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County opposed to Province's proposed changes
to oil & gas tax assessments
Lacombe County residents and businesses will pay the price of Province’s proposed oil
and gas assessment models
Lacombe County Council is opposed
to a Province of Alberta proposal
to change how oil and gas wells,
pipelines and associated machinery
and equipment are assessed for
property tax purposes. If approved,
the changes would significantly impact
residents and businesses in Lacombe
County, either by significantly higher
municipal taxes, reductions in services,
or a combination of both.
“There is no doubt that the last few
years resulted in some challenging
budgets, and we didn’t expect that to
change anytime soon,” said Reeve
Paula Law. “However, municipalities
have been hit again and again, when
combined with increased policing
costs, reduced grant funding, and
COVID-19 related property tax
deferrals. We have been able to
shoulder much of that burden for our
ratepayers and businesses, but if
these assessment model changes go
through, it will have huge impacts that
we won’t be able to absorb through our
reserves.”
On July 30, Lacombe County Council
met with Lacombe-Ponoka MLA Ron
Orr to express their concerns and ask
for his support for Lacombe County
and the other rural municipalities
impacted by these proposed changes.
“While we are strong advocates for the
oil and gas sector and are proud of the
many companies that call Lacombe
County home, with the limited
information we have been provided
with, we fear that these changes won’t
benefit these companies. With limited
benefits to these companies, we
simply cannot support a change that
potentially will have a significant impact
on other businesses in the County
and our residents,” said Reeve Law.
“At the end of the day, there is only
one taxpayer, whether they are paying
taxes federally, provincially, or locally.”

Potential impacts to Lacombe
County
The Province is proposing four
different new assessment scenarios,
all with varying impacts to industry
and municipalities. While a decision
has yet to be made, the Rural
Municipalities of Alberta (RMA)
suggest that representatives from the
oil and gas industry favour Scenario
D. This scenario would have the
most significant adverse effect on
Lacombe County, and many other rural
municipalities.
The following outlines the potential
financial impacts to Lacombe County
based on these four scenarios (see
bottom of the page).
“The information we have received
from the Rural Municipalities of
Alberta (RMA) indicates that there
is no data or information, from either
industry or the Province, that links
the proposed assessment reductions
with enhancing Alberta’s oil and gas
company’s competitiveness,” said
Reeve Law. “Further, smaller, locally
owned companies will benefit less
from the revised assessment model,

savings in Alberta.”

and many may
face significant
assessment
increases. This
puts them at
a competitive
disadvantage
with larger,
international
companies who
have absolutely
no obligation to
reinvest those

In addition to these concerns,
Lacombe County felt there was a
perception concerning a lack of
transparency, particularly about future
impacts, since the proposed changes
reflect a one-year snapshot. Without
this information, there is no indication
of the financial implications for
Lacombe County in 2022 and beyond.
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“Despite what the government has said
previously, municipalities do not have
room for increased taxation. While
we could cover the cost by reducing
staffing and services, there is no
benefit to our residents: they would be
paying the same and receiving less,”
said Reeve Law.
More information on the proposed
changes, along with the impacts, can
be found in the Assessment Model
Review Impacts Report – Lacombe
County and the Rural Municipalities of
Alberta Assessment Model Review –
Outcomes Summary (both documents
can be found at www.lacombecounty.
com).
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Boat launches,
beaches & COVID-19
The COVID-19 public health crisis is not
over. All Albertans should now be acutely
aware of their role in preventing the spread
of COVID-19.
We remind the public about concerns of
overcrowding at Sandy Point beach and
the boat launches in the County, specifically at the Sunbreaker Cove boat
launch on Sylvan Lake and the Sandy
Point boat launch on Gull Lake. We ask
that if a beach or other area is too crowded
to ensure physical distancing, please visit
another location or come back another
day.
Stay away from local beaches, boat
launches and other public spaces if you
are unable or unwilling to adhere to the
direction of Alberta Health by:
• maintaining a physical distance of 2
metres from people outside of a family
cohort,
• staying home if feeling ill,
• practicing good hygiene.
Thank you for your cooperation.

2020 Tax
Installment
Payment Plan
(TIPP)
The Tax Installment Payment
Plan (TIPP) is a simple, secure
and convenient way to pay your
annual property taxes. When
you sign up, monthly payments
are automatically withdrawn
from your bank account on
the 15th of each month. To
obtain an application form,
contact Lacombe County at
(403) 782-6601 or visit www.
lacombecounty.com.

Canada and Alberta invest in water infrastructure
to support communities in Central Alberta
Alberta's Government is spending
$49 million on more than 70 rural
community infrastructure projects
throughout the province. As a
result, Central Alberta will see the
completion of phases six and seven
of the Highway 12/21 Regional Water
Transmission Line.
The villages of Clive, Alix, Edberg,
Ferintosh, and the Counties of
Lacombe and Camrose will see a safe
and stable water supply to the affected
communities.
“This project will probably help
these communities eliminate their
dependence on old aged infrastructure
and will shift to a safe and secure
supply. It will also create about 45
local jobs during the construction
phase,” said Prasad Panda, Minister
of Infrastructure for Alberta.
The influx of infrastructure projects
is part of Alberta’s Recovery Plan to
stimulate and diversify the economy.
“We’re trying to minimize the impacts
of the pandemic both in terms of
health and economically. We’re trying
to protect their lives and livelihoods,
but at the same time, we’re trying
to stimulate the economy to spend
and infrastructure. That way, we
can recover the economy, grow the
economy, and create local jobs,” said
Panda.
Since the pandemic, Panda says the
province has increased the budget for
infrastructure projects by 40 percent.
Brenda Knight, Chair of the Water
Commission and Lacombe County
Councillor, says the Regional Water
Transmission Line's completion is a
long time coming. She has worked
with the Water Commission for 15
years and was very excited to see the
project’s completion in sight.
“Water is the lifeblood of all
communities, and we appreciate
this so much. They can thrive, they
can grow, we’ll have eight rural
municipalities that will be connected
now. It will get them off of old
infrastructure they’ll have long term

From the left, Minister of Infrastructure for Alberta, Prasad Panda, Chair
of the Water Commission and Lacombe County Councillor, Brenda
Knight, and MLA, Ron Orr stand outside of Orr’s office on August 13,
2020.
~ Photo by Amie MacInnis, Sunny 94/Lacombe Online
safe, sustainable drinking water,”
explained Knight.
Knight has experienced first-hand
some of the challenges of the old
infrastructure.
“Ironically, I was the acting CAO in
Alix when they ran out of water. I got
a call from the village foreman that the
reservoir was dry. A six-inch line had
burst, and the pumps couldn’t keep
up. After a lot of studies, it became
apparent that the aquifers were not
going to last forever,” said Knight.
The updated water system will provide
new growth opportunities for the
affected communities, inviting new
businesses, new developments, and
new residents. Since the town of
Bashaw has been connected to the
waterline, they have already seen new
developments.
“Since they got onto the regional
water, they have had an agricultural
plastics recycling firm plant move
into the town. They needed water
in order to wash the plastic. I am
hoping that will continue to grow for
all of the communities. It will give the
opportunity for growth in the small
areas because water is so essential to
a lot of industry,” added Knight.

Follow us on social media

The project's total cost will be
$8,522,800 funded by both the
provincial and federal governments
and by the Regional Water Services
Commission. MLA for LacombePonoka Ron Orr was happy to seize
the opportunity to spend federal
money.
“Part of this here is also taking
advantage of an opportunity that
Ottawa has offered to help build
infrastructure in Alberta, and we don’t
want to leave money on the table
from Ottawa. That’s why we need to
get some of these projects done. It
builds our infrastructure; it makes our
communities viable, and it’s getting
some of our money back from Ottawa,
which I think is important for a lot of
people,” said Orr.
The extended waterline is expected to
begin construction in February of 2021
and is supposed to be completed
by 2022. With regular upgrades and
maintenance, it is expected that the
affected communities will have a safe
supply of water for many years to
come.
~ Article by Amie MacInnis, Sunny 94/
Lacombe Online
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Update your
Mailing Address!
If your address has changed,
make sure to notify us. Call
403-782-6601 or email info@
lacombecounty.com.
We also recommend updating the title of your
property with Alberta Land Titles. You can obtain
a form from us, by calling 780-427-2742, or online
https://www.alberta.ca/land-titles-overview.aspx
(under Change of address and name).

CLOSURES | Waste Transfer Station Repairs
Eckville Transfer Station
Closed: August 18,19, 22,
25 & 26
Visit the Bentley Transfer
Station during this closure

Alix/Mirror Transfer
Station
Closed: Sept. 10, 11, 12,
17, & 18
Visit the Prentiss
Transfer Station during
this closure

Lacombe County Assessment Notice
Each year, Lacombe County assessors review a portion of properties
to identify changes that would impact the assessment value, allowing
us to maintain accurate, up-to-date information.

THANK YOU VOLUNTEERS!
BALL IS BACK IN MIRROR! Thank you to the
local volunteers who helped get the Mirror ball
diamonds in shape, so that they can be enjoyed
by all ages once again!

Re-inspections are a best practice requirement set out by Alberta
Municipal Affairs. Lacombe County re-inspects all residential and
commercial properties on a seven-year cycle.

Despite delays caused by COVID-19, our County Assessors (pictured
left) will be completing inspections in:
• Twp 38-24 and
• Twp 39-24 (notiﬁcations were sent out in 2019).
What is property assessment?
Property assessment is the process of assigning a dollar value to a
property for taxation purposes. This process is regulated by the provincial
government. Residential, commercial and industrial properties are assessed
based on their market value. Machinery and equipment, linear properties
(wells, pipelines, and electrical transmission, cable and telephone lines), and
farmland are assessed based on regulated rates.

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact:
Larry Riep, Chief Assessor / 403-782-6601
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Tax Installment

RETURNED TAX NOTICES
The following tax notices were returned to the Lacombe County
office. If you recognize any of the people or businesses below,
please have them contact Lacombe County at 403-782-6601.

