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Lacombe County Council approves 2020
Final Budgets & Tax Rates

At its May 14, 2020 meeting, Council approved the Lacombe
County 2020 operating and capital budgets and tax rate
bylaw. With immense uncertainty caused by the COVID-19
pandemic as well as the crash in world oil prices, Lacombe
County Council voted in favour of a 0% increase in municipal
tax rates for all property classes.

“These are unprecedented times that we are living in, and
Council did not want to increase taxes when many of our
ratepayers are unsure about the future,” said Lacombe
County Reeve Paula Law. “Maintaining the services our ratepayers expect is crucial, and Lacombe County continues to
be focused on both reduced spending and smarter spending.
We are fortunate to have reserves in place, to help offset any
increases that may have been needed for the 2020 budget
year to ensure that no changes in service levels are felt.”
2020 Policing Levy
New for 2020 is the Province’s decision to charge all municipalities for policing costs. This has a direct impact on rural
municipalities and any urban municipality with fewer than
5,000 people. Effective April 1, 2020, municipalities became
responsible for 10% of this projected policing cost. This
amount will rise by 10% each year, topping out at 30% in

2023.

For 2020, the Policing Levy for Lacombe County is $299,201
and will show up separately from the other tax rates on the
tax notice.
2020 Tax Rates Changes
The 2020 tax rate changes for Lacombe County, Alberta
Education, and the Lacombe Foundation are as follows:
Residential

“The Lacombe County ECC evaluated the changing situation of COVID-19, and responded in a manner that best
protected staff and ratepayers,” said Lacombe County
Reeve, Paula Law. “We are excited to move forward,
regardless of the pace, and return back to a new normal
in our community.”
Starting May 19, the following measures will be in place
at Lacombe County (visit www.lacombecounty.com to
see the full relaunch plan):
• Once physical barriers are installed in the reception
areas, the Lacombe County administration office and
shop can fully reopen to the public.
• Lacombe County’s parks and trails remain open;
however, all public washrooms facilities, all playgrounds, and the Sandy Point Beach remain closed.
• Public health requirements on occupancy, physical
distancing, hygiene, etc. will continue to be strictly
adhered to.
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County announces Municipal COVID-19 Relaunch Plan

Since mid-March, Lacombe County’s Emergency Coordination Centre (ECC) team has been carefully monitoring the COVID-19 situation. Lacombe County is pleased
to announce its Municipal COVID-19 Relaunch Plan,
intended to guide our “return to normal” for facilities,
amenities and service levels.

What’s Inside

“By taking this first step, we are trying to ensure the
safety of everyone, whether they are coming in to the
office or visiting one of our recreational areas,” explained
Reeve Law. “Throughout this public health crisis, we
have been following the recommendations of Alberta
Health Services and the Government of Alberta, and will
continue to progress in that manner as we move to Stage
2 and beyond. It’s important to remember that all of these
measures could change at any time, depending on the
number of COVID-19 cases and hospitalization rates.”
Lacombe County urges everyone to continue following public health guidelines to continue preventing the
spread of COVID-19, including:
• practice physical distancing and keep at least 6 feet
apart from other people
• wash your hands often with soap and water for at
least 20 seconds, or use an alcohol-based hand
sanitizer.
• cover coughs and sneezes with a tissue or your
elbow
• avoid touching your face with unwashed hands
• avoid travel outside Canada
• watch for COVID-19 symptoms, including but not
limited to: cough, fever, shortness of breath, runny
nose or sore throat.

County News is available to read on our website every month. If you wish to stop receiving County News by mail,
email communications@lacombecounty.com with your mailing address and we will take you off our mailing list.
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Cont. from Front Page: Council
approves 2020 Budgets and Tax Rates
*A reconciliation of levies and requisitions from 2019 resulted in an over levy of
$444,336 and resulted in a lower nonresidential education requisition.
Education taxes will represent 49% of the
2020 tax bill for residential property owners
in Lacombe County and 39% of the 2020
tax bill for non-residential property owners.
Based on the new rates, 2020 property
taxes on a $400,000 residence in Lacombe County will be $2,096.04, which is
an increase of $57.44 from 2019. Residential property owners who experienced
a decrease in the market value of their
properties of greater than 2.74% will see a
reduction in their property taxes.

of $33,546,220, and highlights include:
•

Increase in road projects of $6.652
million.

•

Increase of $861,020 for bridge projects, including both replacements and
engineering.

•

Equipment and vehicle replacements
increase by $242,300.

•

West QEII utility servicing increased
by $5.69 million.

•

Accounting and Records Management
Software purchases are a carry-over
project from 2019.Boiler replacement
for County administration building
($35,000)

Budget Details

Maximizing Value for Residents

The 2020 operating budget of $68,306,860
includes $12,727,170 in requisitions for the
Lacombe Foundation requisition, designated industrial property requisition, and the
Alberta Education Requisition. In addition
to including the final requisition estimates,
several minor changes have been made
to the operating budget as part of this
final approval. Highlights of the Operating
Budget include:

Lacombe County Council directed that
municipal tax rate increases be as low as
possible, while still providing sustainable
funding for operating and capital expenses
in the year ahead and ensuring that Lacombe County infrastructure, assets and
services are maintained at appropriate
levels.

•

Reduced revenues to reflect reduction of Provincial Agriculture Services
Board Grant ($46,040)

•

Inclusion of additional funding from
tax rate stabilization reserve to fund
budget shortfall ($328,890)

•

Reduction in wage expenses from
deferring filling of vacant positions
($505,350)

•

Additional grant to other organizations
of $56,000

•

Reduction in culvert expenses due
to lower than expected tender price
($30,370)

Council also approved the capital budget
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Online credit card payment
option NOW AVAILABLE
Lacombe County is now accepting credit card payments using OptionPay - a
third party software provider. For a fee, OptionPay provides residents with
another convenient method of payment for water bills, taxes, development
fees, dust control and more. OptionPay uses a tiered fee schedule to collect a
fee on each transaction.
Please contact the Lacombe County for instructions at 403-782-6601 or visit
the OptionPay Online Payment Portal page at https://www.lacombecounty.
com/index.php/optionpay.
Background:
What is OptionPay? OptionPay is a credit card payment system with a tiered
fee schedule, starting with a minimum fee of $2.00 per transaction. Fees will
be included in your transaction, and you will have the option to approve or
discontinue your transaction. Visit their fee schedule here.
The fees are administered through the OptionPay program for the use of their
service, and not through Lacombe County.
Security Information
OptionPay provides information on their security measures here. Please note
that Lacombe County takes no responsibility for and accepts no liability in
the event of security breaches, technical difficulties, or other issues that may
arise from your use of OptionPay. All users take responsibility for their use of
this service and do so at their own risk.

“The 2020 operating budget, capital
budget, and municipal tax rates have been
established in a manner which provides
for the continued delivery of a high level of
important services and programs for our
citizens in the most cost-effective manner
possible,” said Tim Timmons, County Manager for Lacombe County. “The COVID-19
public health crisis will have significant
repercussions down the road, which we
will address in future budgets and when
we have a better idea of what the local,
provincial and national impacts are.”
**NEW** In 2020, the property
tax payment deadline has been
extended to September 30, 2020
to better align with the education
requisition deadline for non-residential properties.

Is your mailing address up-to-date?
If your address has changed, make sure to notify us. Call 403-782-6601 or email
info@lacombecounty.com. We also recommend updating the title of your
property with Alberta Land Titles. You can obtain a form from us, by calling
780-427-2742, or online https://www.alberta.ca/land-titles-overview.aspx (under
Change of address and name).

May 22, 2020 - County News

Tips for wearing and removing a mask How & when to wear
Wearing a non-medical mask, such as a homemade cloth mask, has not been proven to protect
the person wearing it. However, it may be helpful
in protecting others around you.
• Face coverings are another way to prevent
respiratory droplets from contaminating other
people or surfaces.
• They should only be used in addition to other
prevention steps.
If you choose to use a non-medical face mask:
• you should follow the guidance for wearing
non-medical face masks
• you must wash your hands immediately
before putting it on, before taking it off, and
immediately after taking it off
• it should fit well (non-gaping)
• do not share it with others

•

•

put it directly into the washing machine or
a bag that can be emptied into the washing machine and then disposed of
• cloth masks can be laundered with other
items using a hot cycle, and then dried
thoroughly
masks that cannot be washed should be
discarded and replaced as soon as they get
damp, soiled or crumpled
• dispose of masks properly in a lined
garbage bin
• don't leave discarded masks in shopping
carts, on the ground, etc.

MASKS

Masks are used to protect others from
germs that YOU might have, and are to be
used in addition to other prevention measures. Make
sure to clean your hands BEFORE putting on a mask.

How to wear a mask

Face masks can become contaminated on the
outside, or when touched by your hands. When
wearing a mask:
• avoid touching your face mask while using it
• continue practicing good hand hygiene
• change a cloth mask as soon as it gets damp
or soiled

Lacombe County’s

Municipal COVID-19 Relaunch Plan
The intent of this plan is to guide Lacombe County’s return to ‘normal’ as it applies the Province of Alberta’s Relaunch Strategy.
Lacombe County will take a similar 3 phased approach to relaunch based on the Province of Alberta’s progression through the stages, and Lacombe
County will continue to follow all guidelines in place by the Province of Alberta. Please note, this Municipal COVID-19 Relaunch Plan is subject to change.
Current Situation

Stage 1 (as early as May 14)

Stage 2 (Timing TBD)

Strongest measures to protect staff and public are in place.

Stage 1 will allow for some changes to measures in place for Stage 2 will allow for some changes to measures in place for Some restrictions and enhanced protection controls will
Lacombe County.
Lacombe County.
remain in place in Stage 3.

