Multi club membership chose to support the local
Ronald McDonald house- giving our local families some added supports when they need it most.

Tax Installment

The beef clubs of the Lacombe District would like to say thank you to
all of those that bought tickets to support the charity this year- in such
a year when we all need to take care of one another.

PAYMENT PLAN
Sign up TODAY

for the monthly plan.
Contact Lacombe County at (403) 782-6601 or
visit www.lacombecounty.com for more details.

Automatic
Budget-friendly
Simple
Convenient
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Lacombe County Business Proﬁle
Simply Straw. Simply Better
Aﬀordable straw bedding, with better health benefits.

We received over 100 submissions from throughout
the region, with entrants of all ages. The advocacy
committee voted on the anonymized submissions
in several rounds down to five finalists, ranked on
number of votes, and selected the winning cards.

When asked about what inspired her submission,
Arielle said: “Inspiration can come from many
places; this piece was motivated most of all by my
appreciation for my local library in Innisfail and the
adventures we find ourselves in when we open a
book.” For her, “the library is a place of connection.
. . I'm sure many in our community would agree
that our library provides many wonderful experiences due to the thoughtful programming and staff.”

The idea to start Simply Straw was born from the
desire to grow the family farm - Sunnycrest Farms
- which grows seed potatoes and grains, such as
canola, wheat and barley. The vertical integration
from just growing wheat straw into creating this
new product has been a great way to use a ‘waste
product’ and turn it into something of use and
value.

All three designs will be featured in our new lineup
of Parkland library cards, which will be available in
time for Canadian Library Month this October. Anyone interested in obtaining a new card can contact
their local library.
About Parkland Regional Library System
Parkland Regional Library System is a cooperative
network of 49 public libraries, serving 64 municipalities and over 215,000 residents in central
Alberta. Headquartered in Lacombe, they supports
their members by sharing materials, resources, and
expertise. For more information, please visit www.
prl.ab.ca/.

Utilizing state of the art equipment, Simply Straw
starts the process by chopping the straw into small,
highly absorbent pieces. The straw continues to
the dust extraction chamber, which removes the
majority of the dust, allergens, chaff, and other
foreign material. No chemicals or additives are
used in the processing line, so it is 100% all-natural
wheat straw in each bag or truckload.

USE RESPECT – ASK FIRST SIGNS
Use Respect –
Ask First
compressed bag is filled with approximately
ten-cubic-feet of highly absorbent straw. The
bags are stacked and shrink-wrapped on pallets
for convenient transportation and storage.
These bags can be purchased directly from the
processing facility, or at your local Peavy Mart or
UFA farm stores.
Simply Straw is owned and operated by the Ekkel
family, and we would like to thank you for your
support in our first year of operations. We look
forward to serving the community in the coming
years.

Interested in more information about Simply Straw?
Call 403.598.4222 | Email sales@simplystraw.com | Website www.simplystraw.com
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Parkland Regional Library System (PRLS) is
thrilled to announce they have selected a winner of
the library card contest that ran the month of July.

The first prize winner is Sophia, age 14, from Innisfail, and the runner up is Arielle, age 14, from
Rocky Mountain House.

SIMPLY STRAW SOLUTIONS INC.
Based just outside of Lacombe, Alberta, Simply
Straw is a new company that provides competitive
and premium straw bedding. Simply Straw
manufactures and processes wheat straw, refining
it into bedding for equine, cattle, and poultry
operations, offering a new alternative to the
traditional options. Simply Straw has also been
used as a landscape and garden mulch alternative.

The straw is then ready for either bulk delivery
or for the bagging line, where the straw is
compressed into easy to handle bags. Each

Parkland Regional Library
Card Contest Winner

These signs are available free for
landowners across Alberta.
The signs include a space for
landowner’s contact information and/
or conditions of the land.
These Signs are available at the Lacombe County office free of charge.
For more information on the Use Respect – Ask First program please contact:

Use Respect
- Ask First is about
good
Dion Burlock
Ken Kranrod
Agricultural Fieldman
Alberta Conservation Association
communication
between
landowners
and
dburlock@lacombecounty.com
ken.kranrod@ab-conservation.com
403.782.8959
877.969.9091
people wanting
to access private
land for
recreation (like hunting, fishing, hiking, wildlife
photography, etc.). Landowners can put Use
Respect – Ask First signs on their property,
to encourage people who would like to access
the land to contact them for permission. The
signs include a space for the landowner’s
contact information.
Do the right thing. Ask landowners for
permission BEFORE going on their
property. It’s trespassing if you don’t.
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Do you have a gated property? Here’s what
you need to know
Many property owners and rural communities have installed gate systems to keep their
homes and businesses secure and safe. While
these gates are a deterrent for rural crime, they
can also impede on emergency personnel from
getting to you easily, should the need arise.
Lacombe County Fire Chief Drayton Bussiere
says that with some pre-planning, residents have
peace of mind knowing they are accessible in
emergencies.
“We encourage anyone with a gate to make a
plan which allows fire trucks, ambulances, and
other emergency vehicles to access their property – without being impeded by a gate,” Bussiere
said.

If residents are planning to install gates on their
properties, consideration is needed on how
emergency vehicles will be allowed to enter the
property, without being slowed down by the gate.
Having this discussion with your gate provider,
and exploring the different options, will go a long
way to avoid unnecessary delays, as well as
damage to a gate if forced entry is required.
Using CPTED - Crime Prevention Through
Environmental Design – principles to protect
property
Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design
(pronounced SEP-TED) is a proactive approach
to reduce crime by shifting the focus from the
criminal element to that of the environment which

the potential victim lives and works.
CPTED is defined as the proper design and effective use of the built environment that can lead to
a reduction in the fear and incidence of crime and
an improvement in the quality of life. It is based
on three strategies: Natural Surveillance, Natural
Access Control, and Territorial Reinforcement.
Lacombe County has several trained CPTED
inspectors who will come out to any Lacombe
County property to provide an assessment and
provide tips on incorporating CPTED principles.
If you have any questions for Lacombe County,
or to book a CPTED inspection, please call
403.782.8959.

BURNING IN LACOMBE COUNTY

Under Lacombe County’s Fire Protection policy you
require a fire permit between March 1st and October
31st. If you are found burning without a permit you will
be required to pay for the fire department response fee.

A fire permit is required for all outdoor fires, excluding
fires used for cooking or warming purposes or burning
barrels. While the use of burning barrels does not
require a permit they must be covered with a metal
mesh screen and the mesh holes must be no larger
than half an inch in size.
It is important to be aware that although you may
have a permit there are only certain materials that you
are allowed to burn. The list of permissible and nonpermissible materials are below.
Permissible materials for burning include:
• Clean untreated wood
• Straw/hay/broken bales
• Stubble
• Grass/weeds
• Leaves/Tree pruning (yard clean up)

Items that you are not permitted to burn include:
• Treated wood
• Used construction materials or any materials
from construction sites
• Animal manure
• Pathological Waste (human waste)
• Tires
• Used oil
• Rubber or plastic (anything coated with rubber
or plastic) including bailer twine
•
•

Containers that held pesticides or other
chemicals
Any waste that causes dense smoke, offensive
odours or releases toxic substances

Additional conditions exist such as wind speed,
signage, supervision, and overall health and safety
factors. For this and more information on fire permits,
permissible and non-permissible burning or to obtain
a fire permit please visit www.lacombecounty.com or
contact the County at 403-782-8959.

REMINDER:
Approaching Staff

Lacombe County asks the public
to ensure they are following all
COVID-19 guidelines when dealing
in person with any County staff.
If you are unable to follow
the guidelines below, please
communicate with Lacombe County
via alternate channels (phone, email,
online).
•
•
•
•

Maintain a 2-metre physical
distance
Ensure proper hand-washing/
sanitizing practices
If appropriate, consider wearing a
mask to protect those around you
Stay home if you are feeling
unwell
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SAFETY FIRST

Unless the RCMP requires more information, you
will not be contacted by a police officer.
If you have a crime that requires a police officer,
call the non-emergency number at 1-855-5657555.

Remove your anchors from
local lakes
In order to keep our lakes safe for
users YEAR ROUND, Lacombe
County asks anyone who uses
pleasure crafts in the summer to
remove anchors and moorings
from the water before winter
arrives.