PAYMENT PLAN
Sign up TODAY

for the monthly plan.
Contact Lacombe County at (403) 782-6601 or
visit www.lacombecounty.com for more details.

1157277 Alberta Ltd.
1650429 AB Ltd.
1940907 AB Ltd.

Automatic
Budget-friendly
Simple
Convenient

DO YOU LIVE BETWEEN BLACKFALDS AND
HIGHWAY 20?
If you answered "yes", then your mailing address may have changed.
Lacombe County has received a number of returned tax notices from
properties this area, due to a civic address change. Contact us TODAY if
you have NOT received your Tax Notice by calling (403-782-6601).

The tax deadline is September 30, 2020

Recreation Spotlight on
ore Lacombe County

l
p
ex play

&

Trails? Parks? Lakes? Fishing?
Camping? Lacombe County has it!

Watch for our the "Explore & Play" feature to learn
about the many recreational offerings found in and
around Lacombe County!

Lacombe County is home to a number of parks, trails and public spaces for everyone
to enjoy. For a full list and map of Lacombe County parks & trails locations, please
visit https://www.lacombecounty.com/index.php/parks-and-trails. If you encounter
any issues with our parks, please contact us at 403-782-8379, or report it through the
myLacombeCounty app.
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825069 AB Ltd.
Anderson, Julia & Thomson,
John W

Huybregts, Colton/Sarah
Janke, David/Pamela
Kee, Charles
Khalaf, Christopher
Krush, Justin/Lyndon
Kulchisky, Kohlten/Reann

Campbell, Stanley

Labonte, Michael/Jilleen

Card, Michael/Christine

Lakeshore Acres Ent

Carlyle, Walter

Massey, Terry/Linda

CMMH Dreams Inc.

McGuinness, John

Deer, Tedrick/Sandra

Oasis Water Company Inc

Duberville, Kevin/Erica

Oro, Norma & Weisbrodt, Karl/
Marilyn

Flint, Richard/Trudy
Gwilliam, Anthony/Beverly
Hammond, Curtis
Harry, Gabriel
Havinga, Eric
Hound Dog Contracting Ltd.
Hudson, Garth/James
Hug, Victor

Reimer, Nikki
Van Den Brink, Maurice
White, Joseph/Alicia
White, Trevor
Whynacht, Jonathan & Sisson,
Amanda
Wilson, George
Yang, Ya Si

August 21, 2020 - County News

Shaw Gigabit download speeds now accessible to all Shaw
Residential Internet customers across Alberta
Shaw Communications Inc. recently announced that
it has become Alberta’s first province wide internet
service provider to offer gigabit download speeds to
100 per cent of its residential customers, following
years of investments to upgrade its Fibre+ network.
By completing its latest network upgrade in rural
Alberta, Shaw now delivers its fastest internet tier, Fibre+ Gig, to every community that it services in more
than 100 municipalities and First Nations across the
province. Shaw’s fastest download speeds are more
broadly available than those of its Alberta competitors, allowing more families in the province to access
and enjoy gigabit download speeds.
“We understand a fast and reliable internet connection is critical for our customers whether they are at
home, in the office, or on-the-go, which is why — in
Alberta alone — we have invested more than $11

billion over the last seven years in our network and
services to keep Albertans connected. By investing in
Alberta, we are ensuring people across the province
continue to have excellent connectivity today and the
bandwidth needed to future-proof their homes for tomorrow,” said Brad Shaw, Executive Chair and CEO,
Shaw Communications.
“Alberta’s networks serve as the communications
backbone of our entire economy, and that has been
reinforced by the realities of the pandemic. Albertans
are more reliant on connectivity today than they have
ever been before, and broadband networks are now
irreplaceable pillars of our economy,” Mr. Shaw said.
Alberta Premier Jason Kenney confirmed the importance of strong networks to the province’s economic
recovery and prosperity.

Medicine River Watershed Society
Annual General Meeting

Tuesday, September 15 | 7:30 PM | Gilby Community Hall
PLEASE NOTE: Due to COVID-19 restrictions, we will not be able to serve
food. We look forward to seeing you there!

“Shaw is an Alberta success story. Their commitment
to expand high-speed internet access to folks across
our province is a tremendous step forward for Alberta.
Access to fast and reliable internet connections is
more important than ever today — and not just for
those living in our province’s biggest cities,” Premier
Kenney said. “Alberta’s Recovery Plan depends on
the creativity and innovation of our job creators who
have chosen to invest and create prosperity here.
That’s why we are so thrilled with this tremendous
step forward being made by Shaw to make life better for rural Albertans and the communities they call
home.”
Shaw’s Fibre+ Gig is the most broadly available plan
for gigabit download speeds in all of Western Canada. In addition to all of Shaw’s residential internet
customers in Alberta, Shaw’s Fibre+ Gig internet tier
is available to more than 99 per cent of Shaw Business customers in the province.
“Shaw’s Fibre+ network ensures that customers in
Lacombe today can get access to the same Fibre+
Gig speeds that customers in Edmonton and Calgary
currently enjoy,” Mr. Shaw said.
Over the past seven years Shaw has invested a total
of over $20 billion in growing Shaw’s Fibre+ network
and services, including $11 billion in Alberta, in order
to offer customers the bandwidth they need to operate the data-intensive applications that they’ve come
to depend on.
This need has never been more evident than it is
today, as Albertan families and workplaces continue
to observe pandemic-related physical restrictions
and work from home. In fact, Shaw’s Fibre+ network
alone has seen a 160 per cent increase in network
traffic related to video-conferencing use since the
pandemic.
Shaw’s Fibre+ network is one of the most advanced
telecommunications networks in North America. Shaw
feeds fibre into every neighborhood it services, allowing customers to access incredible speeds, travelling
over a 99.9 per cent fibre route, complemented by
highly robust and future proof coaxial cable.
Shaw Fibre+ residential internet customers get access to Shaw’s suite of in-home technology, including
the Shaw Home app to manage WiFi, and the Shaw
TV app to access their favourite shows and movies
on-the-go, in addition to complimentary access to
Shaw Go WiFi — Canada’s largest WiFi network.
Customers with a Shaw Gateway modem can also
add comprehensive cybersecurity with Shaw Network
Security, and can also bring the best WiFi experience
together with Shaw’s best TV package, Total TV.
More information about Shaw Fibre+ Gig can be
found at shaw.ca/internet/plans
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SAFETY FIRST
Lock it or Lose it! AB RCMP remind Albertans to lock their vehicles
Alberta RCMP is urging residents to take steps
to prevent vehicle theft and theft from vehicles.
August saw the highest reported number of vehicle thefts (over 1,000) and thefts from vehicles
(over 1,300) in Alberta RCMP jurisdiction in
2019. According to a data sample from 2018, 26
per cent of stolen vehicles had the keys in them
and 8 per cent were left running.
Quick facts (Alberta RCMP jurisdiction 2019
stats):
•

August, July and October were the top three
months for vehicle thefts.

•

August, July and September were the top
three months for thefts from vehicles.

•

In total, there were over 12,200 reported
thefts from a motor vehicle for the year.

•

In total, close to 10,000 vehicles were reported stolen that year.

•

Trucks were the most commonly stolen
vehicle.

Steps for protecting your vehicle can be as
simple as closing the windows and removing
the keys when you leave. Here are more tips for

preventing thefts:
•

Lock the doors.

•

Remove valuables from vehicle including
purses, shopping bags, change, electronics
and sunglasses.

•

Remove garage door opener.

•

Park your vehicle in sight or in a well-lit area.

•

Use a steering wheel lock.

•

Lock your garage.

•

Disable power to the garage door if you're
leaving for an extended period of time

This August, the RCMP will be using #AutoSafety to provide information on how to keep your
vehicles safe this summer. Watch our Facebook
(@RCMPinAlberta) and Twitter (@RCMPAlberta) feeds for tips and reminders to help reduce
thefts of, and thefts from, vehicles this summer.
If you see something suspicious, report it to your
local police service. If you see a crime in progress, call 911. If you wish to remain anonymous,
you can contact Crime Stoppers at 1-800-2228477 (TIPS), online at www.P3Tips.com or by
using the "P3 Tips" app available through the
Apple App or Google Play Store.

Traffic Safety Plan targets
"Vision Zero"
Earlier this summer, Lacombe County Council adopted
a Traffic Safety Plan - a strategic outlook to traffic
safety and a guide for County Peace Officers to
implement a coordinated enforcement effort.
The main goal of the plan is to achieve a reduction in
the number of collisions, deaths, and injuries in the
County.
Since the implementation of Traffic Safety Plans in the
province, the number of collisions, deaths and injuries
on Alberta’s roads have declined considerably.

Unless the RCMP requires more information, you
will not be contacted by a police officer.
If you have a crime that requires a police officer, call
the non-emergency number at 1-855-565-7555.
You can use Online Crime Reporting if:
You have lost something that costs less than
$5000
Someone has stolen something from you that
costs less than $5000
Someone has vandalized your property or
vehicle & it will cost less than $5000 to repair it

The crime happened within the jurisdiction of the
Alberta RCMP
You cannot use Online Crime Reporting if:
There is a witness or suspect
There are lost or stolen items involving personal
identity, firearms, licence plates or decals
We will need your:
• Name
• Address
• Phone number
• Email
A typical report will take 15 minutes to complete.
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To build upon this Traffic Safety continuum, the
County introduced Vision Zero into the (2020-2023)
Traffic Safety Plan. Priorities are addressed using
several core strategies, including education and
communication and new technologies in relation to
traffic calming. Local enforcement initiatives include
working together with our law enforcement partners
to implement the Provincial Traffic Safety Calendar
throughout the year.
The adoption of Vision Zero makes Lacombe County
one of Alberta's first municipalities to take on a longterm goal of zero fatalities and major injuries from
motor vehicle collisions.
You can see the plan on our website at www.
lacombecounty.com, and search "Traffic Safety".
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MIRROR CORNER
We love local
businesses!
We are looking for Mirror
businesses to feature in the Mirror Corner.
If you operate a business in the Mirror area and want to be
profiled in County News, please email communications@
lacombecounty.com with a write-up and photos of your business.