Lacombe County administration office and shop remain open
Masks will be available at public entry points into the
to the public by appointment only. Visitors must be checked
into the building, which includes completing a sign-in sheet and administration office and shop and mask use will be strongly
recommended in spaces used by the public.
mandatory sanitization.
Potential Changes
• If physical barriers in reception areas are installed in Stage 1,
Lacombe County administration office and shop could fully
reopen to the public
Occupancy is limited in Council Chambers and gathering spaces. • Consideration could be given to further reduction in
number of Emergency Coordination Centre (ECC) meetings
and potential reduction of size of the ECC team
Increased cleaning protocols are in place in offices and public
areas of Lacombe County buildings.
Continuing Measures
• Mandatory sanitization for public entering Lacombe County
Plans are in place limiting capacity in County vehicles to a
administration office and shop
maximum of two staff.
• Physical distancing measures remain in place in gathering
spaces throughout buildings, including coffee rooms and
Staff in essential roles, such as Utility Operators, Equipment
Council Chambers, and other plans are in place to protect
Operators, and Community Peace Officers, to take extra
staff while working
precautions both at work and at home, in the hopes of ensuring
• Occupancy limited in Council Chambers and gathering
minimal disruption in services.
spaces
• Public meetings held in larger meeting areas, or masking
Masks are available for staff members to utilize during work.
implemented if physical distancing cannot be maintained
• Vehicle maximum of two County staff
Lacombe County’s parks and trails remain open, however all
public washroom facilities, all playgrounds, and the Sandy Point • Masks are available for staff members to utilize during work
Beach remain closed.
• Lacombe County’s parks and trails remain open, however all
public washroom facilities, all playgrounds, and the Sandy
Boat launch access remains open.
Point Beach remain closed
Physical distancing measures are in place in gathering spaces
including coffee rooms and Council Chambers, and other plans
are in place to protect staff while working.

Progression to Stage 1 will be triggered by the Province of Alberta.

Potential Changes
• Lacombe County administration office and shop reopen
to the public with physical distancing measures (physical
barriers) in place
• Occupancy limit in Council Chambers and gathering spaces
increased to align with Provincial recommendations:
• Where compliance with physical distancing
recommendations can be maintained
• Reopening of Lacombe County’s playgrounds
• Signage will be posted to advise public that areas are not
sanitized and should be used at their own risk
• Reopening of Lacombe County’s public washroom facilities,
if:
• Province of Alberta does not direct otherwise, and
• Sanitization of these spaces is practical and possible on
regular intervals
• Reopening of Sandy Point Beach, if:
• Province of Alberta does not direct otherwise
• Sanitization of these spaces is practical and possible on
regular intervals, and
• Adequate staffing levels can be maintained
• Consideration could be given to further reduction in
Emergency Coordination Centre (ECC) meetings and team
size based on need

Stage 3 (Timing TBD)

Potential Changes
• Occupancy limits in Council Chambers and gathering spaces
increased to align with Provincial recommendations:
• Where compliance with physical distancing
recommendations can be maintained
• Reopening of Lacombe County’s public washroom facilities
• Regular sanitization with enhanced cleaning
implemented
• Reopening of Sandy Point Beach
• Increase in number of County staff in vehicles if necessary
• Masks will remain available for staff requesting them
• Consideration could be given to closure of Emergency
Coordination Centre (ECC) with as needed meetings
between key staff positions moving forward

1 23

Progression to Stage 2 will be triggered by the Province of Alberta.

Continuing Measures
• Physical distancing in gathering places and throughout
office will be maintained, including coffee rooms and
Council Chambers

Continuing Measures
• Mandatory sanitization for public entering Lacombe County
administration building and shop
• Masks available for public use when entering Lacombe
County administration building and shop
• Physical distancing measures remain in place in gathering
spaces throughout buildings, including coffee rooms and
Council Chambers, and other plans are in place to protect
staff while working
• Public meetings held in larger spaces or masking
implemented if physical distancing cannot be maintained
• Vehicle maximum of two County staff
• Masks are available for staff members to utilize during work
Progression to Stage 3 will be triggered by the Province of Alberta.

3

CountyNews
News- -August
May 22,18,2020
County
2017

Tax Installment

2020 Tax Installment
Payment Plan (TIPP)

PAYMENT PLAN

The Tax Installment Payment Plan
(TIPP) is a simple, secure and
convenient way to pay your annual
property taxes. When you sign up,
monthly payments are automatically
withdrawn from your bank account
on the 15th of each month. To
obtain an application form, contact
Lacombe County at (403) 782-6601
or visit www.lacombecounty.com.

Sign up TODAY

for the monthly plan.
Contact Lacombe County at (403) 782-6601 or
visit www.lacombecounty.com for more details.

Automatic
Budget-friendly
Simple
Convenient

Be aware: it's motorcycle season!
•
•
•

Be aware of motorcyclists on the road and give
them the space they need.
The weather is warming up and after a cold winter,
motorcyclists are gearing up to ride. Motorcyclists are
more vulnerable on the roads than motorists, as they
lack the protection of enclosed vehicles. Motorcyclists
and drivers alike are encouraged to keep an eye out
for each other and share the road safely.

Get up to speed about motorcycles:
• About two thirds of collisions involving
motorcycles result in death or injury.
• From 2012 to 2016, 3,247 motorcycles were
involved in casualty collisions.
• 163 people were killed and 3,356 were injured.
• 40% of motorcyclists involved in fatal collisions
were travelling at unsafe speed.
• Nearly half of motorcyclists involved in casualty

Tips for driving a slow moving
vehicle on the highway
Driving a moving truck or an oversized load? If you get on the
highway and must drive under the speed limit, here's what to do:
• Move to the right lane when safe to do so
• Drive as close to the right curb or edge of the roadway as
possible
• Avoid overtaking or passing another vehicle
• Be cautious when turning left at an intersection or into a
driveway
• If a traffic control device directs slow moving traffic to use a
specific lane, drive only in that lane

4

collisions committed an improper action. Running
off the road or following too closely were the most
common errors made by motorcyclists.
Head injury is a leading cause of death in
motorcycle crashes. A rider wearing a helmet is
37% less likely to die than a rider without one.
Younger motorcyclists (under the age of 25) are
more likely to be involved in casualty collisions
than older riders.
Most motorcycle collisions occur on dry roads and
in urban areas.

Safety tips for motorcyclists:
• Always drive at a speed appropriate for the
conditions.
• Follow all traffic laws and stay focused on the
road.
• Wear a helmet and other protective gear, such
as eye protection, a durable jacket, pants, and
gloves. Make sure your gear is comfortable and
weather-appropriate.
• Consider taking a motorcycle training course,
whether you’re a new rider or an experienced one
looking to refresh your knowledge and skills.
~From www.Saferoads.com
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SAFETY FIRST
National Road Safety Week: Slow Down and Save Lives
While commuter traffic as a whole is reduced worldwide as a result of COVID-19 mitigation efforts,
roadways in Canada continue to be an important part
of day-to-day life for a wide variety of people including
essential workers getting to and from work, delivery
services and emergency responders and vulnerable
road users including pedestrians and cyclists.
This year’s National Road Safety Week is May 12-18
and the Canada Safety Council wants to remind you
that driving requires an absolute focus on safety behind the wheel.
“Driving a vehicle and taking safety precautions go
hand in hand,” said Gareth Jones, President and CEO
of the Canada Safety Council. “A safe driver should
be able to avoid a collision in most scenarios, and that
begins with a safety-first perspective and a vigilance
on road safety that comes with the privilege of driving.”
Speed
According to the Traffic Injury Research Foundation,

speed is a factor in 800 fatalities and 3,000 serious injuries every year in Canada. At higher speeds, drivers
have less time to react to unexpected circumstances
and require more distance to come to a full stop.
Evidence across Canada continues to demonstrate
a higher incidence of drivers being apprehended for
speeding since self-isolation practices went into effect.
Saanich Police impounded 16 vehicles in March, compared to only two in February. Toronto Police indicates
a 200 per cent increase in stunt driving in March 2020
compared to the same time period in 2019. Edmonton
Police report “significant increases in speeding incidents.” Fewer vehicles on the roads does not mean
that it is either acceptable or safe to increase your
speed — follow the posted limits.
Distraction
Distracted driving continues to be a major cause of
collisions in Canada — according to Transport Canada, distracted driving was a factor in 21 per cent of all
fatal collisions and 27 per cent of collisions resulting in

serious injury in 2016.
There is reason for concern when observing opinionbased surveys, too. According to the Traffic Injury
Research Foundation’s 2018 Road Safety Monitor
survey, more than 75 per cent of respondents reported concern over distracted drivers. And yet, 36
per cent of these same respondents indicated that
they often talked on their hands-free phone behind
the wheel, with an additional 9.3 per cent indicating
they often talked on their handheld phone and 7.5 per
cent reporting they send text messages while behind
the wheel. So while we recognize the danger, many
continue to contribute to the problem.
Distraction is defined as anything that takes a driver’s
focus off the road. Though the focus tends to be
on the use of devices, distraction can also include
grooming, adjusting radio or ventilation settings and
eating. For more information on distracted driving and
its impacts, please see our 2019 National Safe Driving
Week campaign.

COVID-19 INFORMATION

HELP
RELAUNCH,
SAFELY
Prevention starts with awareness.
Be informed on how you can protect yourself
and others from COVID-19:
Isolate if you’re feeling sick

What is acceptable in
Lacombe County?
With summer here, it’s a great time
for a Community Standards Bylaw
reminder.

Smoking or vaping cannabis products in ANY public place in
Lacombe County is prohibited.

When out, maintain physical distancing of 2 metres
Wash your hands frequently for at least 20 seconds
with warm water and soap

Be respectful with your noise (no unreasonably loud/raucous
noise that disrupts others, including your neighbours).

Cover coughs and sneezes and stay home if you are sick
Avoid touching your face
Wear a mask in public places where keeping a distance
of 2 metres is difficult

STAY INFORMED

alberta.ca/covid19
May 17, 2020

No bullying will be tolerated in any public places.
Quiet hours are 11:00PM to 7:00AM in residential areas (with
regards to generators, construction equipment, power lawnmowers, disruptive vehicle sounds, power tools, etc.).

These are just a few of the expectations in the Community Standards
Bylaw. Visit www.LacombeCounty.com for the full details.
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MIRROR CORNER
Lacombe County Business Profile
2020 Mirror Dog Tags

A license is required for all dogs
in Mirror. As of February 1, 2020,
the cost is $30 for an altered
dog, and $50 for an unaltered
dog. For more information
please call (403) 782-6601 or
visit www.lacombecounty.com
(County Services >Hamlet of
Mirror>Policies/Bylaws>Dog
Control).

Friends of the Mirror Library
Society

The library is open Wednesdays
1 p.m. - 7 p.m. If you are
interested in the library, we invite
you to join our Mirror Library
Board. Your interest and input
are welcomed!

Jolly Seniors

Pancake breakfast every second
Sunday from 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

Booking Mirror Community
Hall
Call Lisa 403-788-3890 or cell
403-505-3894.

Mirror Library

Join us Wednesdays from 1 p.m.
to 7 p.m. Check out our new
selection of books and movies,
or access high-speed Wi-Fi
Internet. Thanks to Lacombe
County, you can now connect to

the world at Mirror Public Library.

Mirror Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 189 - 5015 50th
Avenue
Meat Draws Saturday at 4
p.m. General meetings second
Sunday at 1 p.m. (unless
otherwise posted).