You can use Online Crime Reporting if:
You have lost something that costs less than 		
$5000
Someone has stolen something from you that
costs less than $5000
Someone has vandalized your property or
vehicle & it will cost less than $5000 to repair
it
The crime happened within the jurisdiction of
the Alberta RCMP

You cannot use Online Crime Reporting if:
There is a witness or suspect
There are lost or stolen items involving
personal identity, firearms, licence plates or
decals
We will need your:
• Name
• Address
• Phone number
• Email
Here is the link to the online crime reporting form:
https://ocre-sielc.rcmp-grc.gc.ca/alberta.
A typical report will take 15 minutes to
complete.

This will ensure the lake remains
safe for winter recreational users.

Update your Mailing Address!
If your address has
changed, make sure to notify us. Call 403-782-6601
or email info@lacombecounty.com.
We also recommend
updating the title of your
property with Alberta
Land Titles. You can obtain a form from us, by calling
780-427-2742, or online https://www.alberta.ca/
land-titles-overview.aspx (under Change of address
and name).
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We love local businesses!
We are looking for Mirror businesses to feature.

If you operate a business in the Mirror area and want to be profiled in
County News, please email communications@lacombecounty.com with
a write-up and photos of your business.

September 18, 2020 - County News

MIRROR CORNER

2020 Mirror Dog Tags

A license is required for all dogs in
Mirror. As of February 1, 2020, the cost
is $30 for an altered dog, and $50 for
an unaltered dog. For more information
please call (403) 782-6601 or visit www.
lacombecounty.com (County Services
>Hamlet of Mirror>Policies/Bylaws>Dog
Control).

Friends of the Mirror Library Society

The library is open Wednesdays 1
p.m. - 7 p.m. If you are interested in the
library, we invite you to join our Mirror
Library Board. Your interest and input are
welcomed!

Jolly Seniors

Pancake breakfast every second Sunday
from 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

Booking Mirror Community Hall

Call Lisa 403-788-3890 or cell 403-5053894.

Mirror Library

Join us Wednesdays from 1 p.m. to 7
p.m. Check out our new selection of
books and movies, or access high-speed
Wi-Fi Internet. Thanks to Lacombe
County, you can now connect to the
world at Mirror Public Library.

Mirror Royal Canadian Legion Branch
189 - 5015 50th Avenue

. connections . supports . well-being .

Now Open!
The Alix Mirror Wellness Supports Society, along
with community partners and the Bashaw
Regional Wellness Initiative, is pleased to be
developing the Alix and Area Community
Resource Centre. Here, we will help to improve the
health, quality of life and well-being for all by
making connections to people, support and
resources.
YOU can be a part of our vision too. We invite you
to help enhance our vibrant communities and
consider making a donation. Impacting the lives
of everyone, where you live, is powerful beyond
measure.

Meat Draws Saturday at 4 p.m. General
meetings second Sunday at 1 p.m.
(unless otherwise posted).

Mirror Skate Park

Located across the street by the
community hall. Meetings occur the
second Tuesday of month.

Mirror and District Museum

Meetings are on the first Monday of the
month at 7 p.m. Call 403-788-3828 for
more information.

Monday to Thursday
10:00 AM - 4:00 PM

*Closed all statutory holidays*

For Rent

Large room in Mirror Business Centre,
for rent by month or day. Contact Jim
Sturgeon 403-788-2380 or Tasha
Conway ATB 403-788-3001

CN Rail crossing delays

If you experience delays longer than 20
minutes at the Mirror rail yard crossing,
call CN Rail at 1-800-465-9239. Follow
the prompts and be ready to provide
details shown on the crossing signal mast
to CN personnel. Transport Canada may
be reached at 1-888-463-0521.

Community
Resource Centre
Alix and Area

We are
located in Bay 1 at
Railway House,
on 50 Ave, in Alix.

Serving
ror,
Alix, Mir
the
Tees and
ding
surroun
area.

WHAT WE OFFER

Our list of resources at the Centre is growing
and includes:
A Wellness Navigator
Bus transportation
Healthy Families programming
Family Resource Network services
Community Information and Referral
Mental Health and Addictions Support
Meals on Wheels and Home Support
A Family Wellness Worker operating within
the Alix-MAC School
Food hamper access
And more pending services to come...
A Nurse Practitioner and Primary Care
Network services
Other health professionals, community
based activities and programs
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Earlier this month, a Lacombe Lakes resident
brought forward a concern that bike riders were
not stopping at the small "STOP" signs on the
pathways.

These signs are there for YOUR
safety!
Please bike safely, and teach your kids how
to bike on local roads and pathways properly.

DID YOU KNOW?
•

The most common error committed by
cyclists involved in casualty collisions was
disobeying a traffic signal (23.4%).

•

The largest number of casualty collisions
involving bicycles (38.1%) occurred during
the evening rush-hour period (3:00 p.m. 7:00 p.m.).

•

Cyclists must be aware that only pedestrians - people on foot - have the right of way
in crosswalks. Only if a cyclist dismounts
and walks their bike across a crosswalk
are they a pedestrian.

•

Failure to stop at a stop sign: $388.

•

Operating a bicycle on a sidewalk that is
not designated as shared-use: $100.

•

Failure to yield to a pedestrian in a crosswalk: $776.

•

Failure to yield to pedestrians on shareduse sidewalks or paths and/or ring your bell
before passing: $250.
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Alberta Transportation is
completing work on Highway
12, west of Bentley between
Highway 20 and Highway 766.
Work began on September 8,
and is expected to run until
October 15, 2020 (weather
permitting).
Please drive with caution
in this area, and obey all
construction signs.

PROJECT LIMIT KM
9.500

PROJECT LIMIT
KM 29.435

ALBERTA TRANSPORTATION
HWY 12:06 (km 9.500 TO km 29.435)
WEST OF HWY 766 TO HWY 20
LOCATION PLAN

Drawing No.

Project Number

Rev.

1

DESTROY ALL PRINTS BEARING PREVIOUS REVISION

Lacombe County reminds trail users - especially those using the Great Trail between
Lacombe and Blackfalds - to obey ALL traffic
signs.

Construction Notification
Hwy 12, west of Bentley

DATE: 2018-09-12, 13:41 FILE: P:\Projects\2131 - Edmonton\00434-00 Hwy 12\10.0 DRAWINGS\10.3 Engineering\10.3.2 Sketches\Location Plan\00434-00-LOCATION PLAN.dwg

TRAIL SAFETY in
Lacombe County

McElhanney ANSI AP - 2018-07-30

CONSTRUCTION NOTIFICATIONS
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OPERATIONS
MEGlobal Athletic Park breaks
ground on field house expansion
On Wednesday, Aug. 26, the Lacombe Athletic
Park Association (LAPA) held its official, “physically distanced” groundbreaking on the $1.5-million expansion of its field house and other spectator facilities at MEGlobal Athletic Park. Funding
for the project was provided by MEGlobal Canada ULC., a global petrochemical company with
operations at the nearby Prentiss, Alberta site.

REMINDER: Lacombe
Regional Waste Services:
Proof of residency

Instead of bringing people into contact with one
another for the occasion, the event featured balloons in the MEGlobal colours of green, purple
and white, with gold shovels representing the
official ground breaking.
“It isn’t quite the celebration we imagined, but it is
still exciting to get Phase 1 of our expansion plan
started,” said LAPA Chair Jay Adamson. “This
represents a huge step forward in bringing larger,
more diverse sporting events to Lacombe and
area. We are so fortunate to have great community partners in the City of Lacombe, Lacombe
County and Wolf Creek Public Schools who are in
full support of the expansion phases. Of course
though none of this would be possible without
the strong partnership we have formed with
MEGlobal and their financial commitment of $2
million dollars to our project. The citizens of Lacombe, the County and Wolf Creek students will
be able to reap the benefits of the expanded park
for many years to come! We look forward to the
many more events we can host and the positive
economic impact it will bring to the community.”
The expansion plan within Phase 1 includes
a doubling of the size of the field house which
includes many additional washrooms, larger
additional change rooms and storage, meeting
rooms, an elevator and a fully accessible viewing
tower with space for media and coaches as well
as timing facilities for the running track. Phase 2
of expansion will be the running track and field
infrastructure.
As part of the agreement, MEGlobal will retain
naming rights to the park until 2040.
Darren Berg, LAPA Board Member and an engineer with MEGlobal, said his company’s contribution to the park is part of the company’s commitment to community sustainability and success.
“MEGlobal is very excited to be a partner in this
fantastic facility and this project that will not only
benefit our community in the long-term, but will
also immediately provide jobs to the Lacombe
area during this challenging time,” he said.
Grant Creasey, Mayor of Lacombe, congratulated
the LAPA on the milestone.
“It is a pleasure to be able to see this community
group break ground on this significant renovation
project and we look forward to the day we are