We'd love to hear from you!
Thanks to Lacombe County, you
can now connect to the world at
Mirror Public Library.

Development Incentive Grant
available for Hamlet of Mirror

Did you know: Lacombe County has a Development Incentive Program (DIG) aimed at encouraging entrepreneurs to locate their businesses in the Hamlet of Mirror.

How does it work?
The program offers a grant based on a percentage of the property
taxes. Eligible commercial or industrial businesses can qualify for a
rebate of up to 100% of the municipal portion of their property taxes
for a period of 10 years (decreasing by 10% each year for 10 years).
Ready to take a vacation from municipal property taxes?

Interested?? Contact the Planning and
Development Department today at 403-782-8389!

Mirror Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 189 - 5015 50th Avenue
2020 Mirror Dog Tags

A license is required for all dogs in
Mirror. As of February 1, 2020, the
cost is $30 for an altered dog, and
$50 for an unaltered dog. For more
information please call (403) 7826601 or visit www.lacombecounty.
com (County Services >Hamlet
of Mirror>Policies/Bylaws>Dog
Control).

Friends of the Mirror Library
Society

The library is open Wednesdays 1
p.m. - 7 p.m. If you are interested
in the library, we invite you to join
our Mirror Library Board. Your
interest and input are welcomed!

Jolly Seniors

Pancake breakfast every second
Sunday from 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

Booking Mirror Community
Hall

Call Lisa 403-788-3890 or cell 403505-3894.

Mirror Library

Join us Wednesdays from 1 p.m.
to 7 p.m. Check out our new
selection of books and movies, or
access high-speed Wi-Fi Internet.

Meat Draws Saturday at 4 p.m.
General meetings second Sunday
at 1 p.m. (unless otherwise
posted).

Mirror Skate Park

Located across the street by the
community hall. Meetings occur
the second Tuesday of month.

Mirror and District Museum

Meetings are on the first Monday
of the month at 7 p.m. Call 403788-3828 for more information.

For Rent

Large room in Mirror Business
Centre, for rent by month or day.
Contact Jim Sturgeon 403-7882380 or Tasha Conway ATB 403788-3001

CN Rail crossing delays

If you experience delays longer
than 20 minutes at the Mirror
rail yard crossing, call CN Rail
at 1-800-465-9239. Follow the
prompts and be ready to provide
details shown on the crossing
signal mast to CN personnel.
Transport Canada may be reached
at 1-888-463-0521.

We’re ONLINE!
Lacombe County recently launched a
Facebook page! Stay up-to-date on the latest news and events: www.facebook.com/
LacombeCounty.
We are also on Twitter: @LacombeCounty
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CONSTRUCTION NOTIFICATIONS
Notice of Construction
Completion
Pursuant to Municipal Government Act M-26.1 534(1) Lacombe
County hereby provides notice to any person having an interest
in land that is adjacent to lands which Lacombe County has
constructed a public road. Persons entitled to compensation
from the municipality for loss of or the permanent lessening of
use of that person’s land caused by the public work are advised
to make a claim within 60 days after this notice is published.
The following road is complete as of July 29, 2020:
• Project Number: C0211
• Description: West of 25 & 36-39-2 W5M
Rge Rd 2-1
(Jct of Rainy Creek Road (Twp Rd 40-0) south to Blissful
Beach Subdivision)

TRAIL SAFETY in
Lacombe County
Lacombe County reminds trail users - especially those
using the Great Trail between Lacombe and Blackfalds
- to obey ALL traffic signs.
Earlier this month, a Lacombe Lakes resident brought
forward a concern that bike riders were not stopping at
the small "STOP" signs on the pathways.

These signs are there for YOUR safety!
Please bike safely, and teach your kids how to bike
on local roads and pathways properly.

DID YOU KNOW?
•

The most common error committed by cyclists involved in casualty collisions was disobeying a traffic
signal (23.4%).

•

The largest number of casualty collisions involving
bicycles (38.1%) occurred during the evening rushhour period (3:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.).

•

Cyclists must be aware that only pedestrians people on foot - have the right of way in crosswalks.
Only if a cyclist dismounts and walks their bike
across a crosswalk are they a pedestrian.

•

Failure to stop at a stop sign: $388.

•

Operating a bicycle on a sidewalk that is not designated as shared-use: $100.

•

Failure to yield to a pedestrian in a crosswalk: $776.

•

Failure to yield to pedestrians on shared-use sidewalks or paths and/or ring your bell before passing:
$250....
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Notice of closure and detour for
bridge construction
A road closure due to
Bridge Construction will
begin on Monday, August
17, 2020. The closure is to
facilitate the construction
for the bridge file 01415,
and will impact Twp Rd
39-4 (Stanton Road),
extending between Rge
Rd 23-4 west to Rge Rd
24-0.
A detour will be in place.
Please watch for and
obey posted signage.
The road will be closed
until September 17, 2020
(weather permitting).
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OPERATIONS

Summer Grading Program
in Lacombe County
Summer might be here, but this year's
wet weather has impacted local
road maintenance and construction
schedules. We often hear complaints
about washboard and dust in the
summer months. Currently, washboard
is less prevalent on roads, but other
issues have arisen, such as wheel
rutting, lack of gravel on some roads,
culverts and drainage concerns, and
soft spots appear.
The rainy weather also impacts
Lacombe County's ability to maintain
gravel roadways, as graders can't work
on wet roads. Weather, changing traffic
patterns, and public expectations will
always challenge the road system, and
the gravel roads will always be a work
in progress. We thank our residents for
their patience.
On average our grader district size is
approximately 135 miles (216 km), and
we have eight grader districts. They will
average 10 miles grading per day, so it
takes about 13.5 business days to get
around their district.
We try to grade the gravel roads once
every 2.5 weeks, but numerous factors
will affect that schedule.
• Roads with larger traffic volumes or
heavy traffic require more attention.
• Dust control – the grader operators
prepare each site for calcium, so
their regular schedule is delayed.
• Gravel crew in their area has the
same effect.
• Rain will push back the schedule.
A road that has been adequate for local
traffic for many years may be impacted
if a new business or industry is installed
along that road.
Gravel – roads are gravelled on
average of once every three years
Washboard
When the gravel roads dry, the biggest
issue for drivers becomes washboard.
This can be a difficult problem to
address since the road can be graded
one day, but the washboard returns in
a short time frame. More grading does
not necessarily fix the problem since
working up loose material creates ideal
conditions for the washboard to recur
quickly.

D O YO U H AV E G R AV E L ?
To ensure we have a reliable supply of gravel to maintain our
County roads, Lacombe County is always on the lookout for
new gravel sources. Gravel is an important, non-renewable
resource necessary for construction and maintenance of roads.
Washboard is often created by the
acceleration or stopping action of
vehicles, making washboard more
prevalent at intersections on hills.
Drivers can help reduce the problem
by slowly accelerating away from the
intersection or slowing down as much as
possible before braking when coming up
to an intersection.
Despite the many challenges of
keeping gravel roads in good summer
driving condition, we have systems
and procedures in place to keep these
roads as safe as possible. While driving
gravel roads this summer, please
obey the speed limit and be vigilant for
washboard and soft spots.

W H AT S H O U L D I D O I F I T H I N K I H AV E G R AV E L O N M Y L A N D ?

If you think you have gravel on your property, and you wish to investigate further, please contact the
County office at 403-782-8379 and speak with the Operations Department. County staff will come out
to meet with you and arrange for testing. While the testing involves digging a test hole or holes, it is
done in the least invasive way practical.
There is no obligation on the part of the Land Owner if suitable gravel is found. The County will discuss options and work with the land owner on a possible agreement for access and use of the land.

IS THE GROUND

ROCKY?

ARE THERE GRAVEL PITS

NEARBY?

DO YOU HAVE A CREEK/RIVER BED ON

—

PROPERTY?

HAVE YOU FOUND R OCKS DURING

YOUR PROPERTY?
W W W. L A C O M B E C O U N T Y. C O M

D O Y O U H AV E LO W LY I N G

EXCAVATION WORK?
T WIT TER @LACOMBECOUNTY

—

403.782.8379

Reminder: Lacombe Regional Waste
Services requires proof of residency

recorded. This information is collected
under the authority of Section 33(c) of the
Freedom of Information and Protection of
Privacy Act.

As of July 1, 2020, all Lacombe
Regional Waste Services Commission
(LRWSC) Transfer Sites requires
residents who are accessing the
facilities to present a proof of
residency to attendants.
This can be in the form of a utility bill with
a service address or a driver's license
with a physical address (PO Box or RR#
WILL NOT BE accepted).
Verification of residency will be
visually confirmed by the attendants
and no personal information will be

ANY residential loads that cannot show
proof of residency within Lacombe
County will be turned away. This will
ensure only legitimate rate paying
residents are using LRWSC waste
transfer sites, and will eliminate any
out-of-county residents (non-contributing
members) from utilizing these sites.
Please contact LRWSC with any
questions or concerns at (403) 7828970.
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FOR RENT
Pasture Sprayers

Lacombe County Agriculture Services Has
Pasture Sprayers for County Residents to Rent

RENTAL RATE - $50.00/DAY
DEPOSIT - $200.00 (deposit refundable when sprayer returned in good condition)
 Pull type - 400 gallon water capacity, 20 gallon/acre coverage
 Designed for spraying range and pasture in rough terrain
 Has additional hand gun system and fence line spraying nozzle
 Simple to operate
 Can be pulled by trucks OR tractors

To book a sprayer, please call
403.782.8959

USE RESPECT – ASK FIRST SIGNS
Use Respect –
Ask First

Fall Weed Control

There is still time left to control
those problem weeds you’ve been
struggling with all summer. Fall
presents an excellent time of year to
make progress on removing stubborn
perennial weeds – especially Canada
thistle or pesky dandelions.