Mirror Skate Park

Located across the street by the
community hall. Meetings occur
the second Tuesday of month.

Mirror and District Museum

Meetings are on the first Monday
of the month at 7 p.m. Call 403788-3828 for more information.

For Rent

Large room in Mirror Business
Centre, for rent by month or day.
Contact Jim Sturgeon 403-7882380 or Tasha Conway ATB
403-788-3001

CN Rail crossing delays

If you experience delays longer
than 20 minutes at the Mirror
rail yard crossing, call CN Rail
at 1-800-465-9239. Follow the
prompts and be ready to provide
details shown on the crossing
signal mast to CN personnel.
Transport Canada may be
reached at 1-888-463-0521.

We love local
businesses!
We are looking for Mirror businesses to
feature in the Mirror Corner.
If you operate a business in the Mirror area and want to be
profiled in County News, please email communications@
lacombecounty.com with a write-up and photos of your
business.

We'd love to hear from you!
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HERE FOR YOU!
With all that is happening in our world
today, we, as a small business, would just
like to say “Thank You” to all our
customers, both past and present. We are
still open for business. As the busy farming
industry starts, we would like to let
everyone know what we do:
Heavy Duty and Automotive Mechanic
Work, including Tractors, etc.
2 Service Trucks, 1 with Picker &
Calcium Pump
Agriculture Tires – all sizes as well as
Heavy Duty & Automotive Tires
We have Hydraulic Hose and Fittings
Interstate Batteries, Parts
Great Price on Oils & Fluids
We are a Westward Parts Dealer
We are a Licensed Commercial Inspection
Facility, and can provide Out of Province
Inspections, with four wheel alignment and
diagnostic machines for large to small units.
Kerry’s Mechanical Ltd. / Integra Tire Mirror
have been operating in Mirror since 1997.
They set up in their current location in 1999,
located east of the railroad track on Highway
50, as you come into Mirror. In 2012, we
built our office and in 2015 built a large
Heavy Duty Shop and doubled our space.

Kerry Andrew received his Heavy Duty
Journeyman from Lacombe County in 1995.
He and his wife Sandy own and operate
Kerry’s Mechanical along with eight full-time
staff, as well as a Work Experience Student
from the Living Truth Christian School.
Kerry and Sandy are very involved in the
community of Mirror.
Kerry’s Mechanical is open Monday – Friday
7 am – 5pm (after hours if neeed).

Kerry’s Mechanical Ltd. / Integra Tire Mirror:
4832-54th Street, Mirror, AB
Phone: 403-788-0005 | Fax: 403-788-2824 | Email: kerrysmech@cciwireless.ca

For employment opportunities, please visit our website at:

www.lacombecounty.com

(Click on ‘Employment Opportunities’ under the ‘Quick Links’ menu on the
left.)
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Alberta Lake Management Society
STUDENT SCHOLARSHIP
The Alberta Lake Management Society (ALMS) invites students to apply for the 17th
annual scholarship established to assist students who conduct research or studies that
aid the management of lakes and their watersheds.

Who is eligible?
Full time senior undergraduate or graduate students enrolled in disciplines related to lake
or watershed management at Canadian postsecondary institutions. Preference will be
given to individuals working on Alberta lake ecosystems.

What are the criteria?
A scholarship review committee appointed by the Board of Directors will consider
academic achievement, quality and relevance of research project description, a statement
of career goals, volunteer and work experience and relevance of the course of study to the
objectives of ALMS.

How much is the award?
A single scholarship of $2000 will be awarded for a one-year period.

Application Deadline
Applicants must submit the scholarship application form to the review committee of the
Alberta Lake Management Society no later than June 15, 2020.

Notification of Recipient
The scholarship recipient will be notified in the fall. The recipient will be expected to
address the Annual General Meeting in the fall and present a progress report on research
planned or undertaken.

More information on application guidelines are available on our
(alms.ca/scholarship). Please email your application directly to info@alms.ca

website

Province approves expanded electronics recycling pilot

Government is kick-starting an
expanded electronics recycling
project that will support job creation,
grow the economy and help
municipalities divert more reusable
material from landfills.

Through a two-year $43 million pilot
project, the Alberta government
has approved the Alberta Recycling
Management Authority (ARMA) to use
reserve funds to recycle up to 24,600
tonnes of electronics products that were
not accepted previously in the program.
“An expanded electronics program
has the potential to inject $30 million
annually into Alberta’s economy and
support 360 additional full-time jobs in
the recycling sector. These new jobs
will come from increased demand for
electronics collection and transportation,
as well as jobs associated with
processing and manufacturing the
recycled material into new goods. ARMA
has a strong record already, and recently
hit a major milestone of 10 million
electronic products recycled in Alberta.
This expansion will help us recycle even

more,” said Jason Nixon, Minister of
Environment and Parks

Municipalities will receive funding for
collecting the additional electronics
included in the recycling expansion.
Currently, municipalities do not receive
compensation to manage electronics
that are outside ARMA’s existing
program.
“Municipalities play an important
role in enabling and supporting
recycling programs across Alberta.
The electronics recycling pilot project
will enable Albertans to continue to
be good environmental stewards and
is responsive to ongoing requests
to effectively recycle more products.
Municipalities look forward to playing a
continued role in this pilot project and
the long-term objective to permanently
expand our electronics recycle program,”
said Al Kemmere, president, Rural
Municipalities of Alberta
The expanded electronics recycling
products include: audio visual
equipment, telecom, cell phone and
wireless devices, electronic gaming

equipment, small home appliances,
portable power tools, toys, musical
instruments and solar panels.
There will be no cost to consumers
to recycle the additional products
during the pilot.

The current electronics program accepts
display devices, desktop computers,
portable computers, computer
peripherals, desktop printers/multifunction devices, desktop and portable
scanners, fax machines, floor-standing
photocopiers/multi-function devices.
“We are excited for the many
opportunities and benefits an expanded
electronics recycling program could
bring to Alberta’s burgeoning circular
economy while continuing to contribute
to the global effort to reuse and reduce
waste. We’re confident we can do this
because Albertans are our biggest
champions and demonstrate on a daily
basis a strong culture for recycling,” said
Ed Gugenheimer, chief executive officer,
Alberta Recycling Management Authority

tonnes –the equivalent weight of 8,785
average cars – from landfills annually.

Recycling and waste management are
essential services in Alberta during the
pandemic. Municipal and collection
sites remain open and Albertans
are encouraged to practise physical
distancing when bringing their recycling
to collection sites.
Many collection sites have implemented
COVID-19 mitigation measures
and continue to manage electronics
recyclables. In fact, the project could
help offset other waste products
currently destined for landfills as a result
of the pandemic’s impact on reduced
sorting capacity at some municipal
sorting facilities.
The pilot will inform the possibility of
a permanently expanded electronics
program. ARMA will conduct community
and stakeholder engagement prior to
launching the two-year pilot.

An expanded program would also
divert up to an additional 12,300
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OPERATIONS
Understanding paved
road maintenance

D O YO U H AV E G R AV E L ?
To ensure we have a reliable supply of gravel to maintain our
County roads, Lacombe County is always on the lookout for
new gravel sources. Gravel is an important, non-renewable
resource necessary for construction and maintenance of roads.

W H AT S H O U L D I D O I F I T H I N K I H AV E G R AV E L O N M Y L A N D ?

If you think you have gravel on your property, and you wish to investigate further, please contact the
County office at 403-782-8379 and speak with the Operations Department. County staff will come out
to meet with you and arrange for testing. While the testing involves digging a test hole or holes, it is
done in the least invasive way practical.
There is no obligation on the part of the Land Owner if suitable gravel is found. The County will discuss options and work with the land owner on a possible agreement for access and use of the land.

IS THE GROUND

ROCKY?

ARE THERE GRAVEL PITS

NEARBY?

DO YOU HAVE A CREEK/RIVER BED ON

YOUR PROPERTY?
W W W. L A C O M B E C O U N T Y. C O M
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D O Y O U H AV E LO W LY I N G

PROPERTY?

HAVE YOU FOUND R OCKS DURING

EXCAVATION WORK?
T WIT TER @LACOMBECOUNTY

—

403.782.8379

The processes and procedures
to maximize the life of paved
roads are multi-pronged and it
is very important that the right
procedure is used at the right
time. In the past, the County has
used various tools including:
• Rout and Seal – paved
roads develop cracks over
time and moisture seeps
into the road bed creating
a wet subgrade which
leads to frost heaves and
potholes. Rout and seal is a
maintenance procedure that
we use every year when the
cracks are widened enough
for a rubberized oil to be
applied. The rubberized oil
expands and contracts with
the temperature allowing for
a continuous seal.
• Spray Patch – another
procedure used seal the
surface of the road to
prevent moisture from
entering the road bed. This
process is a mixture of oil
and gravel that is selectively
applied to areas that are too
large for the rout and seal.
• Graded Aggregate Chip
Seal – this is a process is
used to seal and protect
the asphalt road surface. It
is planned for eight years
after the road is initially
paved and it is applied to
the entire surface of the
driving lanes. This does not
add any structural strength
to the paved road, but it
protects the asphalt from
drying out, which leads to
potholes and breakouts.
This process is projected
to protect the asphalt
surface for seven years.
• Micro-surfacing –
protects the surface of a
paved road. More costly
than graded aggregate
seal coat, but projected
to last up to 10 years. It
can also be used to fill in
wheel ruts and improve
drainage from the road
surface.

All of these procedures increase
the life of a paved road and
reduce the need for more costly
repairs, like asphalt overlays.
The preventative maintenance
also ensures a high level of
service to our ratepayers by
reducing lifecycle costs of the
paved road and providing better
driving surfaces.
The combination of all of these
procedures is a proactive
approach to ensure that we
obtain the maximum life out of
a paved road. Generally, the
surfacing treatments are just
good business, that protects
the investment of our paved
road system. The public might
not often know what or why
the County is doing these
procedures and sometimes get
frustrated with the process and
inconvenience.
This is understandable and we
feel that if the general public
is given the information on the
reasons behind the procedures,
it will allow people to be
forewarned and prepared for the
project.
We hope that you will have
patience and understanding
as we proceed to protect and
extend the life of the paved road
system.
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OPERATIONS
Centreview Widening project
As part of our Centerview widening/paving project,
these are the first smooth wall steel pipe (SWSP)
culverts in the county. They are 2.1-metre in diameter
and being used due to low road cover, which is not
conducive to the normal corrugated steel (CSP).