all able to reopen the doors of this field house
in person,” he said. “The City of Lacombe takes
pride in citizens who work together with government, local business and the community to create
inspiring projects that improve the quality of life
for our citizens. We look forward to seeing generations of Lacombe athletes excelling at these
facilities for years to come.”
Paula Law, Reeve for Lacombe County, recognized the hard work and collaboration between
supporters and the LAPA group. “Lacombe
County is an enthusiastic supporter of Lacombe
Athletic Park Association, and is very proud of the
partnership we have had with them for the past
many years,” said Reeve Paula Law. “The ground
breaking for the field house expansion emphasizes the importance of this venue to the athletic
and educational community, and highlights how
success is achieved when you have a dedicated
group of volunteers with a vision.”
Deborah Juch, Lacombe Director of Community
Services, added her appreciation for the LAPA
volunteers.
“The Association’s vision for the Park is at the
root of their longstanding partnership with the
City and Wolf Creek Public Schools and it is why
Lacombe has an Athletic Park at all. This renovation and the track planned for next year are happening because of their gift of countless volunteer
hours. I am most happy for all the athletes who
will benefit from its construction,” she said.
Jayson Lovell, Wolf Creek Public School Superintendent, said he is also happy to see the project
beginning. “We join in the excitement of the
community that this valuable project has taken
another big step forward,” he said. “The expansion of the MEGlobal Athletic Park will greatly
serve not only our local students, but the growing
need of athletes, families and the community in
and around Lacombe. We would like to thank and
applaud all the partners who have helped make
this project a success.”

Effective July 1st 2020, all Lacombe Regional Waste
Services Commission (LRWSC) Transfer Sites will
require residents who are accessing the facilities, to
present a "proof of residency" to our attendants by
showing a utility bill, Lacombe County property tax
notice, or a driver's license with a physical/mailing
address.
The following mailing addresses are NOT acceptable as
proof of residency:
• Blackfalds PO Box # (require physical address)
• Eckville PO Box # (require physical address)
• Alix PO Box # (require physical address)
• RR#3 Lacombe (require physical address)
• RR#1, 3, & 4 Eckville (require physical address)
Photographs of utility bills/tax notices on a smart phone
will be accepted, provided that the attendant can read the
information while maintaining social distancing. Please
note: photos of Blue Sign addresses are not accepted
as proof of residency.
Verification of residency will be visually confirmed by the
attendants and no personal information will be recorded.
This information is collected under the authority of
Section 33(c) of the Freedom of Information and
Protection of Privacy Act.
All residential loads that cannot show proof of
residency within the County of Lacombe will be
turned away. We apologize for any inconvenience this
may cause our legitimate rate paying residents; however,
we are trying to eliminate any out of county residents
(non-contributing member) from utilizing our sites.
Please contact LRWSC with any questions or
concerns at (403) 782-8970.

HAS YOUR ADDRESS
CHANGED?
If Canada Post has
made a recent change
to your mailing address,
please notify us!
Contact Lacombe County by calling
403-782-6601.
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AGRICULTURE

Fall Weed
Control
There is still time left to control those problem
weeds you’ve been struggling with all summer. Fall
presents an excellent time of year to make progress
on removing stubborn perennial weeds – especially
Canada thistle or pesky dandelions.
With the cooler fall season temperatures coming in,
grass finally has a chance to recover from the heat
stress of summer. You can encourage good grass
competition during this time, which in turn will help
choke out any lingering weeds. Fertilizing, aerating,
top dressing, reseeding, and proper mowing
height can help a lawn setting. With pastures,
rotational grazing, proper stocking rates, seeding/
overseeding, and nutrient adjustments contribute to
a good healthy grass stand. Essentially, any activity
that can help encourage your grass to build up a
healthy root reserve of nutrients to last it through the
winter and to be well prepared for spring weather.
Another thing to keep in mind as you might be
deadheading, pruning or removing built up dead
or dying material, is the proper disposal of yard
waste. Whether it be weed flowers or seed heads,
diseased branches and leaves, or just general plant
material, be mindful of how and where you might be
transporting these undesirables, as they can cause
issues if they aren’t dealt with properly.
Lastly, a fall herbicide application can be an
extremely effective technique for resolving perennial
weed concerns before they become a problem next
growing season. Make sure to use a registered,
selective herbicide for best results.
If you have any questions, please call the Lacombe
County Agriculture department at 403.782.8959.

Opinion: Don’t kid yourself — the odds
of an accident on your farm are high
There were more than 20,000 farm accidents here last year
Written by Ian Chitwood for the Alberta Farmer
Express

Finally, a reminder for farmers in the event of the
worst-case scenario.

One of the major contributors to farm accidents is
stress. And so we at AgSafe Alberta are worried
right now.

If there is a safety incident on your farm, ensure
you know how to respond, because those first
couple of seconds and minutes after an incident
occurs can be critical.

Not only has this been an unusually stressful year
for farmers, we are also now heading into one of
the busiest and intense periods for grain farms —
harvest.
It is human nature to operate under the guise that
‘it will never happen to me.’
But statistics show that it very well could.
In 2019, there were 20,405 injuries on farms in
Alberta alone, according to Workers Compensation Board of Alberta statistics. Considering that,
according to the 2016 census, there were 40,638
farms in the province, that number is pretty concerning.
We also know, according to 2018 data from the
government of Alberta, that the top two causes of
injuries in agriculture are falls and accidents involving people getting struck by machinery and equipment — two risks that are especially prevalent
during harvest.
In light of this we wanted to remind farmers of a
few things.
First of all, it CAN happen to you. Or your family or
neighbour. And harvest is an especially risky time,
as many farmers push themselves during these
months to get everything finished. Harvest fatigue
is a real thing, and it makes us especially vulnerable.
Considering this, start by talking about safety. Be
aware of it. Consider it a real operational threat to
your farm — and your family, because it poses the
same level of risks and potential losses as factors
like weather and market access issues.
Second, the best plan of action is to avoid accidents altogether. You can do this by having a farm
safety plan in place at all times. Update your plan
every year, at the least; every season, ideally.
Your plan should take into account all the potential
risks on your farm and ensure you and all your staff
know what to do if they occur.
Does this sound like a big task? It is.
Luckily, we at AgSafe Alberta are uniquely positioned to help you with this. We have many resources available on our website, to get you started
and walk you through the entire process. We also
have experts on call to guide you as needed.
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First thing — for emergencies, always call 911 immediately.
For other incidences, or after emergency services
have been contacted, call our hotline for incident
assistance (1-833-9AGSAFE — put this number
into your phone now).
This is a free and confidential service for farmers,
and it is available to you 24-7.
Our AgSafe representatives can help you with
any and all of your safety questions and help you
determine whether your farm incident requires an
Occupational Health and Safety (OHS) response.
If it does, we can walk you through stop work/use
orders or demands issued by OHS.
We can also provide you with information on applicable reporting requirements and return-to-work
programs for injured workers.
Basically, if you have any safety-related questions
or concerns, we are here to help.
(Again, put that number in your phone now.)
Farm safety is one of the greatest risks for farmers
and ranchers these days. Treat it like any other risk
and have a plan in place.
And always remember, we are always here to help.
This year, we have an additional layer of safety requirements to think about during harvest. There are
a number of health and safety procedures that we
recommend everyone follow to ensure we are all
doing our part to prevent the spread of COVID-19
in the workplace. Specifically for your farm, these
include cleaning and disinfecting all surfaces that
would be touched by staff, all farm equipment, and
all commonly touched surfaces in the workspace.
It’s also advised to remind staff to wash/disinfect
hands regularly, stay two metres apart and wear a
mask if possible.
Finally, you are required to screen all employees
and contractors at the start of each shift for COVID
symptoms. For sample screening/self-assessment
forms and more information on COVID considerations and best practices for your farm, visit
agsafeab.ca.
Ian Chitwood farms near Airdrie and is also a regional director for Alberta Canola.
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Clubroot of Canola

What is it?

Best Management Practices

•

Use Clubroot resistant
varieties when growing
canola in areas only where
the disease is established.

Why is it of concern?

•

This disease is capable of
significantly reducing yield, quality,
and may destroy a crop if infestation
is high enough.
How can it be spread?

Use long rotation breaks
(Three years or more)
between canola crops.

•

Practice good sanitation of
equipment and machinery
to restrict the movement of
potentially contaminated soil.

Clubroot is a serious soil-borne
disease of canola, mustard, and
other crops of the cabbage family.