With the cooler fall season
temperatures coming in, grass finally
has a chance to recover from the
heat stress of summer. You can
encourage good grass competition
during this time, which in turn will
help choke out any lingering weeds.
Fertilizing, aerating, top dressing,
reseeding, and proper mowing height
can help a lawn setting. With pastures,
rotational grazing, proper stocking
rates, seeding/overseeding, and
nutrient adjustments contribute to a
good healthy grass stand. Essentially,
any activity that can help encourage
your grass to build up a healthy root
reserve of nutrients to last it through
the winter and to be well prepared for
spring weather.

branches and leaves, or just general
plant material, be mindful of how
and where you might be transporting
these undesirables, as they can cause
issues if they aren’t dealt with properly.
Lastly, a fall herbicide application can
be an extremely effective technique
for resolving perennial weed concerns
before they become a problem next
growing season. Make sure to use a
registered, selective herbicide for best
results.
If you have any questions, please
call the Lacombe County Agriculture
department at 403.782.8959.

Another thing to keep in mind as
you might be deadheading, pruning
or removing built up dead or dying
material, is the proper disposal of
yard waste. Whether it be weed
flowers or seed heads, diseased

You’re in farm country.
Please share the road.

Autumn is harvest season in Lacombe County. To ensure
everyone’s safety, please be patient when encountering large,
slow-moving farm equipment on rural roads.

These signs are available free for
landowners across Alberta.
The signs include a space for
landowner’s contact information and/
or conditions of the land.
These Signs are available at the Lacombe County office free of charge.
For more information on the Use Respect – Ask First program please contact:
Dion Burlock
10
Agricultural
Fieldman
dburlock@lacombecounty.com
403.782.8959

Ken Kranrod
Alberta Conservation Association
ken.kranrod@ab-conservation.com
877.969.9091

www.lacombecounty.com

403.782.6601

@LacombeCounty

/LacombeCounty
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**WEED ALERT: Baby's Breath**
Baby's Breath (Noxious): Infestations can be caused from floral arrangements
Identification:
Stems: have numerous
branches.
Leaves: are opposite and
lance shaped. Leaves are not
noticeable when the plants are
in bloom.
Flowers: are small, white, and
numerous. The flower has 5
petals and a sweet scent.
Seeds: are black and kidney
shaped. This plant is highly

productive.
Roots: are large and woody
About: Baby’s Breath was
introduced from Europe as an
ornamental. The perennial,
noxious weed is commonly
found in floral displays.
Seedling plants emerge in
early spring and once matured
will develop a deep and thick
penetrating root system. Plants

do not flower until the third year
when flower buds develop.
Many infestations are caused
by an escape from floral
arrangements.
Control:
Grazing: not palatable to
livestock.
Mechanical: regular mowing
can reduce seed production
but must be repeated. The

most effective control method
combines hand picking with
chemical control.
Chemical: please check the
current crop protection guide or
call the county for more
information.
Prevention:
Prevent floral arrangements
from escaping into surrounding
environments.

Meadow Hawkweed (Noxious): Distinguish from members of the Aster family
Identification:
Stems: erect, solitary, and bear
simple, glandular and stellate
hairs. Plants grow 20-70cm.
Leaves: Basal leaves are
oblong/lance-shaped to spoonshaped, and 5-25 cm long and
1-3 cm wide. The upper leaf
surfaces bear long simple hairs.
Flowers: Yellow ray flowers are
borne in compact, flat-topped
clusters of 20-50.
Seeds: similar in appearance as
a thistle or dandelion
Roots: vegetative reproduction
via rhizomes, stolons, and root
fragments, and rapid growth.

A lot of people are noticing the gophers
running around now. Is this the right
time to be trying to control the gophers?
Not really. They are not even really
gophers. They are Richardson ground
squirrels and they have been a pest in
our fields for a very long time.
Perhaps you are not aware, but the
best time to control these squirrels is
early in the spring, before they mate,
before the grass starts to grow. What
we are seeing now are the babies born
this spring. The males go back into
hibernation in June and the females go
back into hibernation in early July.
Richardson ground squirrels (RGS)
tend to be a problem in drought years.
The crops grow poorly and these squirrels eat grass and crop. If there isn’t
much grazing on pasture, they move

About:
Hawkweeds prefer well drained,
coarse textured soils. It can
successfully grow under coniferous forest canopy. Non-native
hawkweeds exhibit many
characteristics of an invasive
plant: high seed production and
germination rates, asexual seed
production, wind-dispersed
seed, vegetative reproduction
via rhizomes, stolons, and root
fragments, and rapid growth
An undetected patch of hawkweed has great potential to
become an uneradicable infestation.

Control:
Grazing: not recommended
Mechanical: Mowing before
flowering will prevent seed
production of taller plants but
will not inhibit reproduction via
stolons and rhizomes. Hand
digging can be effective, but
root fragments will generate
new plants, so mechanical tilling/cultivation is ineffective.
Chemical: Hexazinone, 2,4-D,
and glyphosate are registered
for use on Hieracium spp./
hawkweeds. Check the current
crop protection guide or call the

Time for Gopher Getting?
into the annual crop. A bad infestation
can clean off several acres in a field.
The RGS are mostly vegetarian and
will eat anything green and growing.
If you are going to use poison to try to
control them, you need to do it when
there is little else for them to eat. March
and April are excellent times for gopher
control as their regular food source has
not started growing and they will take
poisoned bait.
The problem with strychnine is that
poisoned RGS can, in turn, poison
any animal that eats that carcass. This
causes deaths of other, non-target
animals. Because of the unintended
consequences of killing birds and
predators, the time left to us to use
strychnine for gopher control is rapidly
coming to an end. The federal government, through the Pest Management

county for more information.

Regulatory Agency, registers pest
products and they have decided the
registration for the use of strychnine for
RGS control will not be renewed. It will
expire on March 4, 2023. Sales can be
made until March 4, 2022. The PMRA
reviews pesticide registrations every 10
years and research with strychnine and
RGS have shown there is far too many
non-target animals getting poisoned
from eating dead squirrels. This includes any scavenging coyotes or birds
and hawks.
There are ways to manipulate the
environment to reduce the impact of
RGS. This includes leaving adequate
grass length in the pastures to prevent
RGS from seeing when predators approach. Some have built
hawk roosting poles to allow
hawks to keep an eye on an

Prevention:
Learning to recognize the differences between hawkweeds
and the many yellow-flowered
members of the Aster Family is
key to prevention. Hairs are an
important characteristic of nonnative hawkweeds. Long term
management of hawkweeds requires maintaining healthy forbs
and grasses - fertilization of desirable vegetation can result in
out-competition of hawkweeds.
Re-seed disturbance in areas
susceptible to hawkweed invasion.

area. Swainson’s hawk’s primary food
source is RGS. Other poisons that have
been used in the past but they tend to
be rather ineffective. Badgers are effective biological control but the holes and
damage just get larger.
As we see the end of use for strychnine
to control Richardson ground squirrels,
maybe now is the time to do some research into other, less destructive ways
of reducing damage from these prolific
rodents.
~ By Harry Brook
Flagstaff County Agricultural Fieldman
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2020 Crop Mid-Season Review
2020 started
with a bang
when news that
Covid-19 would
grind our social
and economic
worlds to a
halt. Luckily in
Central AB, the
viral impacts
Grant McCormick
of Covid-19
have been
less severe
than in other
jurisdictions. But
the disruption
and fear factor
has most definitely been felt. On the
other hand, the crop year to date has had
a few bumps and bruises but to a large
degree has been pretty smooth.
Crops for the most part, look amazing.
There are signs of too much water in
some poorly drained fields and low spots,
but as a whole we should be thankful.
Areas not too far north, starting in
Wetaskiwin County have been inundated
with rain and wet conditions. Some areas
have been facing these conditions for 3-4
years now.
Once soils without an established
crop become saturated, the problems
compound. Drainage is one way to
correct any surface pooling, but that
can be difficult when rain continues to
replenish the supply. Compaction also
becomes a problem when trying to work
saturated soils. Even established crops in
saturated areas of a field struggle when
the porosity of the soil is filled with water
and their roots are unable to respire. One
of the best management tools to deal
with this is to incorporate technology to
isolate the poor areas within a field and
either manually or through a prescription
apply crop inputs to the better areas
of the field only. This allows for a more
focused management approach and the
ability to manage cost on these variable
fields. Returning post-harvest to improve
drainage would be another way to
manage wet fields.
Another issue that a wetter year has
exposed is the limited windows to apply
crop protection products. Everyone
knows that ideal timing improves the
efficacy of herbicides, fungicides and
other crop protection products. When
delayed by wet weather or even very

12

wet fields, the progress of weeds and
diseases continues. As crops move
past the ideal stage for application, the
chance of having poorer performance
increases. Results are now showing up
with a few wild oat escapes and some
fields showing higher disease pressure.
Because this is Alberta, the chance of a
hail event on your farm becomes not “if”
but “when” is it my turn. 2020 has been
pretty kind to Lacombe County. Two
major hailstorms tracked through the
county in the first couple of weeks of July
on very similar tracks starting well west
of Blackfalds, moving due east. Those
that were hit suffered substantial damage
and given the crop stage of pulses and
cereals at the time full recovery has been
limited. Canola being the elastic crop that
it is, started re-growing but is at risk of an
early frost this fall.
The major non-production agricultural
news story has been around the global
disruption of commodity markets due
to Covid-19. Many producers had their
production contracts reduced -namely
malt barley, potatoes and many livestock
sectors. The food supply chain has
become so defined over the last 10-20
years that any disruption, upsets the
balance between supply and demand.
The meat sector has been extremely
hard hit with the temporary closing of
packing facilities and reduced restaurant
demand causing back-ups in the supply
chain and negatively impacting those
markets.

NOTICE

It has been mentioned many times on
social media and other news wires that
most cannot wait for 2020 to be put into
the history books. Many would prefer
to move forward and try to forget 2020.
Maybe learning a few good lessons
about the impacts that this pandemic
caused along with some solid strategies
to minimize those impacts would maybe
be a better strategy.
Lacombe County has for the most
part enjoyed a pretty good growing
season with above average rainfall,
average heat, and sunshine and just a
few hail events to deal with. Hopefully,
this continues through harvest and
everyone’s bins are full come November.
Good luck with harvest and stay safe
(Covid-19 and Farm).