Construction Notifications
Woody Nook Road (RR 28-1)

Range Road 27-4 Paving

Paving will begin on Range Road 28-1
(Woody Nook Road) is scheduled for
paving from May 19-June 19, 2020
(weather permitting). Crews will be paving 9.6km between Highway 12 to Aspelund Road (Twp Rd. 39-4). Please expect
delays in this area, and drive with caution
around road construction crews.

The paving of Range Road 27-4, 9.6km
from Highway 12 to Aspelund Road, is
expected to run from May 19-June 19,
2020 (weather permitting). Please expect
delays in this area, and drive with caution
around road construction crews.

Know What’s Below
Whether you are building a fence, planting a tree or plowing fields, it’s important to know the location of
underground utilities. Some utilities, like cables, are buried mere centimeters below the surface.
Contact your local One-Call Centre at least three full working days before you plan to dig. A technician will
come to your property and mark your underground utilities free of charge!

Dig with C.A.R.E.
Call/Click before you dig
Contact your local One-Call Centre.
Allow required time for marking
Respect the marks
Lines are marked by flags, paint, or other markers (normally yellow for pipelines).
Excavate carefully
When digging near underground utilities, be sure to hand dig to determine their exact location.

Request a Locate

Contact TransCanada

Online: www.clickbeforeyoudig.com

Pipeline Emergencies......................... 1.888.982.7222

Canadian One-Call Centres
B.C. ................................................. 1.800.474.6886

General Inquiries

Alberta ............................................ 1.800.242.3447

Phone ............................................... 1.855.458.6715

Saskatchewan .................................. 1.866.828.4888

Email ..................public_awareness@transcanada.com

Manitoba ......................................... 1.800.940.3447
Ontario ............................................. 1.800.400.2255
Quebec ............................................. 1.800.663.9228
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AGRICULTURE
Mountain Pine Beetle: Using
Verbenone for pest control
Verbenone (trimethylbicyclo-heptenone) is a
semiochemical. In relation
to mountain pine beetle
(MPB), verbenone acts as
an anti-aggregation pheromone.
MPBs aggregate in large
numbers when colonizing
host pine trees. The types
and rates of pheromones
released by beetles during
this phase of attack influences the level of attack
on a given tree. At the beginning of an
attack, chemicals produced by infested
trees and by the beetles attract additional beetles of the same species.
As the number of MPB approaches the
maximum that the tree can support,
the beetles in the tree release verbenone to repel newly arriving beetles.

Request for “No Spray” Areas
Lacombe County recognizes that some landowners/tenants are not in favor
of having County-owned roadside ditches adjacent to their property treated
with herbicides for weed control. To accommodate these landowner/tenants
Lacombe County will, at the request of the landowner/tenants, allow the option
of carrying out vegetation control on County right-of-way adjacent to their
property subject to the following conditions:
•

Landowner/tenant will complete a ‘No Spray’ request form and submit it
to the County’s Agricultural Fieldman prior to April 30 of that year. The
request is for a three-year term.

•

Landowner/tenant will control all Prohibited Noxious and Noxious weeds
as designed under the Weed Control Act before July 15 or as deemed
necessary by the Agricultural Fieldman for all years affected by the
agreement.

•

The County will control, by all means necessary, all Prohibited Noxious or
Noxious weeds not controlled by July 15.

•

All agreements will be automatically terminated should the control of
Prohibited Noxious and Noxious weeds not be carried out as stated in
condition 2, and future agreements will be at the discretion of the Agricultural Fieldman.

•

The County reserves the right to cancel any agreements and implement
any control deemed necessary at any time.

To Request a ‘No Spray’ Agreement or for further information,
please call 403-782-8959.

Verbenone is also synthetically produced and commercially available.
It can be deployed in small plastic
pouches to help protect pine trees
from MPB attack. Verbenone has
been most effectively used to protect
hi-valued trees over a relatively small
area when beetle population pressure is low to moderate. Areas of
use may include: backyards, resorts,
campgrounds, woodlots, ornamental
plantings, genetic sites, species at

risk, forest stands of high ecological or
social value etc.
How to use Verbenone
• Pouches should be nailed or
stapled on to the north side of a
tree or vertical object at maximum
reach from ground, an additional
pouch may be placed on the same
tree on the north side as well at
least 2.5 meters high from the
ground.
• Additional pouches can be added
in a 4-5 meters perimeter around
the protected area.
• Hang on the tree between June
15 – July 1. Pouches should be
placed on the tree before MPB
takes flight.
For more information on Verbenone, its
effectiveness and proper use, visit:
• Government of Alberta website:
https://www.alberta.ca/mountainpine-beetle-prevent-further-spread.
aspx
• Verbenone use guidelines
https://open.alberta.ca/
dataset/90030dce-5fd5-4f1b-a8972846e80fb313/resource/1bebb9196585-474f-a6f3-bd2803313a69/
download/2010-verbenone-useguidelines-april-2010.pdf

We’re on Facebook!

Lacombe County recently launched a Facebook
page! Stay up-to-date on the latest news and
events: www.facebook.com/LacombeCounty.
We are also on Twitter: @LacombeCounty
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Lacombe County’s Roadside
Mowing Program starts soon!
Lacombe County would
like to remind residents to
please be mindful about
what is left in the county
ditches. We ask that you
move debris completely
away, or place debris into
the fence line, to prevent
damage to the mowing
equipment.

These items could include:
• Fence Wire
• Telephone Wire
• Large Rocks
• Posts
• Any other material that
may cause damage

Employee training supports for
agri-businesses
Scentless chamomile (Noxious)

General Information:
Native to Europe and introduced
to Alberta as an ornamental plant
or possibly in contaminated crop
seeds.
Identification:
Flowers: yellow central disk,
surrounded by white, overlapping
petals. Flowers are terminal (at the
end of the stem). The pedals may
point downwards or may remain in
a flat plane. Flowers will still bloom
if mowed.
Leaves: appear ‘bushy’, similar to
that of a carrot stem due to being
highly branched. The leaves are

alternate and appear glossy. They
are scentless when crushed. Grass
green in color.
Roots: Have fibrous roots
Stem: Branched stems that stand
erect or semi-erect. Can be
between 5cm tall all the way to 1m
tall. Also grass green in color
Seeds: these can float on water
which assists in the spread of the
weed. They are very tiny and dark
brown in color.
Control:
Grazing: Not effective because
these seeds can survive digestion
and the grazers prefer other forms
of forage over scentless chamomile
Mechanical: Hand pulling is
effective but only before the weed
flowers
• If hand pulled, bag and send to
the landfill or burn.
Mowing can prevent seed
production but the plants will still
re-bloom after being cut.
Chemical: Must be done before
seeds set

In response to COVID-19, the Government of Alberta has created a new
Agriculture Training Support Program
to help employers in the food supply
chain provide necessary training to
new Alberta employees.
The program is intended to offset costs for
COVID-19 safety and training, including
the costs for personal protective equipment and to remove any barriers to get
Albertans safely working.
“To all Albertans interested in work, jobs in
the agriculture sector are dynamic, employ
a range of skillsets and help to support
your communities. These investments,
provided by both levels of Government, will
give Albertans the opportunity to train and
transition into these rewarding jobs," said
the Honourable Marie-Claude Bibeau, federal Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food.
By providing up to $5 million in support
to farmers, agri-businesses and food
processors, the program helps offset the
cost to train new employees safely in new
agri-food roles. The program will support
training for as many as 2,500 new jobs in
Alberta.
“Alberta’s agriculture and food sector rely
on thousands of people working every day
to help keep food on our tables. As we
see record high unemployment in Alberta
due to a global economic slowdown and
COVID-19, we need to ensure unemployed Albertans have the opportunity for
domestic jobs instead of hiring workers
from overseas,” said Devin Dreeshen,
Minister of Agriculture and Forestry.
The maximum government contribu-

tion under the program is $2,000 per new
employee, up to a maximum of $50,000
per employer. Grants will be administered
on a first-come, first-served basis until
available program funding is fully allocated.
In addition, about $1 million in funding will
be targeted for meat processors to provide
support for new hires to undertake meatcutting training.
Training will provide Albertans with the
skills they need to find work and support
the province’s agriculture employers. This
new program will connect Albertans with
new job opportunities so they can get back
to work.
As part of the Canadian Agricultural
Partnership Risk Management programs,
this program will improve the agriculture
and agri-food sector’s ability to anticipate,
mitigate and prepare for risks that could
have a major financial impact on the livestock and plant industries, or affect human
health and safety.
Alberta is partnering with the Government
of Canada to provide employment support
programs and services through the Labour
and Immigration’s Workforce Development
Agreement and through the Canadian
Agricultural Partnership. This program is
administered by Alberta Agriculture and
Forestry. This job training support complements the launch of Alberta’s Agriculture
Job Connector, a web resource to help
agriculture employers looking for workers
connect with job seekers.
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Prioritizing Potash
It is well
documented
that Nitrogen
is the nutrient
required in
the highest
amount to
grow a great
crop. It is
the engine
Calvin Ireland
powering
your yield,
but what
if that car
engine didn’t
have a driver
behind the
wheel or gas in the tank? I want to
shed some light on the unsung hero
– potassium. Known in the fertilizer
business as Potash 0-0-60 (KCl), it
is one of the other essential nutrients
responsible for optimizing your crop’s
horsepower.
Prairie soils are known to be naturally
rich with potassium. Alberta Agriculture
cites natural soil levels as high as
36,000 lbs/ac in the top 6” of the soil
profile! However, the number one
thing producers need to realize is
only 1% or 360 lbs of that 36000 lbs/
ac is actually plant available. This
is in part because potassium is not
the only thing our soils are rich with.
Here in Western Canada we also
have deep reserves of magnesium
and calcium. This matters because
calcium and magnesium molecules
attach themselves to potassium ions,
tying up its ability to be used by the
crop. Research conducted by the
International Plant Nutrition Institute
(IPNI) across Western Canada has
highlighted several areas of potential
potassium concern including one
pocket just northeast of Red Deer.
To measure crop specific needs for
potassium throughout a growing
season nutrient uptake and removal
charts are a great tool. For example, a
Wheat crop requires 2 lbs of potassium
for every bushel produced, Barley 1.35
lbs/bu, Canola 2.3 lbs/bu and Peas are
actually the highest users of potassium
per bushel of grain produced at 2.75
lbs. Now yes, I know what you are
thinking, the majority of that nutrition
gets returned back to the soil when
spreading straw behind the combine
right? Yes, about 80% of the potash
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gets returned back to the soil while
the other 20% gets removed with the
grain. Another benefit of potash is that
unlike nitrogen and phosphorus which
need to decompose back into mineral
form to become plant available,
the recycled potash straw is ready
immediately for the following crop to
access. Now having said that, fields
with a history of removing straw, hay or
silage will show decline much quicker.
As will coarse textured sandy soils,
which are more prone to leaching. So,
is there cause for concern?
Over the years of examining soil tests
from across the province, potassium
levels have been in gradual, but steady
decline. Have they reached the tipping
point? Well, average soil tests locally
are around 950 lbs of potassium, with
lows of 400 lbs and highs of 2100 lbs
in the top 6” of the soil profile. Do the
math with the uptake and removal
rates multiplied by your farms average
yields and ask the question; how much
will it cost to maintain the “vehicle”
versus fix the “vehicle” down the road?
Lab results aren’t the only place
we have seen evidence of decline.
Deficiencies are starting to show up
visually in the field as well. Because
potassium is mobile within the plant,
look for symptoms of chlorosis or
bleaching on older leaf tips and
margins.
Potassium’s role within the plant
is to transport sugars to new
leaves, regulate water use (drought
resistance), aid against lodging and
diseases, as well as protein synthesis
and grain head filling. Options for
in-crop treatments include various
foliar products that can tank mix with
either an herbicide or a fungicide,
but granular options are best applied
in the fall or spring. And of course, I
can’t stress enough the importance of
scouting. You don’t know what’s out
there unless you look!
Nitrogen may be the engine of the
crop, but potash is the gas pedal.
Keep soil testing annually, providing
a balanced diet for your crops, and
we’ll have another successful growing
season ahead.