Infested soil can be carried field to
field by farm machinery especially
tillage equipment, as well as wind
and water erosion.
How long can it persist in the
soil?
Resting spores are extremely long
lived and may survive in soil for up to
20 years.
Best Management Practices

•

Use direct seeding and other
soil conservation practices to
reduce soil erosion.

•

Minimize vehicle and
equipment traffic to and from
fields.

•

Scout canola fields regularly
and carefully. Identify causes
of wilting, stunting, yellowing,
and premature ripening.

Clubroot of

INSPECTION
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Lacombe County
Clubroot of Canola
Inspections
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What is it?

&

Use Clubroot resistant varieties when
growing canola in areas only where the
disease is established.
 Use long rotation breaks (Three years
or more) between canola crops.
 Practice good sanitation of equipment
and machinery to restrict the
movement of potentially contaminated
soil.
 Use direct seeding and other soil
conservation practices to reduce soil
erosion.
 Minimize vehicle and equipment traffic
to and from fields.
 Scout canola fields regularly and
Lacombe
Service
carefully.County
IdentifyAgricultural
causes of wilting
,
Board
will
be
conducting
random
stunting, yellowing, and premature
Clubroot
of Canola Inspections as
ripening.
per County Policy AG(11) Clubroot of
Canola.
How long can it persist in the soil?
With
thespores
increased
spreadlong
of Clubroot
Resting
are extremely
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of
Canola
within
Alberta,
and
may survive
in Central
soil for up
to 20 years.
canola growers must remain vigilant
to limit the spread and minimize the
economic impacts of Clubroot of
Canola.


Location: East of Blackfalds. From theClubroot
City of Lacombe,
south ondisease
Highway
2A.
is a seriousgosoil-borne
of canola,
Turn east on Range Road 27-0, and continue
straight
until
you
reach
Township
mustard, and other crops of the cabbage family.
Road 39-4 (there will be signage).

Symptoms include patches of
premature ripening plants, shrivelled
Why is it of concern?
unfilled seed pods, and galls present
This disease is capable of significantly reducing yield, on the plant’s root system.
GPS: N 52° 22.503 W 113° 45.280
quality, and may destroy a crop if infestation is high
Details: The land for the Mary enough.
& Cliff Soper Natural Area was
Swathing operations provide an
donated by the Sopers in earlyHow
2017,
totalling
approximately
25
excellent opportunity to scout for
can it be spread?
acres. Cliff, a Lacombe County Councillor from 2001 – 2013, was
the presence of Clubroot of Canola,
Infested soil can be carried field to field by farm
passionate about the environment
and
about
creating
natural
spaces
as well as sclerotinia, and blackleg.
machinery especially tillage equipment, as well as
for residents and visitors to enjoy.
It
will
remain
in
its
natural
state
If you spot patches of prematurely
wind and water erosion.
and it will be open to the public for passive recreational purposes.
ripened Canola in your field, take a
Reference:
"Alberta Clubroot
<http://www1.agric.gov.ab.ca/$department/deptdocs.nsf/all/agdex8593>
Lacombe County has constructed
a parking
areamanagement
leading Plan."
to trails
for
minute to pull some standing plants
everyone to enjoy.
or stubble and inspect the root
system.
If you have any questions or
concerns contact:
Dion Burlock, Manager of Agriculture
& Environmental Services
dburlock@lacombecounty.com
403.782.8959

Lacombe County is home to a number of parks, trails and public spaces for everyone to enjoy. For a full list
and map of Lacombe County parks & trails locations, please visit https://www.lacombecounty.com/index.php/
parks-and-trails. If you encounter any issues with our parks, please contact us at 403-782-8379, or report it
through the myLacombeCounty app.
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Tee’ing off on Weeds – What Does
Golf Have to Do with Weed Control?
We are
all familiar
with the
statement,
“Begin with
the end in
mind," and
farming is
no different.
Harvest
Calvin Ireland
becomes the
foundation for
next year's
crop plan.
Harvest is the
time to gather
feedback
and collect results from all the efforts
throughout the summer. I want to
focus on weed control feedback and
herbicide performance. As farmers
travel over the field this fall with the
sprayer, swather, combine, truck, and
baler, they get to survey every inch of
their fields and assess their weed type,
species, distribution, and populations.
It becomes obvious now when the
crops are mature, what weed control
measures worked and what attempts
failed, leaving wild oats and thistles
towering above the wheat waving at
your neighbours driving down the road.
Or cleavers and chickweed providing
that “cover-crop” between the rows you
never planned on.
ntegrated Pest Management (IPM)
is the industry standard approach to
preventing pest infestations (weeds,
disease, insects) safely, economically,
and effectively. At its core, IPM is
a collaborative approach utilizing
as many methods, strategies, and
techniques to mitigate weed resistance
and spread.
The five main treatments of an IPM
are:
1. Cultural – crop rotation
2. Mechanical – tillage
3. Biological – natural predators
4. Behavioural – insect pheromones
5. Chemical – herbicide
The idea is that each treatment on its
own has limitations, but combined, the
results magnify the effectiveness and
longevity of the control over the target.
An IPM is the sum of its parts.
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As usual, the weather has the last
say when it comes to managing weed
infestations. Farmers know all too well
that June’s in-crop spray season is
too windy, too hot, too cold, too wet,
which emphasizes the importance
of diversifying your weed control
solutions. Not only do we need to
manage the weed, but we need to look
at the bigger picture and manage the
field, and that starts this fall.
From an IPM perspective, consider
what crop was planted this year – is
there excess straw? Perhaps fall
tillage (Mechanical) can provide weed
control while incorporating Avadex or
Edge granular herbicide (Chemical)
and prepping the seedbed to establish
a competitive crop stand (Cultural).
My point is, by the time we spray in
June and realize the herbicide was
not 100% effective for one reason or
another, it’s usually too late, and this
year’s problem becomes next year’s
worry.
Compare Integrated Pest Management
to the game of golf. You don’t go to
the golf course with only one club in
your bag, and before you line up on
the tee-box, you know what par is.
Each hole is like a new field, different
clubs/different weeds. It’s a “death by
a thousand cuts” approach (in my case
quite literally), but the more angles
we attack weeds from, the better the
chance of getting over or around the
sand traps and the natural defences of
the weed.
By using a variety of techniques, we
avoid putting all of our eggs in one
basket, and our chance of selecting
weed populations for herbicide
resistance dramatically decreases.
Using the same approach year after
year and expecting different results is
a gamble - not a plan. When travelling
over the fields this fall, keep some
records, take an inventory of species
and populations, and talk with your
agronomist about building your IPM
plan. If Mother Nature allows us time
to do some fieldwork after harvest, let's
take advantage and get a head-start
on next season.
Submitted by Calvin Ireland, CCA,
Central Alberta Co-op (Lacombe)

There is a club near you...
For more information Contact
Linda Blacklock
lindablacklock4@gmail.com
(403) 304-7234

ABOUT

Grain Bag and Twine Recycling in Lacombe County
Grain Bag Recycling

Twine Recycling

Details:

Details:

This service is offered free of charge to
agriculture producers operating within
Lacombe County. The grain bags will be rolled
and collected on farm site for eventual delivery
to a plastic recycling center in Alberta.

Producers can pick up Clean Farms Twine
Recycling Bags at the Lacombe County
office and Lacombe Regional Waste Services
Commission Transfer Sites during regular
business hours. Twine will only be accepted if
it is placed in the Clean Farms Twine Recycling
Bag, and then brought to the collection site.

Requirements:
• Agriculture producers who request grain
bag recycling services must provide one
individual on site, capable of assisting the
rolling and collection operation.
• Grain bags MUST BE FREE of grain, mud,
dirt debris, and vermin.
• To ensure used grain bags are eligible for
recycling, grain bag collection services
should be scheduled within one week of
grain extraction.
• Grain bag collection services are offered free
of charge.

Requirements:
1. Shake – Remove as much debris, snow or
ice as possible. Excessively dirty twine may
be rejected, or subject to a landfill tipping
fee or additional charges at drop off.
2. Bag – Place loose twine in a Clean Farms
Twine Recycling Bag and tie bags to
close. Please do not knot the twine. Clean
Farms Twine Recycling bags are available
free of charge at Lacombe County office
or Lacombe Regional Waste Services
Commission Transfer Sites.
3. Return – Return to a Lacombe Regional
Waste Services Commission Transfer Site
during regular business hours.