Submitted by Grant McCormick,
Agronomist
Central Alberta Co-op (Lacombe)

Lacombe County Clubroot
of Canola Inspections
Lacombe County Agricultural Service Board will
be conducting random Clubroot of Canola
Inspections as per County Policy AG(11)
Clubroot of Canola.
With the increased spread of Clubroot of Canola
within Central Alberta, canola growers must
remain vigilant to limit the spread and minimize
the economic impacts of Clubroot of Canola.
Symptoms include patches of premature ripening
plants, shrivelled unfilled seed pods, and galls
present on the plant’s root system.
Swathing operations provide an excellent opportunity to scout for the presence of Clubroot of
Canola, as well as sclerotinia, and blackleg. If you spot patches of prematurely ripened Canola
in your field, take a minute to pull some standing plants or stubble and inspect the root system.
If you have any questions or concerns contact:
Dion Burlock
Manager of Agriculture &
Environmental Services
LACOMBE COUNTY
403.782.6601
dburlock@lacombecounty.com
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Options to replace tillage for farmers in Lacombe County
As August settles in, thoughts are
shifting to the coming harvest and
what to do with left over straw. Ample
rain during this growing season may
have farmers considering tillage as
an option to manage heavy straw
levels and prepare next year’s
seedbed. When planning ahead, there
are many alternatives to tillage to
manage problems on farm while also
maintaining field productivity. This
article explores the two main types of
tillage and alternative farming strategies
for stronger crops and healthier soils.
Conventional versus Conservation
Tillage
Conventional and conservation tillage
are the two main tillage systems in
Western Canada. Conventional tillage
uses multiple equipment passes
before seeding time to prepare the
seedbed and manage weeds. This
was common in the early days of
farming in Lacombe County. Beginning
in the 1970s, conservation tillage
grew in popularity across the Prairies
because conventional methods were
costing farmers approximately $490
million per year in Alberta alone
(Awada, 2012). Conservation tillage
disturbs the soil less by using different
seeding equipment and herbicides to
manage weeds. Zero-till is a version of
conservation tillage where the most soil
disturbance happens at seeding time.
Drying & Warming up Soil for
Seeding: Little Difference Between
Conventional and Conservation
Tillage
In Lacombe County, tillage is a
common tool to dry fields out in the
spring. Research from Northern Russia
demonstrated there was no strong
connection between the use of tillage
and higher soil temperatures. The
temperature of the soil is more heavily

influenced by the position in the field.
When comparing conventional and
zero-till practices there appears to be
no difference in spring moisture levels
of the soil (Zhelezova, 2019).
Conservation Tillage Improves
Nutrient Retention in the Field
Conventional tillage reduces the
soil’s ability to stick together and form
aggregates by breaking up plant roots.
Loose soil will then move from hill tops
during spring runoff to neighbouring
fields or local waterways carrying
with it left over nutrients from straw or
fertilizer. This means that the knolls
will need more inputs to have a similar
yield to the field average. Conservation
tillage leaves stubble in place to catch
snow and then allow spring runoff to
soak into the soil through the pores
made by last year’s roots. These
roots also help hold the soil in place
and protect the investments made in
fertilizers. As those plant roots and
straw decompose, they add essential
nutrients and organic matter back to
the soil. The organic matter acts like a
sponge to hold nutrients so plants can
access them later.
Managing Straw Without the Need
for Tillage
Last year’s straw can be a challenge
for crop establishment by causing
hair pinning at seeding time. Hair
pinning happens when the seed row
opener pushes the old straw down
into the seed row instead of cutting
through it. This prevents good seed to
soil contact and delays germination.
Farmers can manage hair pinning by
evenly spreading straw with an updated
spreader on the combine or a heavy
harrow. Modern air drills are better
equipped to cut through heavy straw
with offset disc openers.

Good Old Crop Rotation
Replaces the Need for Tillage in
Disease Management
Once the crop is established,
residual straw can be a source of
plant disease inoculum, especially
for blackleg of canola, fusarium
head blight and leaf spots in
cereal crops. Fields under zero-till
have shown a higher incidence of
fusarium head blight (Dill-Macky
and Jones, 2000). However, many
diseases can be greatly reduced
using a crop rotation of at least four
years between susceptible crops
(Kutcher, 2018).
Conventional Tillage is a
Short-Term Solution for Soil
Compaction
Compaction causes poor drainage,
reduced root growth, and
A farmer completing spring tillage.
ultimately lower crop yield when
Photo from Steven Trautman
soil particles are pushed closer
together. Conventional tillage has
been shown to temporarily reduce
more value from their equipment if they
the effects of compaction in fields
were to sell it down the road.
with a hard pan layer (Mirzavand and
Moaradi-Talebbeigi, 2020). In the
Concluding Remarks
long term, tillage destroys soil pores
Since its introduction, conservation
that store air and water to contribute
tillage has allowed prairie farmers to
to healthy plant growth and good
withstand droughts worse than the
water management. Cover crops
dust bowl of the 1930s. Conventional
are an emerging strategy to manage
tillage offers a quick fix to the problems
compaction and provide a source of
described in this article. But after
livestock feed.
the fact, it is worth considering what
Cost Comparison Between
proactive practices can be used so
Conventional and Conservation
these problems are less severe for
Tillage
future crops. Many proactive measures
pair well with conservation tillage and
While herbicide costs under
help farmers protect the investments
conservation tillage increase by about
they make in equipment and fertilizer.
48%, this is offset by a decrease in the
All along, this maintains the productivity
costs of fuel, labour, and machinery
of their land for the next generation of
hours (Awada, 2012). With less
producers.
equipment use, the rate of depreciation
is lower so that farmers can capture
~ Submitted by David MacTaggart

How can YOU help with our mowing program?
Lacombe County reminds
residents to be mindful
about what is left in the
county ditches. Move debris
completely away or place
debris into the fence line to
prevent damage to the mowing
equipment.

These items could include:
•
Fence Wire
•
Telephone Wire
•
Large Rocks
•
Posts
•
ANY material that may
cause damage
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SUBDIVISION & DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITY
Do you have
questions
about
subdivision or
development
activity?

Contact Us:
Lacombe County
Planning Services
(403) 782-8389
planning@
lacombecounty.com
Dale Freitag
Director of
Planning Services
Cajun Paradis
Senior Planner
Peter Duke
Planner / Development
Officer
Allison Noonan
Planning Services
Administrative Assistant
Charmaine Tootell
Planning Services
Receptionist
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SUBDIVISION & DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITY
July 1, 2020 to July 31, 2020
Development Applications Received
No.

File No.

Applicant
(Landowner)

Legal Description

Proposed Development

Decision
(otherwise pending)

1

77/20

Walter Vink
(Triple V Farms)

NE 25-40-28-W4M

Single Family Residence
w/Attached Garage

Approved

2

78/20

GreenWay Pharma Inc.
(Kendallco Consulting Ltd.)

Lot 2 Block 3 Plan 072 9331
(Aspelund Industrial Park)

Accessory Buildings

Approved

3

79/20

Auldrick Conyette

Lots 5 & 6 Block 25 Plan 7159AI
(Hamlet of Mirror)

Automotive, Equipment and
Vehicle Services

4

80/20

1512040 Alberta Ltd.
o/a Dynamic Modular Homes

Unit 119 Condo Plan 142 2139
(Sandy Point, Gull Lake)

Cottage Model

5

81/20

Mixcor Aggregates Inc.
(Eadie Development Corp Ltd.)

SE 28-41-27-W4M
SW 28-41-27-W4M
NE 28-41-27-W4M

Sand and Gravel Extraction
and Processing
(Expansion)

6

82/20

Link Ventures Inc.
(Darcy & Ursula Link)

SW 30-39-27-W4M

Mechanic Business
(Renewal, Link Ventures)

Approved

7

83/20

Frank & Jackie Bond

Lots 15/16 Block 24 Plan 7159AI
(Hamlet of Mirror)

Cabin
(No Services)

Approved

File No.
84/20

Applicant
(Landowner)
Kenneth
Liivam

Legal Description
Pt. SW 25-40-4-W5M

No.
8

Proposed Development
Single Family Dwelling
(Replacement, 2nd Dwelling)

Approved

Decision
(otherwise
Approvedpending)

9

85/20

Russ Buit
(Canadian Sunday School
Mission Incorporated)

Block A Plan 1628CL
(Camp Silverside)

Security/Operator Suite
(Addition to Existing)

10

86/20

BURNCO Rock Products Ltd.
(BURNSWEST Properties Ltd.)

NW 5-41-27-W4M

Sand and Gravel Extraction
and Processing
(Expansion)

11

87/20

Lafarge Canada Inc.
(Wendy Renneberg)

Pt. NW 9-41-27-W4M

Sand and Gravel Extraction
and Processing
(Renewal)

12

88/20

Ralph & Deborah Longstaff

Pt. NW 4-39-2-W5M

Home Business
(Renewal, Deb’s Therapeutic
Day Spa)

13

89/20

Cal & Laura Siebenga

Pt. NW 24-40-28-W4M

Agri-tourism business
(Renewal, Brown Eggs & Lamb
and Small Circle Foods)

14

90/20

John deRegt
(1232867 Alberta Ltd.)

Lot 1 Block 1 Plan 074 0886
(Pt. NW 11-41-26-W4M)

Addition to Residence

Approved

15

91/20

Bennett Ranch & Cattle Ltd.

SE 36-39-25-W4M

Single Family Residence
(Replacement, 2nd Dwelling)

Approved

16

92/20

Leigh McKinnon
(Geo Real Estate Corp.)

Lot 1 Block 1 Plan 192 1146
(Burbank Heights Subdivision)

Single Family Residence
w/Attached Garage

Subdivision Applications Received
File

Applicant

Approved

Approved
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No.

File No.

18

76/20

Applicant
(Landowner)

Legal Description

California Homes Ltd.
(Karen Veres)

Lot 2 Block 2 Plan 7264KS
(Pt. SE 21-40-28-W4M)

12

14
3/7
18
17
16

Proposed Development

Single Family Residence
w/attached garage

15
Decision
(otherwise pending)
Approved

Subdivision Applications Received
No.
17

File
S-014-20
No.