2% Liquid Strychnine Program
Lacombe County in partnership with Alberta
Agriculture and Forestry will be selling 2% Liquid
Strychnine for the control of Richardson Ground
Squirrels.

Thursdays - 9a.m. to 10a.m.
Minimum Purchase - 6 bottles per customer
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Maximum Purchase - 2 cases (24 bottles/case) per customer
2020 Cost - $12.00 / bottle ($288 / 24-bottle case)

Purchase Procedure
1. All payments MUST be arrange PRIOR TO Thursdays (sale day).
2. Producers must attend a mandatory 10 minute training
session held on sale days. Training session only needs to be
attended once for purchase product during the 2020 season.
3. Information required upon purchase:
• Producer’s name
• Home quarter legal land description
• Mailing address
• Treatment area legal land description
• Phone number
• Farm size (acres)

l
o
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2% LSC Program Rules
1. 2% LSC will be made available to qualified agriculture producers
who have an economically significant population of Richardson
Ground Squirrels (defined as 1 hole per 4 metre walking for 100 metres or 20% crop damage in
a 100 metre strip of cropland.
2. Agriculture producer must sign a waiver form agreeing to use 2% LSC as outlined in the terms
and conditions of the registration.

For further information please call 403-782-8959

FOR RENT
Pasture Sprayers

Lacombe County Agriculture Services Has
Pasture Sprayers for County Residents to Rent

RENTAL RATE - $50.00/DAY
DEPOSIT - $200.00 (deposit refundable when sprayer returned in good condition)
 Pull type - 400 gallon water capacity, 20 gallon/acre coverage
 Designed for spraying range and pasture in rough terrain
 Has additional hand gun system and fence line spraying nozzle

Submitted by Submitted by Calvin
Ireland C.C.A., Central AB Co-op
(Lacombe)

 Simple to operate
To book a sprayer
To book a sprayer, please
call
please contact:
403.782.8959

Krista Pannenbecker

Agriculture Department
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Join us!

Explore Lacombe County
through Geocaching
June is Recreation & Parks Month (JRPM), and
Lacombe County is excited to announce its
County Geocaching program, which will help you
explore the many amazing places in our County.

“ALUS Lacombe County wants to establish
innovative projects that produce ecosystem
services, such as cleaner air, cleaner water and
more biodiversity, to benefit the environment
and your land.”

Join us!

“ALUS Lacombe County wants to establish
innovative projects that produce ecosystem
services, such as cleaner air, cleaner water and
more biodiversity, to benefit the environment
and your land.”

Ice Hut Registration added to 2020
Alberta Guide to Sportfishing

June is Recreation and Parks
Month (JRPM) is a fun and
exciting way to celebrate
recreation, culture and parks
and all of the activities we love
to do solo or with our families,
friends and neighbours!
Lacombe County offers an
abundance of opportunities for
everyone, including a number
of recently created spaces.
To help you explore Lacombe
County, we have 15 geocaches
hidden in our boundaries,
at many County parks,
communities and trails within
our boundaries.
What is geocaching?
Geocaching is a real-world,
outdoor treasure hunting game
using GPS-enabled devices.
Participants navigate to a
specific set of GPS coordinates
and then attempt to find the
geocache (container) hidden at
that location.
What do I need to go
geocaching?
You will need a GPS device
or a GPS-enabled phone so
that you can navigate to the
cache. You can also get a
Geocaching.com membership
(if you want to find more than
Lacombe County's caches),

Alberta Summer Villages Association & Sylvan Lake Management Committee update on Ice Fishing Huts
The Alberta Summer Villages Association along with the Sylvan Lake Management Committee have been
advocating for a process to identify the ownership of ice fishing huts. Being able to identify the owner of
an ice fishing hut enhances an investigators’ ability to compel a responsible party to remove huts before
they become an environmental issue on and in our lakes. The Alberta Summer Village Association is happy
to report that the inclusion of ice fishing hut ownership identification in the 2020 Alberta Guide to
Sportfishing Regulations has occurred. Below is an excerpt from the 2020 regulations.
Ice Fishing
•
•

Identify all ice fishing shacks with your WiN number OR Name, Address and Phone number.
Remove all ice fishing huts when ice is still safe to do so, prior to spring breakup.

but we have posted the GPS
Coordinates for our caches at
www.lacombecounty.com.
Where can I learn more
about geocaching?
Geocaching has been around
for many years. You can learn
all about it at www.geocaching.
com/guide, or search for
"Geocaching 101".
Where can we find Lacombe
County's geocaches?
If you're at one of our parks,
day-use areas, trails or
hamlets, there might be a
geocache near you! We have
hidden caches throughout the
County at:
• Sunbreaker Cove boat
launch
• Ray's Pond (near Eckville)
• Anderson Park
• Sandy Point Beach
• Kuhnen Park
• Mary & Cliff Soper Natural
Area
• Mirror
• Tees Fishing Pond
• TransCanada Trail
• Lacombe County Office
• and many more locations!
Visit www.LacombeCounty.
com for more details

HAS YOUR ADDRESS
CHANGED?
If Canada Post has made
a recent change to your
mailing address, please
notify us!
Contact Lacombe County by calling

403-782-6601.
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SUBDIVISION & DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITY
Do you have
questions
about
subdivision or
development
activity?

Contact Us:
Lacombe County
Planning Services
(403) 782-8389
planning@
lacombecounty.com
Dale Freitag
Director of
Planning Services
Cajun Paradis
Senior Planner
Peter Duke
Planner / Development
Officer
Florian Goetz
Jr. Planner /
Development Officer
Allison Noonan
Planning Services
Administrative Assistant
Charmaine Tootell
Planning Services
Receptionist
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SUBDIVISION & DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITY
April 1, 2020 to April 30, 2020
Development Applications Received
No.

File No.

Applicant
(Landowner)

Legal Description

Proposed Development

Decision
(otherwise pending)

1

24/20

Jason Sabbe &
Felicia Mayner

Lot 123 Plan 142 2139
(Sandy Point RV Resort)

Park Model
w/Deck

Approved

2

25/20

Ronald & Patricia Bannister

Lots 11-14 Block 67 Plan 7159AI
(Hamlet of Mirror)

Detached Garage

Approved

3

26/20

Randi Holzli
(1150319 Alberta Ltd.)

Lot 10 Block 6 Plan 192 3350
(North Aspelund Industrial Park)

Warehouse

Approved

4

27/20

Tru-Kare Tank & Meter Service Ltd.
(Tru-Kare Holdings Ltd.)

Lot 2 Block 1 Plan 932 3195
(Pt. NE 15-40-27-W4M)

Business Sign

Approved

5

28/20

Dave & Kendra Numan

Lot 5 Block 1 Plan 192 1146
(Burbank Heights Subdivision)

Single Family Dwelling
w/Attached Garage

Approved

6

29/20

Sandra McKenzie

NW 23-40-4-W5M

Riding and Boarding Stable
(Renewal, Lazy RM Ranch)

Approved

7

30/20

Donald Hekob & Grace Smith

Lots 3-7 Block 1, Plan 7159AI
(Hamlet of Mirror)

Security Suite

Approved

File No.
31/20

Applicant
Doug
Hilsabeck
(Landowner)
(Mid Valley
Farms Inc.)

Lot 1Legal
Block Description
1 Plan 8920497
(Pt. NW 2-41-25-W4M)

Proposed Development
Addition to Accessory Building

9

32/20

Telus Communications Inc.
(Robert & Heather Hutchison)

Pt. SE 21-40-28-W4M

Communications Tower

10

33/20

Thompson Ditching
(1449846 Alberta Ltd.)

Pt. SW 4-41-26-W4M

Sand and Gravel Pit
(Expansion)

11

34/20

Harvey & Agnes Prins

Lot 43 Block 1 Plan 772 2679
(McLaurin Beach, Gull Lake)

Two Covered Decks
& Shed

Approved

12

35/20

Kevin & Jamie Milot

Lot 3 Block 1 Plan 012 2668
(Pt. NW 36-40-1-W5M)

Shop

Approved

13

36/20

Colleen MacLean
(1748838 Alberta Ltd.)

Lot 1 Block 1 Plan 082 4353
(Pt. NW 20-40-25-W4M)

Addition to Residence
& Attached Garage
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37/20

Colleen MacLean
(1748838 Alberta Ltd)

Lot 1 Block 1 Plan 082 4353
(Pt. NW 20-40-25-W4M)

Kennel & Dog Food Business
(Expansion, Complete K9)

15

38/20

Larry & Vonnie Glenn

Unit 12 Condo Plan 102 2165
(DeGraff’s RV Resort)

16

39/20

Greg Irwin

Lot 1 Block 1 Plan 962 2440
(Pt. SE 10-39-26-W4M)

Home Based Business, Major
(Renewal, Grizz Welding)

17

40/20

Erin Dibbin
(Paul & Jackie Dobinson)

NE 4-40-23-W4M

Kennel
(Renewal, Paws Unleashed)

No.
8

Park Model
& Two Covered Decks

Decision
Approved
(otherwise
pending)

Approved

Approved
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The TransCanada Trail
(The Great Trail)
Location: The first section stretches 8 km
between the City of Lacombe and the Town of
Blackfalds. The second section is 2 km from
the Town of Blackfalds south to the Blindman
River.