To book
collection
Grain
Bagsgrain
will bebag
collected
again or
forfurther
recycling
SOON. Call
403-782-8959
for questions
or for
questions
regarding
agriculture
plastics
or
additional
information.
twine recycling, please call 403- 782-8959.
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Dealing with skunks in Lacombe County
Did you know: Lacombe County DOES
NOT deal with skunk issues on private
properties.

provide advice or service. If you wish to contact a Fish
and Wildlife office near you:
• Ponoka Office- 403-783-7093
• Red Deer Office- 403-340-5142
• Stettler Office- 403-742-7510
About Skunks
Skunks feed heavily on insects and rodents such
as mice. They don't truly hibernate but will become
inactive in the coldest months of winter. Though not
usually social, skunks will den with other skunks to
share body warmth.

Typically, skunks are not aggressive and will let you
know that they feel threatened and may spray by:
•
•
•
•

Stamping their front feet
Growling
Raising their tails
Hissing

Respond to this threat by quietly and slowly
backing away and making no sudden or aggressive
movements as you do.

If you are having problems with skunks on your land,
there are steps that you can take to either prevent
attracting them or to deal with skunk problems.
The first step is to prevent skunks from visiting your
property. To accomplish this, you must remove the
food or shelter the animals are seeking.
Remove shelter:
• Clear out brush piles, stacked lumber and debris
piles that skunks can use as cover.
• Look around your property for spaces underneath
sheds, porches, decks and crawlspaces. These
spaces should be closed off with a ½ inch
hardware cloth. Make sure there are no skunks
inside when you close off the area.
• Deter skunks that have already taken up
residence under a building or other location
on your property by placing mothballs in these
spaces. The smell of mothballs repulses skunks.
Removing food:
• Store your garbage and recycling in containers
that have tight-fitting lids. Replace garbage cans
that are in poor repair.
• Feed your pets indoors, or remove their dishes
immediately after feeding and store the pet food
inside.
• Honey producers can stop skunks from raiding
beehives by installing and maintaining an electric
fence perimeter around the apiary. Also, place
beehives on stands one metre (3 feet) off the
ground.
The next step is to trap additional skunks. Skunks can
be hunted or trapped in all seasons by the owner or
occupant of the land.
Under Lacombe County's Skunk Trap Requests
Policy, skunk traps are loaned to County residents out
at no cost. There is a $75 deposit (cheque or cash).
The traps must be returned in 2 weeks and brought
back clean and undamaged.
Local pest control companies may also be able to
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SUBDIVISION & DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITY
Do you have
questions
about
subdivision or
development
activity?

Contact Us:
Lacombe County
Planning Services
(403) 782-8389
planning@
lacombecounty.com
Dale Freitag
Director of
Planning Services
Cajun Paradis
Senior Planner
Peter Duke
Planner / Development
Officer
Allison Noonan
Planning Services
Administrative Assistant
Charmaine Tootell
Planning Services
Receptionist
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SUBDIVISION & DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITY
August 1, 2020 to August 31, 2020
Development Applications Received
No.

File No.

Applicant
(Landowner)

Legal Description

Proposed Development

1

93/20

Jon & Karen McNeill

Pt. SW 15-40-26-W4M

Accessory Building
(Seacans – Ground Werx)

Approved

2

94/20

Stockmans Trading Co Ltd.
(Rod & Brenda Snopek)

SW 18-41-23-W4M

Home Based Business, Minor
(Wholesale Auto Business)

Approved

3

95/20

George Smith
(Annette St. Cyr)

Lot 5 Block 5 Plan 856MC
(Birch Bay, Gull Lake)

Setback Relaxation

Approved

4

96/20

Gene & Valerie Vollmin

Pt. SE 23-40-3-W5M

Dwelling
(Second Residence)

Approved

5

97/20

David Johnson &
Geertrui den Boer-Johnson

Lot 1 Block 1 Plan 192 2095
(Pt. NW 7-38-23-W4M)

Dwelling

6

98/20

David Gillispie

Lot B Plan 5864KS
(Blackstone Estates Subdivision)

Home Based Business, Major
(Renewal, D&L Enterprises)

7

99/20

GreenWay Pharma Inc.
(Kendallco Consulting Ltd.)

Lot 2 Block 3 Plan 072 9331
(Aspelund Industrial Park)

Accessory Building and/or Use
(2 – Seacans)

No.
8

File No.
100/20

Applicant
(Landowner)
Shaun
Schwab

Legal Description
Lot 1 Plan 932 2996
(Pt. SW 11-40-1-W5M)

9

101/20

Taylor Snow
(Larry Snow)

Lot 1A Block 1 Plan 0929672
(Pt. NW 8-41-1-W5M)

Accessory Building and/or Use
(Renewal, Larry Snow Trucking)

Approved

10

102/20

Paul & Megan Den Oudsten and
Herman & Betty Scholing

Pt. NE 11-41-26-W4M

Community Facility
(Expansion, Wedding Venue)

Approved

11

103/20

Doug and Tracy Leslie
(1450398 Alberta Ltd.)

Lot 1 Block 1 Plan 012 5145
(Pt. SE 2-39-3-W5M)

Minor Business and Trade
(Renewal, Silver Springs
Enterprises)

12

104/20

Dynamic Modular Homes
(Delta Land Co. Inc.)

Unit 120 Condo Plan 142 2139
(Sandy Point, Gull Lake)

One Recreational Vehicle, Park
Model Trailer

Approved

13

105/20

RBW Consulting (2015) Ltd.
(1840224 Alberta Ltd.)

Lot 10 Block 1 Plan 142 3957
(Iron Rail Business Park)

Automotive Equipment and
Vehicle Services
(Sharon’s RV Storage & Detailing

Approved

14

106/20

Dynamic Modular Homes
(Delta Land Co. Inc.)

Unit 121 Condo Plan 142 2139
(Sandy Point, Gull Lake)

One Recreational Vehicle, Park
Model Trailer

Approved

15

107/20

Robert & Karen Penrice

Lot 5 Block 1 Plan 202 1301
(Pt. SE 02-40-27-W4M)

Setback Relaxation

Approved

16

108/20

Robert & Karen Penrice

Lot 5 Block 1 Plan 202 1301
(Pt. SE 02-40-27-W4M)

Accessory Building and/or Use
Totalling Over 139.35m2

Approved

Subdivision Applications Received
File

Applicant

Proposed Development
Addition to Existing Dwelling

Decision
(otherwise pending)

Approved

Decision
(otherwise pending)

10

102/20

(Larry Snow)

(Pt. NW 8-41-1-W5M)

Paul & Megan Den Oudsten and
Herman & Betty Scholing

Pt. NE 11-41-26-W4M

12

13

105/20

3

Dynamic Modular Homes
(Delta Land Co. Inc.)

104/20

9

Approved

Lot 1 Block 1 Plan 012 5145
(Pt. SE 2-39-3-W5M)

Minor Business and Trade
(Renewal, Silver Springs
Enterprises)

Unit 120 Condo Plan 142 2139
(Sandy Point, Gull Lake)

One Recreational Vehicle, Park
Model Trailer

Approved

Automotive Equipment and
Vehicle Services
(Sharon’s RV Storage & Detailing

Approved

Unit 121 Condo Plan 142 2139
(Sandy Point, Gull Lake)

One Recreational Vehicle, Park
Model Trailer

Approved

Lot 10 Block 1 Plan 142 3957
(Iron Rail Business Park)

8

2

10

12/14

RBW Consulting (2015) Ltd.
(1840224 Alberta Ltd.)

4

Community Facility
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CountyVenue)
News

MAP
OF ACTIVITY
Doug and Tracy Leslie
11
103/20
(1450398 Alberta Ltd.)
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106/20

Dynamic Modular Homes
(Delta Land Co. Inc.)

15

107/20

Robert & Karen Penrice

Lot 5 Block 1 Plan 202 1301
(Pt. SE 02-40-27-W4M)

Setback Relaxation

Approved

16

108/20

Robert & Karen Penrice

Lot 5 Block 1 Plan 202 1301
(Pt. SE 02-40-27-W4M)

Accessory Building and/or Use
Totalling Over 139.35m2

Approved

17 11

5
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Subdivision Applications Received
No.

File
No.

Applicant
(Landowner)

Legal Description

Proposed Subdivision

17

S-016-20

Larry & Joan Staples

NW 3-39-3-W5M

1st Parcel Out

18

S-017-20

Keith & Pamela Worth
Jason Allan

NE 5-39-23-W4M
SE 5-39-23-W4M

Fragmented Parcel
(Subdivision & Consolidation)

Decision
(otherwise pending)

**NEW** Guide to Landscaping
For more information contact the County’s Planning Services Department at 403-782-8389

Landscapes and landscaping features are important
because they contribute significantly to our wellbeing and quality of life by integrating the built
environment with the natural environment. Welldesigned landscaping, whether it be in private
yards, businesses, or new multi-lot developments,
all contribute to Lacombe County’s physical form
and natural environment, building healthy habitat for
people, plants, and animals.
It was an identified action of the 2019 review of the
Municipal Development Plan (MDP) and Land Use
Bylaw (LUB) to redesign the old Guide to Suitable
Species into a more holistic landscaping guide. The
new Guide to Landscaping was endorsed by Council
on September 10, 2020.