Applicant
Hamilton & Olsen Surveys Ltd
(Landowner)
(Dow Chemical Canada ULC)

19
18

S-010-20
S-015-20

Jon Motz
Doreen
Hainsworth
(OneDenis
Tree&Ltd
& Living
Water Inc)

Lot 4 Block 1 Plan 172 1203
SW34-40-26-W4M)
1-40-26-W4M
(W1/2

Other
1st the
Parcel
Out line)
(reinstate
quarter

20

S-011-20

Tim Jones
(Alex Jones and
Tony & Grace Tharou)

NE 20-40-28-W4M

1st Parcel Out

Legal Description
Prentiss Plant Site

Lacombe
isLotholding
TrevorCounty
& Wendy Howery
2A Block 1 Plan 952 2336
21
S-012-20
(Wendy Howery Prof Corp)
(Pt. SW 15-41-26-W4M)
a PUBLIC
HEARING
Bemoco Land Surveying Ltd.

ProposedOther
Subdivision
(Plant Site Rail Development)

Decision
(otherwise pending)
Refused
Approved

For more information contact the County’s Planning Services Department at 403-782-8389

22

S-013-20

and you’re invited...
(Lloyd Beamish)

NW 15-40-22-W4M

Residential

LAKE
INTERMUNICIPAL
For more information contact the County’sBUFFALO
Planning Services
Department
at 403-782-8389

September 10, 2020

Presentation begins at 9:00 am at the
Lacombe County Office (Council Chambers)
(located 2½ miles west of Highway 2 at the
intersection of Spruceville Road and Highway 12)

DEVELOPMENT PLAN UPDATE
BYLAW 1328/20

The Councils of Lacombe County, Camrose County, County of
Stettler No. 6, the Summer Village of Rochon Sands and the Summer
Village of White Sands have recognized the need to cooperate in
the planning of future land use and development around Buffalo
Lake. The purpose of this Bylaw is to make administrative updates
to the Buffalo Lake Intermunicipal Development Plan (BLIDP).
The primary changes to the document include new definitions,
clarification of administrative processes and rearranging the
document to make it easier to read. The update does not change
growth node areas, densities, uses, or other amendments that
substantially change the intent of the BLIDP.

HOW DO I COMMENT?

LOCATION MAP
Dale Freitag, RPP, MCIP
Director of Planning Services, Lacombe County
Email: planning@lacombecounty.com
Phone: 403-782-8389

REMINDER:

1st Parcel Out

Anyone wishing to comment on the proposed bylaw will have
an opportunity to do so at a public hearing. If you are unable
to attend the hearing, written submissions can be made to the
County. You will, however, need to ensure that your comments
are received by the County prior to the date of the hearing. Your
comments can be sent by:
EMAIL planning@lacombecounty.com,
FAX 403-782-3820, or
MAIL RR 3, Lacombe AB, T4L 2N3.
All submissions will be public information.
For more information, please contact Planning Services at
403-782-8389 or visit the County’s website at:
www.lacombecounty.com

Approaching Staff

Lacombe County asks the public
to ensure they are following
all COVID-19 guidelines when
dealing in person with any
County staff.
If you are unable to follow
the guidelines below, please
communicate with Lacombe
County via alternate channels
(phone, email, online).
•
•
•
•

Maintain a 2-metre physical
distance
Ensure proper hand-washing/
sanitizing practices
If appropriate, consider
wearing a mask to protect
those around you
Stay home if you are feeling
unwell
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Ellis Bird Farm: Summer 2020 Update
The summer
sunshine and
storms have
accompanied
a wonderful steady flow of visitors to Ellis Bird
Farm over the past month. We have celebrated
big moments as well as relished the steady, quiet,
seasonal moments like the growth of our bantam
chicks and the industrious efforts of the beavers to
build up their dam ever higher.
On July 29th, we celebrated the official opening of
our new North Viewpoint Bridge. This bridge connects
the main visitor area to the grassy area overlooking
the north part of our property and give access to the
new gazebo and picnicking area. EBF is proud of this
cooperative effort made possible by so many parties.
The grant from Dow Canada enabled the project;
the recycled plastic product was designed, produced
and delivered by Jonathan Beekman of Full Circle
Plastics. Wayne Froese of Top Peg Timber Framing
designed and constructed the bridge; and Lacombe
County provided the dirtwork, creating the contouring
and ramps.
Also on July 29th, we presented our 21st annual
Blue Feather Award, a special honour extended to
dedicated members of the bluebird community to
celebrate their long term commitment to Alberta’s
Mountain Bluebird population and their efforts as
caretakers of bluebird trails. This year’s recipient
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were Clarke Snell of Hanna and Bill Taylor of Calgary.
Family members and other blue bird trail operators
were on hand to celebrate the efforts of these two
gentlemen. Snell and Taylor added two bluebird
boxes to our fence line alongside plaques with their
names, as we honoured their hard work.
On August 8th, we gathered with excited families to
officially open the Nature Play Area on site. Kids each
got their own pair of scissors so that everyone could
participate in the ribbon cutting. Linette Miller, Branch
Manager of Lacombe's TD Bank was on hand to
present the cheque to Site Biologist Myrna Pearman
and Project Manager Kirstin Bouwsema. The Nature
Play Area is a cozy area where kids can build and
play with sticks and pinecones, rocks and stumps.
There is a playhouse and a treehouse to explore and
all kinds of loose parts for the imagination to run wild.
We are so grateful for how this project came together
with project development by Kirstin Bouwsema,
the support, encouragement and hard work of site
biologist Myrna Pearman, the grant funding of TD
Bank Friends of the Environment Fund and the
artistry, creative eye and labour of Wayne Froese of
Top Peg Timber Frame Construction.
Finally, on Sunday August 16th, we hosted a Garden
Party on site. On a beautifully sunny day, we hosted
the Delafield Family Ensemble. They played a mixture
of classical and Celtic music to delighted guests from
the shade of the north side of the Visitor Centre.

Myrna Pearman shared a presentation of nature
photography entitled "Beauty Everywhere" and the
Lakeside Social Workers held a bake sale. The day
was a wonderful celebration of summer in Alberta.
To turn to science, Ellis Bird Farm has embarked on
an exciting new--and ground breaking project. Ellis
Bird Farm is officially the first location in Alberta to
have a Motus tower. The infrastructure of the tower
was placed on Charlie's old (but very sturdy) windmill
on Monday August 10. It will be a few days before
the system is activated, but we are pleased to have
the antennae up and in place. The Motus Wildlife
Tracking System is a program of Birds Canada
and an international collaborative research network
that uses cooperative automated radio telemetry
to simultaneously track hundreds of individuals of
numerous species of birds, bats and insects.
As the strange summer of 2020 comes to a
conclusion, we will look back on it as a rich season
where we savoured all the beauty of the natural
world. Ellis Bird Farm will close its gates for the
season on Monday, September 7th. In the upcoming
weeks, there are still opportunities to join us for
site or garden tours, or simply to come and enjoy
the grounds, the Nature Play Area or the remaining
migratory birds before they head south.
Visit our website for details of special events: www.
ellisbirdfarm.ca.
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Ellis Bird Farm — Visitors are invited to the site to enjoy the birds, stroll the trails, and enjoy their own picnics. Ellis Bird Farm is also
offering a limited number of programs over the summer. For more program details including how to register yourself or your child go to
www.ellisbirdfarm.ca/programs—events.html. The Ellis Bird Farm Nature Play Area is officially open!
The Track on 2 —Stillhouse Songwriter Sessions have resumed. Enjoy racing & live entertainment
at the Track, plus the onsite restaurant ‘The Funky Monkey’. Book your tickets in advance online.
Lacombe City Cinema This great family night tradition features everyone’s favourites, buttery
popcorn and sweet snacks! Added benefit, the cinema is air conditioned for your viewing comfort!
Kraay Family Farm is renowned for it’s corn maze but it is sooooo much more than that!
They feature over 40 attractions and amenities. Spend the day making memories at the
Kraay Family Farm. Monday—Saturday 10am—9pm. Pre-purchase your tickets online.
Bentley Museum is open 12pm-5pm, Wednesday through Sunday in the Town of Bentley.
This museum is a gem with buildings full of local artifacts and displays to discover local history.

The Village of Alix boasts the Wagon Wheel Museum filled to the brim with historical artifacts, beautiful Alix lake
and beach, plus some quaint shops. Be sure to stop in at the bakery for massive, delicious cinnamon buns.
The Hatchet— New to Lacombe, The Hatchet is an exciting place to have some unique fun. Sporting 14 lanes for axe throwing, pool tables, & darts this is a great place for small
or large groups looking for something out of the ordinary to do. Find the Hatchet at Unit 2, 4843 46st Lacombe or on their website at www.thehatchet.ca.
Enjoy the Cow Patti Theatre experience? We are pleased to announce they’ll be resuming their production of Lunenburg
and a second show that is still to be determined. Watch for upcoming dates for Cow Patti Theatre performances this fall.
Tacos are the language of love at Blindman Brewing on Wednesday August 19th from 4pm –7pm. Grab some tasty tacos
from the Taco Monster food truck and local craft beer. Enjoy a family friendly night midweek on the Blindman patio.
The Len Thompson Fishing Pond in Lacombe is a stocked retention pond that provides catch and release recreational fishing opportunities for local
residents. The project came to fruition through the efforts of the Lacombe Fish and Game Association. Youth fishing days are hosted annually and
regularly bring out scores of families to partake. At the site of the World’s Largest fishing lure on the 2a highway, just east of Co-op in Lacombe.
The Lacombe Blacksmith Shop Museum is Alberta’s oldest operating blacksmith shop. The museum dedicated to blacksmithing in Lacombe,
was built in 1902, and still stands on its original site. Much of the machinery is still operational, and original. The Blacksmith Shop
Museum is open for visits by appointment only, call (403) 782-3933 to book a private tour for your group.
The Michener House Museum and Archive (MHMA), offers free admission to the Museums. Visitors must call (403) 782-3933 to book
their private tour, no walk-in visits permitted. Other services provided at the MHMA include; free guided tours of the Museum,
research assistance to individuals conducting historical research or genealogical investigations, duplicate copies of
archival documents or photographs.
Watch Lacombe Regional Tourism for information on upcoming Lacombe Culture & Harvest Festival in person and online events.