Details: The TransCanada Trail in Lacombe
County winds its way through farmland,
around Lacombe Lake and past Kuhnen
Park towards the Town of Blackfalds.
Continuing through the town and south, a
pedestrian bridge crosses the Blindman
River Day Use Area to link with Red Deer
County.
The TransCanada Trail is a non-profit,
registered charity. Their mission is to
promote and assist in the development
and use of the Trail in every province and
territory.
Today, over 18,000 kilometres of Trail have
been developed. Once fully connected, the
Trail will stretch nearly 24,000 kilometres
from the Atlantic to the Pacific to the Arctic
oceans, linking Canadians in close to 1,000
communities.

Lacombe County is home to a number of parks, trails and public spaces for everyone to enjoy.
For a full list and map of Lacombe County parks & trails locations, please visit https://www.
lacombecounty.com/index.php/parks-and-trails. If you encounter any issues with our parks,
please contact us at 403-782-8379, or report it through the myLacombeCounty app.
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Despite the
anxiety and
uncertainty
around the
globe, the rhythms of spring have carried
Ellis Bird Farm through April and into May.
The early spring perennials are up, especially
those in the warm protected soil of the
Butterfly Garden. We marked the return of
the Purple Martins and their joyous calls in
late April, adding their calls to those of the
Canada Geese and Red-Winged Blackbirds.

Ellis Bird Farm: May update

The greatest excitement in recent weeks
has been the successful adoption project
accomplished in conjunction with the
Medicine River Wildlife Centre (MRWC). The
folks at MRWC received an orphaned Great
Horned Owl baby in late April. Based on the
way Albert and Ellie are able to provision
their own three owlets, MRWC assessed
that they would be able to cope with an extra
mouth to feed. Through the efforts of expert
raptor bander Rick Morse, the three extant
owlets were banded and tucked back into
the nest alongside an adopted sibling. The
four owlets were provided with some extra
food to see them through the first day. The
new arrival, dubbed Walter, appears to have
settled in with no difficulty, much to the delight
of everyone involved in this undertaking!
The owlet adoption project was a wonderful
partnership with our sister organization,
the Medicine River Wildlife Centre. MRWC
accomplishes great things on behalf of injured
and orphaned wildlife in Central Alberta.
The COVID-19 situation has created huge
challenges for the staff there because they
have been unable to offer school programs,
a major source of funding for them. If you are
able and interested, the organization would
greatly benefit from your donations at: https://
www.medicineriverwildlifecentre.ca/.
A related project involved in the owlet
adoption is our very popular owlcam. We
have had webcams placed beside the owl
nest for the past five years. This year, we
have two cameras streaming, each of which
runs 24 hours a day. These cameras offer an
amazing opportunity to witness the nesting
habits of Great Horned Owls in Alberta.
During the owlet banding and adoption,
hundreds of people tuned in online to watch
the event. A video of the fostering has been
posted to the EBF website. Unfortunately,
it has become increasingly clear that our
present model does not meet the needs
of our viewership and we need to update
to a proper commercial-grade system. We
estimate that a new system will cost at least
$3,000, so we have launched a fund-raising
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campaign to pay for it. The response to
our campaign has been very encouraging!
If assisting this cause is something that
interests you, we will gratefully accept
donations. There is a link button on the EBF
website to Canada Helps (or go to https://
www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/id/17835/),
where online donations can be easily
accommodated. We will also accept cheques.
All donations are tax deductible.
We have several new projects on the go that
we are excited to share with you. First, we
are very grateful that Dow has confirmed
funding support for a new gazebo to replace
the old viewing deck near the upper pond.
The gazebo will feature post-industrial plastic
recycling (with product from the Prentiss site)
as well as the use of local lumber. Wayne
Froese of Top Peg Timber Framing has been
on the site recently, carefully choosing a few
trees that Charlie Ellis planted in the mid
1950s. These trees will be milled to create
this unique structure.
We are also very pleased to report that we
have received a grant from TD Friends of
the Environment Foundation to develop
Nature Play areas at EBF. Kirstin Bouwsema,
who will be overseeing the project, recently
met with Wayne Froese of Top Peg Timber
Frame Construction to finalize the project
details. EBF will be showcasing "loose parts
play" and other nature-based play areas on
the site. We are very grateful to TD FEF for
supporting important initiatives at EBF.
We are grateful to Del McKinnon of the
Purple Martin Conservancy (PMC) and
PMC member, Rob Aellen, for installing the
refurbished Jim Boyd boxes. These boxes
- which honour the memory and generous
donation of the late Jim Boyd of Bashaw
- will be a beautiful addition to the site this
summer.
We would like to welcome Charlie Ball as
our new Handyman. Ron Biel, after 10 years
of service has decided to retire. We thank
Ron for his many years of great service and
welcome Charlie to EBF!
At this point in time, we do not know if or
when we will be able to open our gates
to the public. In the meantime, our Head
Gardener, Linda Sommers, and summer
staff member, Shaye Hill, are working hard
on the initial spring clean up and making
sure the grounds and gardens will be looking
their best. Our Board of Directors is working
closely with Dustin and Kimberly Barthel, our
Café Operators, to see if and when they can
open for the summer. Check in with us at
www.ellisbirdfarm.ca or via our Facebook,
Instagram and Twitter accounts to get the
latest updates on if/when we can open.
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Featured Activities
Spring is here and the perfect time to get out and enjoy the abundance of trail systems, natural and recreation
areas, golf, kayak, kiteboarding, cycling and more!
Go to lacombecounty.com/index.php/parks-and-trails for a comprehensive list of all the regional parks, trails, maps and more!

Partner Profiles
Anderson Park
Located on the east side of Gull Lake, Anderson Park is a unique recreation area that
includes a playground with swings and slide, a junior paleontology dig site, musical play
instruments, basketball court, beach volleyball, walking trails, a 9 hole disc golf course,
gazebo and pollinator gardens. The property is 26 acres and was donated by Mr. Jack
Anderson to the county for the space to be used for recreational and natural amenities.
Kuhnen Park
Kuhnen Park is ideally located adjacent to the Trans Canada on the east and Lacombe Lake
to the north, it boasts 6.3 km of nature trails that wind their way through the forest. The
property was donated to Lacombe County in 2014 by Frank and Rosalie Kuhnen. The intent
of the donation was to ensure that this beautiful land would be kept as a natural area for
public enjoyment today and in the future.
Kuhnen Park is located North of Blackfalds on Hwy 2A (follow the signs to the park).
NOVA Chemicals Community Nature Trail
The land of the NOVA Chemicals Community Nature Trail has never been tilled for
agricultural use and vegetation includes native grasses, willow, bush, poplar and aspen
stands. The area also supports wetlands and has natural drainage channels to Jones Creek.
The wetlands and vegetation offer a great habitat for birds and other wildlife. The new
storm water management system built as part of NOVA Chemicals’ rail yard expansion to
the west of this area enhances the wetland / habitat capability. The trail system provides
an excellent opportunity for people to connect with nature and learn about local wildlife
and plants — as well as the area’s history.

There has never been a better time to hit the links
in the Lacombe Region!
Lacombe Tourism Partners each provide a unique
golfing experience and host a variety of amenities
to enjoy!
The Lacombe Golf & Country Club is a
traditional layout with many old trees
lining the fairways. Rolling terrain and
a sprinkling of well placed bunkers
continue to challenge golfers of all
abilities. The greens are quick and
undulating and have been rated as
some of the best in Alberta. Go to
Golflacombe.com for more info.
The Nursery Golf Course situated in
Lacombe County is an 18 hole golf
course with Canada’s longest hole, Par
6, 782 yards! Make a golf vacation
experience and book an RV site in their
new 31 stall RV Park.
Go to NurseryGolf.com for more details
on rates and amenities.

Sandy Point Beach
Located on the west side of Gull Lake the Sandy Point Beach includes a large public
beach complete with washroom and shower facilities as well as a public boat launch,
sand volleyball courts, and a playground.

The Gull Lake Golf course is a public 9
Hole, Executive Par 3, Course with a
Practice Green
Pro Shop
Licenced Club House + BBQ
Club + Pull Cart Rentals
For more info go to gull-lake-golf.ca/
Don’t Forget...

Lacombe Trail Systems
http://www.lacombe.ca/living/amenities-facilities/trails
Trails and pathways encourage healthy lifestyles, save energy and protect air quality by
encouraging non-motorized transportation. Lacombe’s trail system includes natural, gravel
and paved trails. Follow the link for trail maps, outdoor fitness equipment stations,
Lacombe Mural tours and the Lacombe Parks and Trails Map brochure.

Many of your favourite RESTAURANTS, PUBS & CAFES
are either re-opening or providing Take Out options. They’re a
perfect pairing for a day at your favourite recreational setting
or at home on the patio!

17

CountyNews
News- -August
May 22,18,2020
County
2017

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS
April 9, 2020
COVID-19 UPDATE
A detailed report on Lacombe County’s activities and
strategies about the global COVID-19 pandemic was
received for information.

Council directed the County Manager to promote the
Social Services Support for the COVID-19 Program to
County organizations and that all inquiries be directed
to the local urban FCSS agencies.

MUNICIPAL PLANNING COMMISSION
STRUCTURE
A report was presented on the structure of the
Municipal Planning Commission (MPC) concerning
the number of MPC meetings, the scheduling of
meetings and the composition of the MPC. As per
resolution of Council, the existing MPC structure will
be maintained. The MPC structure will be reviewed at
the October 2020 Council Organizational meeting.
SOCIAL SERVICES SUPPORT FOR THE
COVID-19 PROGRAM
Council heard a report that the provincial government
has just recently announced the provision of $30
million in funding to municipalities, charitable and
non-profit organizations to provide help to individuals,
seniors, families and other vulnerable Albertans who
are isolated or impacted by measures to contain
COVID-19. Fourteen million of this funding will go
to the Family and Community Support Services
Association (FCSSAA) for municipalities and Metis
settlements outside of Edmonton and Calgary (onetime grant).

Council Highlights &
Minutes can be found on our
website under the ‘Council’
Link on the main page - or
scan the QR code (left) with
your smartphone!