The primary focus of this guide is to aid landowners/
applicants in the design of their landscaping and
preparation of landscaping plans to comply with the
requirements of the County’s Municipal Development
Plan and Land Use Bylaw. It includes content on
Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design
(CPTED), landscape drawing requirements, suitable
species, planting standards, security requirements,
and planting best practices.
To check out the new Guide to Landscaping, visit
our website (https://www.lacombecounty.com/index.
php/application-forms), or pick up a paper copy from
Planning Services.
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Ellis Bird Farm: 2020 Season Recap
Now that we're mid-September, Ellis
Bird Farm has closed for the season.
What a season it has been! Despite
our shorter time open, and despite
the Cafe being closed, we had over
10,000 visitors to our site.
Mid-August, we had a very interesting
discovery regarding our previous
generation of beavers onsite. As most
EBF followers know, we had beavers
on the site between 2010 and 2015.
They disappeared in the fall of 2015.
In the spring of 2016, we found two
decomposing corpses floating in
the pond. We removed the corpses
from the water, wrapped them in wire
mesh and placed them on anthills
in the West Woods. Last week, we
finally retrieved the bodies from the
anthills. Interestingly, one body must
have been so badly decomposed
that the head had already fallen off
in the water because there were only
bones, no skull, found among the
remains. But it was what we found in
the other cage that was so amazing.
There, amongst the bones, was the
skull of an adult beaver. Tucked in
the detritus was also the tiny skull of
a baby beaver! So, it appears that we
buried a mother (we speculate that it
was June) who was pregnant when
she died. We have both skulls on
display in the Visitor Centre.
On August 12th, we were pleased
to showcase the new Dow Gazebo,
which was designed and built by
Wayne Froese of Top Peg Timber
Frame Construction. The recycled
plastic components were supplied by
Dow and transformed into decking
and railings by Jonathan Beekman
of Full Circle Plastics in Lethbridge.
The wooden components were milled
by Wayne from the aged trees that
Charlie Ellis planted along Prentiss
road in 1956. The memory of Charlie
and Winnie will live on for many
years to come in this gazebo as well
as in the other structures that Wayne
has installed around the site. We
were grateful that Srikanta Hazra,
the new Dow Site Leader, was on
hand to do the ribbon cutting. Our
thanks to Dow for their support of
this gazebo through their community
grant program.
On the same day as the Dow Gazebo
opening, we also officially opened
and showcased our new MOTUS
project. The MOTUS tower is up and
running and is the first of its kind in
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Alberta: delivering information about
the movement of small animals
through radio telemetry arrays. On
hand to cut the ribbon was Lisa
Priestley of Strix Consulting, who
partnered with some of the project
logistics. Former board member and
MOTUS project coordinator, Leo de
Groot, had the honour of officially
plugging in the system.
Our Knee High Nature programs
have been astoundingly successful
this summer. Almost every one of
our programs were fully subscribed.
Normally we conclude our sessions
mid-August, as our summer staff
finish their terms at EBF, but this
summer, due to popular demand,
Claudia Lipski graciously offered
to carry them through until the end
of August. Her gentle and inspiring
demeanour was enjoyed by parents
and children alike as she led
sessions on bats and ants.
As more and more people have
become aware that this was our
site manager and biologist Myrna
Pearman's last summer on staff, we
had a huge interest in site and history
tours. In the last weeks of August and
into September, Myrna conducted
many site and history tours. Several
hundred people joined her as she
shared stories about Charlie and
Winnie, explained the history of EBF,
and outlined some of the exciting
projects and research that have
made EBF such a unique place and
interesting organization.
Finally, our Closing Day festivities,
though subdued due to COVID and
due to the chilly weather, were warm
and poignant. Over 125 people
showed up to celebrate the end of
the season and the end of Myrna's
involvement at Ellis Bird Farm .
Highlights of the day included the
presentation of a picture collage
to EBF by Howard Woodrow (the
Woodrows rented the farm between
1995 and 2005), a special thank
you to David Miller along with the
presentation of a commemorative pin
and plaque, a book signing by Myrna
Pearman, raffle ticket draws, and
goodbyes to our farm animals.
As we lock the gates to the public for
the final time in 2020, we thank all
our summertime visitors for making
this such a wonderful season. This
summer, I think we all benefited from
extra doses of Vitamin N(ature), and
the natural beauty of Ellis Bird Farm
generously provided. We hope to see
you all again in the spring!
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Scavenger Hunts & Scarecrow Building

Festival On-line Activities for 2020
Cultural Cooking Sept 25-27

Track down digital clues shown on Facebook to
get your name entered in a draw, the more you
find, the more chances to win. Then build your
own scarecrow and submit a picture of you both
for a chance to win a gift card. Starts Sept 25!

New this Year! The Living Library Sessions
Join local story tellers at the Lacombe Memorial
Centre, hosted by the Mary C. Moore Public
Library. Pick from a number of topics and sit one
on one and listen to their stories! Watch Facebook
and the library website for available session times
and topics. Book sessions Sept 25-27, through the
library at 403-782-3433 or email mcmpl@prl.ab.ca.

Gord Bamford Drive-in Concert Series

Butter Chicken & Chai with Aruna
Aguacate Rellenos– Stuffed Avocados
Glums Wareneki– Mennonite Pierogies

Arts &Crafts Sept 25-27
Beeswax Candle Making
The Art of Japanese Origami
Chalk Art Designs
Aboriginal Dot Painting
Chocolate Dipped Caramel Popcorn Balls
Henna Application and Design
Kits available for craft sessions while
supplies last. First come first served, at
Lacombe Tourism.

Agricultural Grounds and Pavilion Events

Coming to Lacombe during the Lacombe

Take in the live events at the Lacombe
Agricultural Grounds Sept 26-27th.
Featured organizations and individuals
will be onsite to share their talents and
passion for woodworking, woodturning,
spinning, carving, glasswork and more!

Culture and Harvest Festival September 26th!
All proceeds benefit the Gord Bamford
Foundation! Grab your tickets on sale at
www.GordBamford.com!

Enjoy some
informative demonstrations and
maybe take up a new hobby or craft!
Skilled artisans will share their
knowledge and expertise, who knows,
maybe a good opportunity to join a
new group or guild!

Lacombe’s got talent
Is back this year to showcase all of
the wonderful talent of the City of
Lacombe. Contestants from all
genres will compete online for
judge’s and community votes! Hosted by the Lacombe Performing Arts
Centre, follow their Facebook and
website for contestant bios and
video submissions.
Contestant entry videos to be showcased
Sept 26 & 27 online via Facebook.
https://www.lacombetourism.com/signatureevents/culture-harvest-festival/

Mary C. Moore Library Fundraiser
Lacombe Calendars for
2021, featuring the
photos of Travis Johnson,
graciously donated for
use to the Friends of
Lacombe Public Library. Order your copies early,
they will make great gifts. $20 each. Calendar
launch reception the evening of Nov. 25 in Anna
Maria’s Café.
To place your order call
403-782-3433 or email
mcmpl@prl.ab.ca for more
information.

Partner Profile
.

The Lacombe Performing Arts Centre is an environment for everyone to create, perform and
collaborate. It provides a much-needed space for community dance, theatre, art lessons, and
performance space for local and touring artists and musicians. The facility hosts three rooms for rent;
the Fireside Room, the Nowco Home Hardware Art Room, and a 150-seat SHUNDA Theatre
complete with professional sound and lighting equipment. Follow us on Facebook and our website for
concert listings and special events at the Centre
Lacombe Performing Arts Centre is a proud partner of Lacombe Regional Tourism and a participant
in local events and festivals.
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COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS
August 27, 2020
COVID-19 Q & A
Lacombe County Fire Chief D. Bussiere addressed
questions from Council regarding the COVID-19
pandemic.
SANDY POINT BOAT LAUNCH & MARINA –
PUBLIC FISHING
The report outlining concerns regarding fishing at the
Sandy Point Boat Launch and Marina was received
for information.
As per resolution of Council, the County Manager was
directed to install signage at the Sandy Point Boat
Launch and Marina advising boaters and anglers to
be courteous and work together in the undertaking of
their boating and fishing activities.		
GOVERNMENT OF ALBERTA – MUNICIPAL
STIMULUS PROGRAM
Council approved the Municipal Stimulus Program
Memorandum of Understanding between the Province
of Alberta and Lacombe County.
The County Manager was authorized to apply for
Municipal Stimulus Program funding for the Aspelund
Road Extension (Township Road 39-4) paving project.
ASPELUND ROAD EXTENSION PAVING
Subject to the Aspelund Road Extension (Township
Road 39-4) paving project being accepted as an
eligible project under the Municipal Stimulus Program,
the County Manager was authorized to tender and
award this project for completion in 2021.