Partner Profile
Anna Maria’s Cafe
Anna Maria’s Café is conveniently located in Lacombe Memorial Centre, next to the
Mary C. Moore Public Library. The café was recently enhanced by extensive renovations
and is now open and welcomes guests Monday through Friday 8am-4pm.
Enjoy lunch with a friend in the Lest We Forget Park or in the café where the sun floods
through the floor to ceiling high windows.
Anna Maria’s Café recently participated in the Alberta on the Plate food festival,
representing our region to celebrate local food and drink!
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COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS
July 9, 2020
BYLAW NO. 1317/20 AND BYLAW NO. 1318/20
PUBLIC HEARING
A public hearing was held for Bylaw Nos. 1317/20 and
1318/20. Bylaw No. 1317/20 is a bylaw of Lacombe
County to amend the Lacombe County Land Use
Bylaw No. 1237/17 as it relates to general regulations
and district requirements.

Be it therefore resolved that Lacombe County
commits to conducting the following activities in
its proposed project submitted to the Federation
of Canadian Municipalities’ Municipal Asset
Management Program to advance Lacombe County’s
asset management program:
•

Develop an Asset Management Strategy based
on the County's existing Policy,

•

Develop up to a 3-year plan for implementation of
a strategy, and

Bylaw Nos. 1317/20 and 1318/20 were given second
reading and third reading and so finally passed.

•

Formal asset management training for the
County's functional asset management team.

FUTURE MATRIX REVIEW OF LUB/MDP
By resolution of Council the following matters will be
reviewed at the time of the 2021 matrix review of the
Land Use Bylaw and Municipal Development Plan:

Be it further resolved that Lacombe County commits
$12,500 from its budget toward the costs of this
initiative.

Bylaw No. 1318/20 is a bylaw of Lacombe County to
amend the Lacombe County Municipal Development
Plan Bylaw No. 1238/17 as it relates to general
regulations and district requirements.

•

The location of cannabis facilities in Agricultural
Districts and in Hamlet Districts; and

•

The regulation of Airbnbs

POLICY OP(3) RESIDENTIAL COMMUNITY
GATES POLICY
As a two-year pilot project at Westside Country
Estates to allow for the gating of the community was
a success, a policy was developed to provide for the
installation and operation of gates at the entrances
to residential subdivisions within the County. Policy
OP(3) Residential Community Gates was given
Council approval.
ASSET MANAGEMENT PROGRAM GRANT
APPLICATION
With regard to the Asset Management Program Grant
Application, the following resolution received the
approval of Council:
Be it resolved that Lacombe County Council direct the
County Manager to apply for a grant opportunity from
the Federation of Canadian Municipalities’ Municipal
Asset Management Program for Lacombe County's
Asset Management Strategy and Road Map Project.
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LACOMBE REGIONAL AIRPORT – RUNWAY
REHABILITATION
A resolution that the Lacombe Flying Club, the City
of Lacombe, and Lacombe County proceed with the
Runway Remediation capital project in place of the
approved Runway Seal Coat capital project for the
Lacombe Regional Airport received the approval of
Council.
The funding of the Lacombe Airport Runway and
Taxiway Rehabilitation Project was approved. That
funding will be provided through the Airport Capital
Reserve, and any additional funding will be through
the County’s General Operating Budget.
LACOMBE REGIONAL AIRPORT OPERATING
AGREEMENT
The amended Lacombe Operating Agreement
between the Lacombe Flying Club, the City of
Lacombe, and Lacombe County was approved as
presented.
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPROVEMENT GRANT
POLICY
Policy AD(33) Environmental Improvement Grant was
presented to reflect the program's changes to provide
for a new funding program for the Environmental
Improvement Grant in 2021. The new program is

for a three-year term. It will be made up of three
components: a wetland education program, an
environmental stewardship award, and a resident
environmental sustainability program.
Policy AD(33) Environmental Improvement Grant
was approved as amended to reflect changes to the
program for 2021.
ALBERTA INFRASTRUCTURE ACT & 20-YEAR
STRATEGIC CAPITAL PLAN ENGAGEMENT
SURVEY
The Alberta Minister of Infrastructure seeks input
from key stakeholders regarding the development of
the Alberta Infrastructure Act and 20-Year Strategic
Capital Plan. Alberta Infrastructure has provided an
online survey for completion by stakeholders. Input
provided will assist in the development of the Plan for
the future of all Albertans. The County Manager will
complete the survey with Councillor input.
CENTRAL ALBERTA ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT (CAEP) ROVING ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT OFFICER (EDO) PROGRAM
A presentation provided on the Central Alberta
Economic Partnership Roving Economic Development
Officer (EDO) Program was received for information.
The Program is available to all member municipalities.
COVID-19 Q & A
Lacombe County Fire Chief D. Bussiere addressed
questions from Council regarding the ongoing
Provincial and Lacombe County relaunch strategies
as per the COVID-19 pandemic.
BYLAW NO. 1328/20 BUFFALO LAKE IDP
Bylaw No. 1328/20, a bylaw of Lacombe County to
amend the Buffalo Lake Intermunicipal Development
Plan (BLIDP), received first reading of Council. A
public hearing will be held on September 10, 2020
commencing at 9:00 a.m.
Council Highlights & Minutes can
be found on our website under the
‘Council’ Link on the main page
- or scan the QR code (left) with
your smartphone!
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Lacombe & District FCSS
receives Community Initiatives Program (CIP) Grant
The Lacombe & District FCSS has been approved for a
Community Initiatives Program (CIP) Operating Grant
to assist with Senior’s Services, Volunteer Services and
organizational development projects. The total grant
amount is $75,000 with projects being implemented from
August 1, 2020 to July 31, 2022.

“It was very exciting to receive the letter of notification
from Leela Sharon Aheer, Minister of Culture, Multiculturalism and Status of Women and Ron Orr, MLA LacombePonoka”, said Jodi Baehl, Chairperson of the Lacombe
& District FCSS Board of Directors. “This will certainly
enhance our community supports for seniors, create new
volunteer initiatives and assist staff with training opportunities.”

The CIP Program has been designed to support organizations as they take action to contribute to their communities and to create opportunities for Albertans to engage
with their communities. “We can now move forward with
a number of priorities for Lacombe FCSS and our community”, said Susan MacDonald, Executive Director. Our
FCSS project is two-fold; the CIP Operating Core Funding
will be used to focus on seniors “Aging Well in our Community” and the CIP Organizational Development Funding
will be used to create an OHS, Occupational Health and
Safety Plan and a Communication Plan for our Agency.
The project components will complement one another
to engage and promote social interaction of older adults
so that they are actively engaged and aging well in our
community and are able to remain living independently at
home.
Our FCSS Senior Services Coordinator will be working with local seniors, community partners, volunteers
and other FCSS staff members to facilitate many new
program initiatives, including; conducting an aging well
survey, increased caregiver supports, OMA courses
(Opening Minds through Art), Nav-Care connecting seniors to supports through volunteer visitations, aging well
seminars and responding to other identified needs over
the next two years.

“We are excited to launch some new programs as well as
enhance our existing senior’s supports to ensure seniors
are socially engaged, supported and aging well in Lacombe and area”, says Carlene Wagner, FCSS Seniors
Services Coordinator.

Regularly Scheduled Meetings
for Lacombe County Council
Committee of the Whole
First Tuesday of every second month at 9 a.m.
Council & MPC
Second and fourth Thursday of every month, starting
at 9 a.m..
The public and media are welcome to attend all
Council & MPC meetings. An agenda will be posted
to the website prior to the meeting.

the Blackfalds Public Library presents...

Blackfalds Culture Days 2020

Blackfalds & Area
Historical Society:
• How-To Video Series
• Online learning about
Indigenous Cultures
• Community Scavenger
Hunt

Family and Community
Support Services (FCSS):
• Sept 14 - Bridging Diversity
to Build Community
• Sept 26 - Community
Volunteer Celebration
(invite only)

Blackfalds Youth Crew:

Central Alberta Refugee
Effort:

•

Arts and culture
workshops (registration
will be required for
Youth Grades 4-12)

• Online Culture Talks
Lacombe and District
Family Resource Network

Town of Blackfalds:
• Arts and Culture
Registered
Programming
• Bulskit Performance
• Royal Tyrell Museum Virtual Visit
and Presentation
• Sept 25 - Drive in Movie (title will
be chosen through online poll)
• Sept 26 - Musical Fireworks
Show

• Focused programming
for families with young
children
Red Deer Native Friendship
Society:
•

Medicine Wheel Teaching

Blackfalds Against Racism:
•

Blackfalds Public Library:
• Weekly online gaming group
• Weekly registered sessions all featuring arts and culture
from around the world
• Month-long display
highlighting a variety of arts
and culture

Continued series of
opportunities to keep this
important conversation
going

More information will
be available at
blackfalds.com/events
during the month of
September.