FREEHOLD ENERGY COMPANY – TAX
CANCELLATION REQUEST
It was reported to Council that several wells,
previously owned by Trident Exploration Corporation,
had been conditionally sold to Just Freehold Energy
Corp. through the receivership process. Trident was
placed into Receivership on May 3, 2019. Lacombe
County was one of the municipalities affected by that
receivership, however, the County’s exposure was
limited to a small number of wells with only the 2019
property taxes outstanding.
As part of the Order issued by the Court, the
outstanding taxes as well as the portion for the 2020
taxes related to the wells prior to the purchase date
were to be cancelled by the Sales Agreement. Despite
this order the Receiver still required Just Freehold
to seek the County’s approval of the cancellation of
these taxes.
The request from Freehold Energy Company to
cancel the 2019 property taxes and penalties for well
sites located at 13-32-39-26 W4 and 06-12-40-27
W4 in the amount of $1,927.56, and to cancel the
2020 prorated property taxes for the well sites located
at 13-32-39-26 W4 and 06-12-40-27 W4 subject
to Freehold Energy providing confirmation of the
purchase of the assets and date of closing received
the approval of Council.

2020 PROPERTY TAX RATES
A report outlining potential scenarios for determining
the 2020 property tax rates for Lacombe County was
presented for Council’s information. A full analysis
will be presented to Council at the May 14, 2020
Council meeting, including adjustments to operational
revenues and expenses.
FIBRE OPTIC PROJECT(S) PROPOSAL –
MISSING LINK INTERNET
A resolution of Council that the County Manager be
directed to collaborate with Missing Link Internet in
the development of a fibre optic project(s) proposal for
the purpose of applying for a CRTC Broadband Fund
Grant did not receive the approval of Council.
FUTURE COUNCIL MEETINGS
By resolution of Council, Lacombe County Council will
continue to convene live Council meetings during the
COVID-19 pandemic.
BYLAW NO. 1317/20 AND BYLAW NO. 1318/20
Council gave first reading to Bylaw No. 1317/20, a
bylaw of Lacombe County to amend the Lacombe
County Land Use Bylaw No. 1237/17 as it relates to
general regulations and district requirements.
Bylaw No. 1318/20, a bylaw of Lacombe County to
amend the Lacombe County Municipal Development
Plan Bylaw No. 1238/17 as it relates to general
regulations and district requirements, was given first
reading by Council.
A public hearing regarding Bylaw Nos. 1317/20 and
1318/20 will be held on July 9, 2020 commencing at
9:00 a.m.

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS
April 23, 2020
COVID-19 UPDATE
A detailed report on Lacombe County’s activities and
strategies about the global COVID-19 pandemic was
received for information.
POLICY AD(30) FINANCIAL RESERVES
Policy AD(30) Financial Reserves was first
established in 2012 and authorizes the establishment
of funded reserves which are used to offset future
obligations. The intent of the policy is to allocate
funding from the operating budget on a predictable
and consistent basis for future obligations. Legislative
and Council policy changes resulted in a review of this
policy.
Policy AD(30) Financial Reserves was approved as
amended.
OPERATING SURPLUS & RESERVE
ALLOCATIONS
By resolution of Council, the 2019 operating budget
surplus was allocated as follows:
Tax Rate Stabilization Reserve $ 2,100,000
Remain in Unrestricted Surplus
$ 48,986
Total 			
$ 2,148,896

18

FEDERAL/PROVINCIAL FUNDING – SHOVEL
READY PROJECTS
Council was informed that Alberta Municipal Affairs
and the Rural Municipalities of Alberta (RMA) are
encouraging municipalities to prepare and submit
a list of shovel ready projects for consideration
of federal and provincial government funding.
At the federal level, the Federation of Canadian
Municipalities (FCM) is requesting leveraging of
existing grant programs, with a focus on delivering
funding efficiently and quickly to local governments.
The Lacombe County list of Shovel Ready projects
was approved by Council and that list will be
submitted to Alberta Municipal Affairs, Lacombe
County MLAs’ and other federal and provincial
agencies as required.
LACOMBE COUNTY 2019 FINANCIAL
STATEMENTS
Council approved the Lacombe County 2019 Financial
Statements, which reflect the 2019 surplus and
reserve allocations.

Regularly Scheduled
Meetings for Lacombe
County Council / Council
Committee
Committee of the Whole
First Tuesday of every second month
at 9 a.m.
Council & MPC
Second and fourth Thursday of every
month, starting at 9 a.m..
The public and media are welcome to
attend all Council & MPC meetings.
An agenda will be posted to the
website prior to the meeting.
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2020 FCSS Community Grant
Program: approved projects
The Lacombe & District FCSS Board of Directors and the
City of Lacombe are pleased to announce the projects approved to receive funding for the 2020 Community Grant
Program.
This annual grant program is designed to support local social service programs that are preventive in nature, and to
promote and enhance the well-being of individuals, families
and the community. The City of Lacombe funds the program
and FCSS administers it; screening the applicants and
disbursing grants. The available funding for grants in 2020
is $31,500.
“We are pleased to partner with the City and local organizations to address community needs and help support individuals and families,” said Lacombe & District FCSS Executive
Director Susan MacDonald. “This year’s approved projects
will benefit many and help address our goal of providing
supports for all age groups.”

Some signs that someone may be
living with domestic violence during
COVID-19
A mother withdraws from her normal activities with her children.

“The assistance of FCSS to manage this grant program is
indispensable to the City,” said City of Lacombe Director of
Community Services Deborah Juch. “FCSS has the expertise to evaluate applications, and to make sure the funding
is spent on services most needed and with the greatest
benefit to the community.”
See below for the list of local community organizations who
received funding through the 2020 FCSS Community Grant
Program:

Your friend stops participating in the group chat.

Community
Group

Project Title

Grant Approval

Big Brothers Big
Sisters

Community
Mentoring

$ 11,983

Youth Unlimited

Youth Drop In
Program

$ 4,890

Youth Unlimited

Stepping Stones

$ 3,262

Your neighbour asks about borrowing your car suddenly.

Volunteer Link

$ 6,762

Your sister says her partner isn’t letting her use disinfectants.

Volunteer Link
Office Operations

Lacombe Lifelong Connect Parent
Learning
Group

$ 4,009

Kozy Korner
Senior’s

$ 594

You try to connect with a family member, but one person in their household monopolizes their only
computer.
The abuser is the only one who leaves the home for walks or supplies.
You hear someone you care about tolerating more put-downs from their partner than usual.

Your colleague shares misinformation about the public health requirements that their partner told
them.
You hear abnormal sounds of conflict from your neighbour’s house.
You notice during a FaceTime call, that your friend is using more makeup, maybe to cover a bruise.
Your friend has stopped using their camera on your check-ins, maybe to hide their black eye or other
physical signs of violence.
Someone you know recently had an ex-spouse move back into their house claiming to have COVID-19
and having nowhere else to isolate.

Special Events

Total

$31,500

Stay up to date!

Follow us on social media
/LacombeCounty

You haven’t heard lately from your friend at work.

@LacombeCounty
If you or someone you know is in immediate danger, call 911.
To speak with a women’s shelter, call our 24/7 hotline at 1-866-331-3933.
To locate a shelter near you, visit acws.ca/shelters or sheltersafe.ca.
If you suspect a child is at risk, you must report it. 1-800-387-5437 (KIDS)

lacombecounty.com

Adapted from sources: Futures Without Violence and National Domestic Violence Hotline with consultation from Alberta shelter experts. 2020-04-09
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Root for your Community...

June 4

5

Reasons to

ER
E
T
N
U
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•
•
•
•
•

For more information
on volunteering visit:
www.lacombe.ca/volunteer

Develop skills and confidence,
gain work experience
Meet new people, network, and
help others
Influence your community, find
purpose and fulfillment
Connect your family with the
community
Enrich your mental and physical
wellbeing
For local volunteer opportunities visit:

www.volunteercentral.ca

Do you have an after hours
service concern? Or don't have
time to make a phone call?
Lacombe County has several
ways for residents to make nonemergency service requests.
ONLINE
Go to www.lacombecounty.
com, and click on the Submit
Service Request image to fill out
a simple form
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MY LACOMBE COUNTY APP
If you have an iPhone,
make sure to download the
myLacombeCounty app from
the Apple Store. Not only can
you submit service requests
from your mobile device, but you
can also request fire permits,
see the latest news in Lacombe
County, and find contact
information (to name a few).

9am-3pm
at the LMC
(County Room)

COST $60
includes
lunch

R
VOLUNTEE TENTION
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N
O
I
T
I
N
G
RECO
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H
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R
WO

Effective organizations recognize and reward the
contributions of their volunteers. Learn to provide
growth and development opportunities as well as
to validate contributions and retain great volunteers.
In this 1-day workshop, you will discover how to:

•
•
•
•

Retain volunteers by using retention strategies
Understand volunteers motivation
Recognize and appreciate their impact
Create a plan of action with your volunteers
to manage their engagement

Register by May 29th by contacting CLLLA
at 403-782-7955 or office@cllla.com
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Lacombe County

Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements

Consolidated Statement of Operations

December 31, 2019

Budget
2019

For the year ended December 31

2018

2019

Revenues
Taxation - net (Note 12)
$ 31,304,000 $ 31,303,213 $ 30,345,536
Taxation - other (Note 13)
955,000
1,153,666
1,200,484
Government transfers (Note 14)
2,219,890
5,859,746
1,961,352
Sales, user charges and costs recovered
1,899,800
2,239,571
1,872,135
Sales to other governments
801,630
941,159
804,557
Permits, licenses, fines, penalties and rentals
693,230
738,487
915,086
Interest, royalties and patronage allocations
1,571,740
2,010,207
1,720,259
Gain on sale of tangible capital assets
935,994
1,316,666
Contributed assets
2,267,543
120,990
(49,078)
2,846,100
Development levies
210,450
Other
39,680
532,771
442,000
39,695,420

47,933,279

43,545,165

5,900,215
2,645,191
31,452,063
7,462,114
68,720
593,250
3,005,080
1,283,310
1,306,842
-

6,610,126
2,421,155
30,431,259
6,339,882
55,527
349,384
2,567,224
1,163,488
1,106,761
1,678,848
140,383

5,562,031
2,216,822
29,920,513
2,592,678
53,695
445,172
2,606,226
1,099,112
1,081,204
3,095,363
171,269

53,716,785

52,864,037

48,844,085

Deficiency of revenue over
expenditures

(14,021,365)

(4,930,758)

(5,298,920)

Accumulated surplus, beginning of year

386,263,012

Expenditures (Note 15)
General government
Protective services
Transportation services
Environmental services
Cemetery
Social and family services
Recreation and cultural services
Planning and development
Agriculture services
Write-down of tangible capital assets
Loss on sale of tangible capital assets

Accumulated surplus, end of year

386,263,012

391,561,932

10. Accumulated Surplus

2019

Equity in tangible capital assets
Equity in other non-financial assets
Unrestricted surplus
Restricted surplus (Reserves) - detail below
Accumulated surplus