VILLAGE OF CLIVE – REQUEST FOR FUNDING
– FIRE HALL
As per the resolution of Council, Lacombe County
will fund the Clive Fire Hall's roof repairs to a
maximum of $4,848.13 if those repairs are required.
This contribution will be funded from the Protective
Services Capital Reserve.
CRIMINAL CODE AMENDMENTS
The City of Cold Lake has requested that all
municipalities in Alberta, Saskatchewan and Manitoba
voice their concerns along with their respective
provincial governments.
A resolution that Council lobby the federal government
to revoke the amendments to the criminal code made
on May 1, 2020 under an “Order in Council” titled and
referred to as “Regulations Amending the Regulations
Prescribing Certain Firearms and Other Weapons,
Components and Parts of Weapons, Accessories,
Cartridge Magazines, Ammunition and Projectiles
as Prohibited, Restricted or Non-Restricted:
SOR/2020/96 did not receive Council approval.
PROVINCIAL POLICING COST LEVY –
DESIGNATE AS A REQUISITION		
Lacombe County will present a resolution for
endorsement at the Central Zone RMA meeting to
be held on October 2, 2020 regarding the Provincial
Policing Cost Levy being designated as a requisition.
If endorsed, the resolution will be presented at the
RMA Fall Convention in November 2020.
BYLAW NO. 1329/20 – SPEED CONTROL BYLAW
Council gave first reading and second reading to

Rural transportation
service now available
East Central Express is dedicated to high quality, low priced
rural transportation for the residents of Lacombe and Stettler counties. They currently have a commuter bus to serve
Lacombe and area. All our drivers have first aid, clean drivers abstracts, and are required to pass a vulnerable sectors
check.
Also, they are able to drop off and pick up from the Edmonton International Airport (EIA) and Calgary International
Airport. East Central Express can transport from Lacombe,
Stettler, and most of rural Alberta. If you’re going on a vacation and need to get to the Edmonton International Airport
or Calgary International Airport, give them a call!
East Central Express offers tours out of Lacombe, Stettler,
and other Central Alberta destinations to front-country tours
of Drumheller, Kananaskis, Banff, Nordegg, and Jasper for
groups who want a relaxing adventure. They also partner
with some of the best guides in the business to ensure a
great trip every time.
For more information, give them a call at 587-282-8294, or
visit their website at www.eastcentralexpress.com. Also, be
sure to like them on Facebook East Central Express.
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Bylaw No. 1329/20, a bylaw of Lacombe County
to regulate and control the speed of vehicles
within Lacombe County. Bylaw No. 1329/20 will be
presented for third reading at the September 10, 2020
Council meeting.
GULL LAKE WATERSHED SOCIETY
Representatives from the Gull Lake Watershed
Society provided a presentation on the proposed
Gull Lake Water Project and requested that Lacombe
County assist with the project through in-kind work or
funding.
The County Manager was directed to prepare a report
regarding this request to be presented at a future
meeting.
TOWN OF BLACKFALDS/LACOMBE COUNTY
FACILITIES OPERATIONAL COST-SHARING
AGREEMENT
The Town of Blackfalds/Lacombe County Facilities
Operational Cost-Sharing Agreement received Council
approval.
PROVINCE OF ALBERTA ASSESSMENT MODEL
REVIEW – LETTER TO MLAS
As per Council direction, a letter will be sent to
Minister of Environment and Parks and House Leader,
Jason Nixon and MLA Ron Orr, citing Lacombe
County’s concerns with the Province’s Assessment
Model Review.
Copies were forwarded to Premier Kenney and other
government officials.
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Lacombe County MP / MLA
contact information

If you have questions for your local
Member of Parliament (MP) or Member of
Legislative Assembly (MLA), here is the
contact information for their offices.
Mr. Blaine Calkins
MP for Red Deer - Lacombe
Phone:(587) 621-0020
Toll-Free: 1-800-665-0865
Fax: (587) 621-0029
Website: https://blainecalkinsmp.ca/

Mr. Ron Orr (UCP)
MLA for Lacombe - Ponoka
Phone: (403) 782.7725
Toll-Free: 1.800.565.6432
Fax: (403) 782.3307
Email: lacombe.ponoka@assembly.ab.ca

Mr. Jason Nixon (UCP)
MLA for Rimbey-Rocky Mountain House-Sundre
Phone: (403) 638.5029
Fax: (403) 638.0035
Email: rimbey.rockymountainhouse.sundre@assembly.
ab.ca
Mr. Devin Dreeshen (UCP)
MLA for Innisfail-Sylvan Lake
Phone: (403) 865.7580
Toll-Free: 1.888.655.2535
Fax: (403) 865.7585
Email: innisfail.sylvanlake@assembly.ab.ca

Regularly Scheduled
Meetings for
Lacombe County
Council

Committee of the Whole
First Tuesday of every second month at 9 a.m.
Council & MPC
Second and fourth Thursday of every month,
starting at 9 a.m..
The public and media are welcome to attend
all Council & MPC meetings. An agenda will
be posted to the website prior to the meeting.

Council Highlights & Minutes can
be found on our website under the
‘Council’ Link on the main page
- or scan the QR code (left) with
your smartphone!

the Blackfalds Public Library presents...

Blackfalds Culture Days 2020

Blackfalds & Area
Historical Society:
• How-To Video Series
• Online learning about
Indigenous Cultures
• Community Scavenger
Hunt

Family and Community
Support Services (FCSS):
• Sept 14 - Bridging Diversity
to Build Community
• Sept 26 - Community
Volunteer Celebration
(invite only)

Blackfalds Youth Crew:

Central Alberta Refugee
Effort:

•

Arts and culture
workshops (registration
will be required for
Youth Grades 4-12)

• Online Culture Talks
Lacombe and District
Family Resource Network

Town of Blackfalds:
• Arts and Culture
Registered
Programming
• Bulskit Performance
• Royal Tyrell Museum Virtual Visit
and Presentation
• Sept 25 - Drive in Movie (title will
be chosen through online poll)
• Sept 26 - Musical Fireworks
Show

• Focused programming
for families with young
children
Red Deer Native Friendship
Society:
•

Medicine Wheel Teaching

Blackfalds Against Racism:
•

Blackfalds Public Library:
• Weekly online gaming group
• Weekly registered sessions all featuring arts and culture
from around the world
• Month-long display
highlighting a variety of arts
and culture

Continued series of
opportunities to keep this
important conversation
going

More information will
be available at
blackfalds.com/events
during the month of
September.

September 2020

REA
&A

HIST
ORICAL SOCIETY

Blackfalds
Public
Library

BLACKFALDS YOUTH CREW

Board Members wanted: Blackfalds FCSS

The Town of
Blackfalds is
looking for
a Lacombe
County resident
to sit on the
Blackfalds and
District Family
& Community
Support Services (FCSS) Advisory Board.
The Blackfalds FCSS Board is an advisory Board
to Town Council and meets monthly. The Board
provides recommendations regarding direct service

provision; including, but not limited to, programming,
policy development, volunteer recognition, annual
budgeting, partnering opportunities, and funding for
other social prevention programming providers for
Town Council to determine.
For more information about the Blackfalds FCSS
Board please visit the Town of Blackfalds website.
If you have questions about serving on a Town
of Blackfalds Board or Committee or would like
additional details, please email volunteer@
blackfalds.com or contact the Blackfalds FCSS
Volunteer Programmer at 403.885.6360
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Fire Prevention Week 2020: Serve up fire safety in the kitchen
Lacombe County is promoting this year’s Fire Prevention Week campaign, “Serve Up Fire Safety in the
Kitchen!” The campaign works to educate everyone
about simple - but important actions - they can take to
keep themselves and those around them safe.

•

Cooking is the leading cause of home fires and home
fire injuries in Canada. The majority of reported home
fires started in the kitchen. Most home fires start with
the ignition of food or other cooking materials.