September 2020

REA
&A

HIST
ORICAL SOCIETY

Blackfalds
Public
Library

BLACKFALDS YOUTH CREW

Board Members wanted: Blackfalds FCSS

The Town of
Blackfalds is
looking for
a Lacombe
County resident
to sit on the
Blackfalds and
District Family
& Community
Support Services (FCSS) Advisory Board.
The Blackfalds FCSS Board is an advisory Board
to Town Council and meets monthly. The Board
provides recommendations regarding direct service

provision; including, but not limited to, programming,
policy development, volunteer recognition, annual
budgeting, partnering opportunities, and funding for
other social prevention programming providers for
Town Council to determine.
For more information about the Blackfalds FCSS
Board please visit the Town of Blackfalds website.
If you have questions about serving on a Town
of Blackfalds Board or Committee or would like
additional details, please email volunteer@
blackfalds.com or contact the Blackfalds FCSS
Volunteer Programmer at 403.885.6360
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HAS YOUR ADDRESS CHANGED?
If Canada Post has made a recent
change to your mailing address,
please notify us!
Contact Lacombe County by calling
403-782-6601.
20
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New Blackfalds Arena to Be Named Eagle Builders Centre
The Town of Blackfalds is proud to announce that the newly expanded arena
and library will be named the “Eagle
Builders Centre.” Town Council accepted the naming rights facility sponsorship at their June 23 Regular Council
Committee Meeting.
“It is an honour to team up with a leading company and major contributor
such as Eagle Builders who is also a
partner in the construction of the new
arena,” said Mayor Poole.
Eagle Builders is locally based in Blackfalds/Lacombe County and is an innovator in the engineering, fabrication,
and building of precast concrete structures. They have been a long-standing
member of the community that employ
over 275 Blackfalds and surrounding
area residents.
Internationally recognized for their

quality, Eagle Builders is the industry
trendsetter for fostering innovation and
emerging technologies. With a diverse
portfolio in both the public and private
markets, stakeholders procure Eagle
Builders for precast developments that
require proper technical expertise,
stability and resources ensuring the
highest success with lasting value.

Craig Haan, Director of Eagle Builders.
“My partners Kevin Kooiker, Dennis
Haan, and I are extremely proud of
every team member in our company
and we’re humbled to contribute to a

community staple which will be used by
many for years to come.”
There was a formal unveiling held at
Eagle Builders on July 23, 2020.

The new 1,300 seat arena will include
a second ice surface, a 12,000 sq. ft.
library, multi-purpose rooms, and the
future home of the Blackfalds Bulldogs.
“As a local company who has been
operating here for almost 20 years, we
are honoured to have this opportunity
to support an outstanding community
project. We are very blessed to employ over 275 amazing people who
will not only use this facility but also
learn, grown and share lasting memories with their family and friends,” said

COVID-19 INFORMATION

HELP
RELAUNCH,
SAFELY

Prevention starts with awareness.
Be informed on how you can protect
yourself and others from COVID-19:
Isolate if you’re feeling sick
When out, maintain physical distancing
of 2 metres
Wash your hands frequently for at least
20 seconds with warm water and soap
Cover coughs and sneezes and stay
home if you are sick
Avoid touching your face
Wear a mask in public places where
keeping a distance of 2 metres is difficult
STAY INFORMED

alberta.ca/covid19
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AROUND THE COUNTY

TOOLS FOR

SCHOOL

Together: let's send our
local students back to
school equipped with the
items they need to
succeed.
Apply today:
Applications available in
office & on our website
Contact: Lacombe &
District FCSS
403-782-6637

#201 4214 50 ave Lacombe | T4L 0B6
www.lacombefcss.net

Pictured above is an excellent example of what NOT
to do!! Like this area near Abraham Lake, west of
Lacombe County, natural areas have been flooded
by visitors. Unfortunately, many trails, viewpoints,
campsites and other destinations are not being appropriately used, with litter and garbage wrecking
these scenic destinations.
Please be a good neighbour and properly throw out
your trash (or bring it home if the garbage cans are
full, so you don't attract bears and wildlife to a popular area).
~ Picture taken by Paul Sywanyk
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AROUND THE COUNTY
Make a

SPLASH

at the Kinsmen Aquatic Centre
5429 53rd Street, Lacombe AB

What’s Happening at the pool:
• New Fall Pool Schedule is available! Visit Lacombe.ca/
pool or call 403-782-1277 for details.
• Labour Day Hours- Public Swim 1-5 p.m.
• Fall Registration is open. Register online at
cityoflacombe.perfectmind.com
• Homeschool Swimming lessons will run on Fridays
from 9:15-11:15a.m.
• Aqua-Zumba begins September 14 on Mondays from
7:45-8:45p.m.

Reminder: The Spray Park will close for the season on
September 8, 2020.
For more information on the KAC schedule, pool rentals and advanced
courses call 403.782.1277 or visit www.lacombe.ca/pool.

myLacombeCounty App
iPhone users can download
the “myLacombeCounty” app to
report non-emergency
civic issues, apply for fire
permit, and stay
up-to-date on
the latest news
and events.
Download it
from the Apple
Store today (the app is currently
available to iPhone users only).

Rural Address Signs: why YOU need to know YOURS!
WHAT IS RURAL ADDRESSING?
Rural addressing is a system where
all developed properties in the
County (not including hamlets) are
assigned an address. The primary
purpose of rural addressing is to assist
emergency responders – police, fire
and ambulance – to easily and quickly
find your home or business. It is also
an easy method for other parties such
as service and delivery companies to
locate your property.
Did you know: Lacombe County was
one of the FIRST counties in Alberta to
implement a rural addressing system?
Because of this, all development
properties in Lacombe County has a
rural address assigned to them.
WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF
USING RURAL ADDRESSING
OVER A LEGAL LAND LOCATION?
A rural address is a much more
accurate way to locate your property
than a legal land location. While a legal
land location can identify a specific
quarter section, a rural address will
pinpoint the access to your home
or business off of a range road,
township road or highway, which

is critical in emergency response
situations.
The sign is cheaper than the fine!
• All residents have a rural
addressing sign. If it’s faded or
significantly damaged, then it’s time
for a new one!
• Replacement signs cost $30
each (sign posts are $15 each).
Lacombe County can come and
instal a new sign and post for $88,
if needed. This can be arranged
through Lacombe County.
• In some cases you will require
more signs if you have multiple
residences on your property.
• The Bylaw infraction could cost
$500 if your sign is not posted, and
$750 for any following violations.
HOW ARE RURAL ADDRESSES
CREATED?
Lacombe County assigns the rural
addresses. Rural addresses are based
on the Township Road/Range Road
grid system. In many ways a rural
address resembles a town or city
address. However, instead of using the
streets and avenues as the basis for
addressing residences and businesses

in a town or city, rural addressing
uses the township and range road
network to establish the access point,
or number, of a property in the rural
area. An example of a rural address for
a residence or business located on a
quarter-section is 40317 RGE RD 280.
HOW ARE PROPERTIES IN MULTILOT SUBDIVISIONS ADDRESSED?
Rural addresses are based off the
access point from a township road or
range road. In a multi-lot subdivision,
the address range will be the access
to the subdivision itself, and then each
lot will be assigned a preceding unit
number. Starting at the subdivision
entrance, lots are numbered in a clockwise direction and usually in increments
of four. A typical subdivision rural
address would look like this: 40311-18
RGE RD 280.
WHO IS RESPONSIBLE
FOR MAINTAINING AND/OR
REPLACING RURAL ADDRESS
SIGNS?
Once the initial sign has been installed
by the County the property owner is
responsible for the maintenance and
eventual replacement of the sign.

Replacement signs can be ordered
through the County.
HOW SHOULD I INSTALL MY
RURAL ADDRESS SIGN?
• Must be in an obvious place next to
the driveway at the property line.
• Should be clearly visible from
public road (from either direction)
and not obstructed by trees,
buildings, etc.
• Placed within 6.1 metres (20 ft) of
either side of the shoulder of the
primary access and 1 metre (3.3
feet) from the property boundary.
• Should be firmly attached to a post,
fence or other permanent fixture.
• Signs should be a minimum of
1 metre and no higher than 2.5
metres above natural ground level.
• Should be on the right hand side of
the driveway, entering the property
and far enough from the shoulder
to allow snow removal.
CAUTION should be exercised with
any underground installation to avoid
contact with utilities. For assistance
with this, contact: ALBERTA ONE CALL
AT 1-800-242-3447.
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SEPTEMBER 2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

30

31

September 1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

County Council
& BLIDP Public
Hearing (9AM)

Submission Deadline for County
News

17

18

Labour Day
(Office Closed)

13

14

15

16

Help us promote

YOU!

19

Do you know a
business, person,
place or volunteer
you want to see
profiled in County
News?

26

Do you have a
photograph you want
to share?

County News
published
20

21

22

23

24

25

County Council
9AM
27

28

29

30

October 1

2

If so, email communications@
lacombecounty.com with your ideas,
photographs or stories.

3

We'd love to hear from you!

Lacombe County Directory

TAX PAYMENTS
Like other on-line bill
payments, there may be a
processing delay on on-line Tax
Payments. Payments MUST be
in our bank account on or before
the payment date (September
30), or penalties will apply. Don't
leave it until the last minute.

Stay up to date!
Follow us on social media
/LacombeCounty
@LacombeCounty

COUNTY NEWS
is published by Lacombe County and printed by
PostMedia. If you have feedback or story ideas,
please contact:
Nicole Plewis, Communications Coordinator
communications@lacombecounty.com
403.782.6601
24
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Department Numbers:

Main Office - 403-782-6601
Planning Services - 403-782-8389
Community Services - 403-782-8959
Operations - 403-782-8379
Public Works Shop - 403-782-3567

General
Toll Free from Eckville and Ponoka

403.357.1770

After Hours Emergency Answering Service

403.357.1210

Administration Fax

403.782.3820

Public Works Fax

403.782.5356

For Service Requests, see our website - or phone the switchboard at 403-782-6601

Senior Administration
Tim Timmons, County Manager
ttimmons@lacombecounty.com
Michael Minchin, Director of Corporate Services
mminchin@lacombecounty.com

Call 403-782-6601 to speak
with the County Manager
or with a Lacombe County
Director

Bill Cade, Director of Operations
bcade@lacombecounty.com
Dale Freitag, Director of Planning Services
dfreitag@lacombecounty.com
Keith Boras, Director of Community Services
kboras@lacombecounty.com

Council

Home

John Ireland, Division 1
Brenda Knight, Division 2

Cell
403.392.3981

403.788.2168

Barb Shepherd, Division 3

403.550.2168
403.340.9724

Paula Law, Division 4

403.784.3803

403.348.1755

Ken Wigmore, Division 5

403.782.2593

403.588.1222

Keith Stephenson, Division 6

403.748.2431

403.350.4940

Dana Kreil, Division 7

403.746.3607

403.358.9400