Lacombe County

December 31, 2019

$ 295,919,406 $ 302,861,948
6,749,269
6,508,585
427,604
378,618
78,235,975
76,513,861
381,332,254

386,263,012

17,795,375
12,493,719
1,378,338
17,747
4,322,519
2,678,039
3,933,051
416,437
3,200,464
1,083,874
1,519,273
895,726
111,055
500,000
232,616
4,147,000
268,457
859,857
7,929
167,847
38,738
4,358,164
6,484,738
846,845
454,848
5,708,318
42,406
53,125
3,642,778
318,500
47,028
211,164

18,658,644
11,024,152
788,948
4,080,937
2,478,039
3,663,471
416,437
2,161,970
1,042,482
1,108,321
1,036,841
172,325
500,000
174,236
2,047,000
254,851
859,857
9,136
124,656
115,052
3,811,904
10,144,170
846,845
497,916
6,081,050
42,406
53,125
3,751,238
297,636
42,122
228,094

78,235,975

76,513,861

Restricted surplus (Reserves)
Main Road
Public Works Equipment
Municipal Facilities
Airport Capital
Protective Services
Gravel
Subdivision Pavement
Land Development
Recreation Capital Assistance
Funds in Lieu of Reserve Land
Subdivision Road Development
Agriculture Equipment
Peace Officers Equipment
Disaster Services
Hamlet Street Improvement
Tax Rate Stabilization
Shared Fire Funds
Lake Access
Hamlet of Mirror Contingency
Hamlet of Mirror Water
Hamlet of Mirror Sewer
Community Aggregate Levy
Water - Waste Water
New Pavement
Trails
Bridge
Shores Water-Sewer
Slopes Water-Sewer
Operational
Cemetery
Lakeview Estates Water Reserve
Gull Lake Stabilization Reserve

$ 372,241,647 $ 381,332,254 $ 386,263,012

Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements

2018

The investment in tangible capital assets represents amounts already spent and invested in
infrastructure. The investment in other non-financial assets represents amounts already
spent and invested in supplies for future use. Reserve funds represent funds set aside by
bylaw or council resolution for specific purposes.
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Lacombe County

Consolidated Statement of Financial Position

17. Remuneration Disclosure
The accompanying summary of significant accounting policies and notes are an integral part of these financial statements

Disclosure of remuneration for municipal 4officials, the chief administrative officer and
designated officers as required by Alberta Regulation 313/2000 is as follows:

Compensation
Councillors:
Division 1
Division 2
Division 3
Division 4 - Reeve
Division 5
Division 6
Division 7
Administration:
County Manager
Designated Officer

$

63,024
68,466
63,663
79,563
71,936
58,890
61,000
238,559
142,472

Benefits,
Allowances &
Reimbursements
$

14,471
17,740
11,822
14,389
13,968
10,960
16,374
78,315
12,512

Total
2018

Total
2019
$

77,495
86,206
75,485
93,952
85,904
69,850
77,374
316,874
154,984

$

72,937
79,025
67,495
76,776
73,017
67,903
76,037
286,454
158,349

Council Compensation: includes base pay and per diem for attending meetings and other
Council functions.
Council Benefits, Allowances & Reimbursements: includes the County's contribution for
health, dental and insurance benefits and reimbursement for convention expenses and
mileage paid for attending meetings and other Council functions. Council is not paid a
pension.

December 31

Financial assets
Cash and cash equivalents (Note 1)
Investments (Note 2)
Taxes receivable (Note 3)
Accounts receivable (Note 4)
Inventories for resale (Note 5)

Liabilities
Accounts payable and accrued liabilities
Employee benefit obligation (Note 6)
Deposit liabilities
Deferred revenue (Note 7)

Net financial assets
Non-financial assets
Tangible capital assets (Note 8)
Prepaid expenses and inventories of supplies (Note 9)

County Manager and Designated Officer Salary: includes regular base pay.
County Manager and Designated Officer Benefits and Allowances: includes the County's
contribution for Canada Pension Plan, Employment Insurance, health, dental and insurance
benefits, pension, professional memberships, tuition and mileage.
21

Accumulated surplus (Note 10)
Contingencies and commitments (Note 19)
Liability for contaminated sites (Note 20)
Funds held in trust (Note 21)

2019

2018

$ 63,804,733 $ 54,140,959
23,749,705
30,359,288
292,218
685,968
5,668,940
5,306,163
443,405
348,552
93,959,001

90,840,930

2,407,904
1,165,563
2,103,961
9,617,994

2,723,822
1,056,189
2,233,070
7,935,370

15,295,422

13,948,451

78,663,579

76,892,479

295,919,406
6,749,269

302,861,948
6,508,585

302,668,675

309,370,533

$ 381,332,254 $ 386,263,012
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AROUND THE COUNTY
Echo Energy to
sponsor Lacombe
Arena Ice Complex
COVID–19 has presented numerous challenges to the seniors in our community and the organizations that support them.

City Council recently approved the Echo
Lacombe Association’s proposal to purWe thank our managers and front-line staff who have been instrumental in supporting the residents, who have made every chase the naming rights to the Gary Moe
Auto Group Sportsplex arenas 1 and 2
effort to keep residents safe and healthy and who have adapted quickly to the changing rules.
for Echo Energy for $10,000 per year for
We thank families and friends who have made the effort to protect their loved ones while still remaining connected.
a five-year term, with an option to renew
We thank the community members who have sent messages of encouragement and who have extended acts of kindness to for a second five-year term at the same
rate.
health care workers.

We thank our residents for their patience and their trust.

We thank our Volunteers who care for the residents so deeply and are waiting for the day when they can return to our
facilities.
We thank our Social Agencies for their work to support community members to the best of their ability.

Many people have asked
how they can help:
• Reach out to people to
prevent isolation - phone
calls, letters, video
conference
• Remain committed to
good personal hygiene
and physical distancing
practices

If you are able, please consider donating to Lacombe Foundation.
Online donations can be made through the ATB CARES donation platform at
atbcares.benevity.org/community. Please select Lacombe Foundation as your
cause.
Or donations can be mailed to:
Lacombe Foundation
4622 C&E Trail
Lacombe, AB T4L 1M9
Charitable donation receipts will be issued for all donations over $20.00.
Donations at this time will be focused on the following priorities:
• Resident support to combat social isolation
• Resident support for mental wellness
• To purchase plants, garden boxes and other enhancements for outdoor spaces

We do not know how long the Public Health emergency will last and
we will continue to work with Municipal, Provincial and Federal
governments to Stop the Spread and protect our residents.

Sincerely,
Board Chair Helen Posti, the Board of Directors,
and CEO Mike Leathwood

“This sponsorship shows the Echo
Lacombe Association’s long-term commitment to our city,” said Mayor Grant
Creasey. “It is an excellent, highly visible
reminder to encourage support for Echo
Energy’s community-building efforts.”
“We are excited by the opportunity this
naming rights sponsorship affords to
our Echo Energy initiative,” said Echo
Lacombe Association President Jared
Reich. “Investing in the arenas is not
only great for brand recognition, but also
underscores our commitment to supporting the community through the sale of
electricity and internet services.”
Echo Energy is a social enterprise managed by the Echo Lacombe Association.
It operates in the competitive energy
retailing and internet services markets,
and reinvests its proceeds into the community to support social and economic
well-being initiatives.
Promoting Echo Energy in the region
through naming the municipal arenas is
expected to expand its customer base
and brand recognition to increase profits,
which in turn will support the Association’s activities, including assisting the
community to recover post-pandemic,
both economically and socially.
The annual $10,000 naming rights
premium will also help offset the Gary
Moe Auto Group Sportsplex’s operational
costs, as was anticipated when the arena
renovations were approved by Council.
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AROUND THE COUNTY

Wolf's Botanical is celebrating 35
years serving Central Alberta.
We are OPEN for business!
All sanitations in place
Curbside pick up
Free local delivery plants only (min. $100)
Call in or order Online
Landscaping, Tree moving 54” Tree spade
Greenhouse hours Monday-Friday 9-6,
Saturday 9-5, Sunday closed

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram

Remember: Seeding season
is starting soon.
Share the road | Drive with care |
Have patience
Let's all make it home safely this
spring season!

Th e per fec t pl ace for peopl e to con n ec t
Once it's safe to do so
www.lacombe.ca/lmc
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2

3

21

28

22

23

29

30

24

July 1

If so, email communications@
lacombecounty.com with your ideas,
photographs or stories.

4

We'd love to hear from you!

Lacombe County Directory

ILLEGAL GARBAGE
DUMPING

RR3, Lacombe Alberta T4L 2N3 www.lacombecounty.com

Department Numbers:

Not only is it illegal to dump garbage on
rural roads, but it is a waste of tax dollars
and is bad for the environment.
The Lacombe Regional Waste Services
Commission operates five transfer stations
in Lacombe County (see more information to
the right). All transfer stations are closed on
Sundays, so plan your trips accordingly.
If you see someone illegally dumping garbage,
please report it!

Stay up to date!
Follow us on social media
/LacombeCounty
@LacombeCounty

COUNTY NEWS
is published by Lacombe County and printed by
PostMedia. If you have feedback or story ideas,
please contact:
Nicole Plewis, Communications Coordinator
communications@lacombecounty.com
403.782.6601
24

Main Office - 403-782-6601
Planning Services - 403-782-8389
Community Services - 403-782-8959
Operations - 403-782-8379
Public Works Shop - 403-782-3567

General
Toll Free from Eckville and Ponoka

403.357.1770

After Hours Emergency Answering Service

403.357.1210

Administration Fax

403.782.3820

Public Works Fax

403.782.5356

For Service Requests, see our website - or phone the switchboard at 403-782-6601

Senior Administration
Tim Timmons, County Manager
ttimmons@lacombecounty.com
Michael Minchin, Director of Corporate Services
mminchin@lacombecounty.com

Call 403-782-6601 to speak
with the County Manager
or with a Lacombe County
Director

Bill Cade, Director of Operations
bcade@lacombecounty.com
Dale Freitag, Director of Planning Services
dfreitag@lacombecounty.com
Keith Boras, Director of Community Services
kboras@lacombecounty.com

Council

Home

John Ireland, Division 1
Brenda Knight, Division 2

Cell
403.392.3981

403.788.2168

Barb Shepherd, Division 3

403.550.2168
403.340.9724

Paula Law, Division 4

403.784.3803

403.348.1755

Ken Wigmore, Division 5

403.782.2593

403.588.1222

Keith Stephenson, Division 6

403.748.2431

403.350.4940

Dana Kreil, Division 7

403.746.3607

403.358.9400