•

“We know cooking fires can be prevented,” said Lorraine Carli, vice-president of outreach and advocacy
at NFPA. “Staying in the kitchen while cooking, using
a timer, and avoiding distractions such as electronics
or TV are steps everyone can take to keep families
safe in their homes.”

•

food. If you have to leave, even for a short time,
turn off the stove.
If you are simmering, baking, roasting, or boiling
food, check it regularly. Remain in the home while
food is cooking, and use a timer to remind you
that you’re cooking.
You have to be alert when cooking. You won’t be
alert if you are sleepy, have taken medicine or
drugs, or have consumed alcohol that makes you
drowsy.
Always keep an oven mitt and pan lid nearby

•

when you’re cooking. If a small grease fire starts,
slide the lid over the pan to smother the flame.
Turn off the burner, and leave the pan covered
until it is completely cool.
Have a “kid-free zone” of at least 1 metre around
the stove and areas where hot food or drink is
prepared or carried.

For more information about Fire Prevention Week and
cooking fire prevention, visit www.fpw.org.

Lacombe County encourages all residents to embrace the 2020 Fire Prevention Week theme.
The most important step you should take before making a meal is to Serve Up Fire Safety in the Kitchen!
A cooking fire can grow quickly, and many homes are
damaged and people are injured by fires that could
easily have been prevented.
Lacombe County offers these safety tips to keep you
from having a cooking fire.
• Never leave cooking food unattended. Stay in
the kitchen while you are frying, grilling or broiling

D O YO U H AV E G R AV E L ?
To ensure we have a reliable supply of gravel to maintain our
County roads, Lacombe County is always on the lookout for
new gravel sources. Gravel is an important, non-renewable
resource necessary for construction and maintenance of roads.

W H AT S H O U L D I D O I F I T H I N K I H AV E G R AV E L O N M Y L A N D ?

If you think you have gravel on your property, and you wish to investigate further, please contact the
County office at 403-782-8379 and speak with the Operations Department. County staff will come out
to meet with you and arrange for testing. While the testing involves digging a test hole or holes, it is
done in the least invasive way practical.
There is no obligation on the part of the Land Owner if suitable gravel is found. The County will discuss options and work with the land owner on a possible agreement for access and use of the land.

IS THE GROUND

ROCKY?

ARE THERE GRAVEL PITS

NEARBY?

DO YOU HAVE A CREEK/RIVER BED ON

YOUR PROPERTY?
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W W W. L A C O M B E C O U N T Y. C O M

—

D O Y O U H AV E LO W LY I N G

PROPERTY?

HAVE YOU FOUND R OCKS DURING

EXCAVATION WORK?
T WIT TER @LACOMBECOUNTY

—

403.782.8379

September 18, 2020 - County News

COVID-19 INFORMATION

HELP
RELAUNCH,
SAFELY

Prevention starts with awareness.
Be informed on how you can protect
yourself and others from COVID-19:
Isolate if you’re feeling sick
When out, maintain physical distancing
of 2 metres
Wash your hands frequently for at least
20 seconds with warm water and soap
Cover coughs and sneezes and stay
home if you are sick
Avoid touching your face
Wear a mask in public places where
keeping a distance of 2 metres is difficult
STAY INFORMED

alberta.ca/covid19
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AROUND THE COUNTY
CANCELLED: Sargent Community
Pancake Breakfast
Due to COVID-19 restrictions the Sargent Community
Hall will NOT be having the Annual Pancake Breakfast
September 26.

Uses for the
myLacombeCounty app
Understanding the need to
connect with ratepayers in a
more mobile way, Lacombe
County has developed its
own service app called “my
Lacombe County”.

A reminder to all, harvest time is here, please share the roads with farm
machinery. Farmers, please stay safe in the fields and on the roads.

Make a

SPLASH

at the Kinsmen Aquatic Centre
5429 53rd Street, Lacombe AB

What’s Happening at the pool:
• New Fall Pool Schedule is available! Visit Lacombe.ca/
pool or call 403-782-1277 for details.
• Fall registration is open. Register online at
cityoflacombe.perfectmind.com
• Lacombe Sea Lions (JLC) begins September 28.
Register before October 1 and receive a 10% discount!
• Aqua-Zumba is now running on Mondays from
7:45 - 8:45p.m.
• Private pool rentals are available on weekends starting
at $126.50 for the full pool, up to 39 guests.
For more information on the KAC schedule, pool rentals and advanced
courses call 403.782.1277 or visit www.lacombe.ca/pool.

The myLacombeCounty app was created in house,
and allows people to obtain fire permits, create
service requests, find contact information, and
easily access County events, Council meetings
and social media updates.
Using the app
provides a more
mobile way for
people to engage
with the County,
and a new way for
our customers to
get the service they
need, by allowing
them to easily
contact the County
or make service
requests straight
from their mobile
devices.
Currently, the app
is only available
to Apple device
users, and can be
downloaded from the Apple Store by searching
"Lacombe County".

Follow us on social media
/LacombeCounty
@LacombeCounty
www.lacombecounty.com
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AROUND THE COUNTY
COMMUNITY
PEACE
OFFICERS
Lacombe County Community
Peace Officers DO NOT have
the authority to deal with criminal activity.
•
•
•

Lacombe County has four peace officers who:
Protect County road infrastructure
Enforce traffic infractions on County roads
Provide enforcement services (i.e.. Cattle
Drives)
• Inspect properties (Planning & Development
/ Crime Prevention Through Environmental
Design (CPTED)).

Please Note: Peace Officers do NOT have
the same authority as Police Officers. If
you suspect criminal activity, contact your
local RCMP detachment or dial 9-11.

COVID-19 INFORMATION

PRACTICE
PHYSICAL
DISTANCING
Keep at least 2 metres (about the
length of a hockey stick) between
you and others. If you are too close
to someone who coughs or
sneezes, you risk breathing in tiny
droplets that could contain the
COVID-19 virus.
Help support a healthy relaunch by
following public health measures,
practicing physical distancing and
good hygiene, and continuing to
act responsibly.

STAY INFORMED

alberta.ca/covid19
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OCTOBER 2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

Help us promote

YOU!

27

28

29

30

October 1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

16

17

Do you know a
business, person,
place or volunteer
you want to see
profiled in County
News?

24

Do you have a
photograph you want
to share?

County Council
9AM
11

12

13

14

15

Thanksgiving
(Office Closed)
18

25

19

Submissions Due
for County News
20

26

27

21

28

22

23

County Council
9AM

County News
published

29

30

31
Halloween

Stay up to date!
Follow us on social media
/LacombeCounty
@LacombeCounty

COUNTY NEWS
is published by Lacombe County and printed by
PostMedia. If you have feedback or story ideas,
please contact:
Nicole Plewis, Communications Coordinator
communications@lacombecounty.com
403.782.6601
24

We'd love to hear from you!

Lacombe County Directory

TAX PAYMENTS
Like other on-line bill
payments, there may be a
processing delay on on-line Tax
Payments. Payments MUST be
in our bank account on or before
the payment date (September
30), or penalties will apply. Don't
leave it until the last minute.

If so, email communications@
lacombecounty.com with your ideas,
photographs or stories.

RR3, Lacombe Alberta T4L 2N3 www.lacombecounty.com

Department Numbers:

Main Office - 403-782-6601
Planning Services - 403-782-8389
Community Services - 403-782-8959
Operations - 403-782-8379
Public Works Shop - 403-782-3567

General
Toll Free from Eckville and Ponoka

403.357.1770

After Hours Emergency Answering Service

403.357.1210

Administration Fax

403.782.3820

Public Works Fax

403.782.5356

For Service Requests, see our website - or phone the switchboard at 403-782-6601

Senior Administration
Tim Timmons, County Manager
ttimmons@lacombecounty.com
Michael Minchin, Director of Corporate Services
mminchin@lacombecounty.com

Call 403-782-6601 to speak
with the County Manager
or with a Lacombe County
Director

Bill Cade, Director of Operations
bcade@lacombecounty.com
Dale Freitag, Director of Planning Services
dfreitag@lacombecounty.com
Keith Boras, Director of Community Services
kboras@lacombecounty.com

Council

Home

John Ireland, Division 1
Brenda Knight, Division 2

Cell
403.392.3981

403.788.2168

Barb Shepherd, Division 3

403.550.2168
403.340.9724

Paula Law, Division 4

403.784.3803

403.348.1755

Ken Wigmore, Division 5

403.782.2593

403.588.1222

Keith Stephenson, Division 6

403.748.2431

403.350.4940

Dana Kreil, Division 7

403.746.3607

403.358.9400

